
“How is retirement 
going?

It’s rubbish!”



• Globe Foundation Eco Centre , Uttoxeter

https://www.globefoundation.org.uk/

• Waste Savvy Staffs

https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Waste-and-

recycling/Waste-Savvy-Staffs.aspx

• Plastic Free Burton

https://www.globefoundation.org.uk/projects/plastic-

free-burton/

• Council Climate Action Plan Scorecard project

• https://councilclimatescorecards.uk/



• Public Health through time.

• People didn’t know the link between dirt 

and disease until quite recently

• 1348 Black Death

• 1666 The Great Plague

• Victorian Era/State of Industrial Towns 



• Global problem

• UK attitude to ‘Waste’ is changing, but far too 

slowly

• Linear Economy  Circular Economy

• Waste Hierarchy

• “If in doubt leave it out”

• Precious Plastic

• What can we/they do?



• Throw it away!
• That’s just 

trash! 
• Put it in the 

bin!
• Take it to the 

dump/ tip!
• Burn it on a 

bonfire!

• Where is 
‘away’?

• It’s not rubbish

• It’s waste 
material

• It’s a resource

• It can be used 
again for 
something else.



• We need to use the earth’s resources 
responsibly so we don’t run out or drown 
in our own mess.

• To make a healthy future for everyone we 
need to embrace change today. 



• 12.3 By 2030, halve 
per capita global food 
waste 

• 12.5 By 2030, 
substantially 
reduce waste 
generation through 
prevention, 
reduction, recycling 
and reuse 



• EU Legislation set Waste targets. 

• Various UK Environmental Acts of Parliament over the 

years.

• UK Government 25 Year Environment Plan  2018

• The Environment Act 2021- sets legal framework

• 2022 Consultations to help set specific targets; report 

published December 2022

• OEP Progress Report January 2023





No matter how hard we try, we all create 

some waste.

How much do you think you waste in a year 

(in weight)?

That’s all the things like 

garden waste, packaging, 

clothes, leftover food and 

broken/old stuff that end up in 

all your curbside bins/bags.
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On average, we each throw away about 

400kg (nearly a whole polar bear!)

400kg



That’s nearly 116 times the weight of the 

world’s largest cruise ship!

Symphony of the Seas only weighs 228,000 tonnes!

A large 3 bed house!



The UK recycled, reused or composted over 

12.2 million tonnes of that waste last year.  

This gives an overall recycling/composting/ 

reuse rate of 46.2%.
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The 2020 target was 50%, so we’re lagging 

behind. Future EU Circular Economy targets 

will require even more work! 

Less waste means less emissions and less cost 

to the public too, so it makes sense for all of 

us to reduce, reuse and recycle more.
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Studies are regularly 

done in local authorities 

to see exactly what gets 

put into people’s general 

waste bins.



35% Food waste

5% Textiles (e.g. Clothes)

26% Could have been recycled 
at kerbside

34% ‘other’



Reuse

Energy 
Recovery

Landfill

Reduce

R
e
c
y
c
l
e



Best 
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Recovery
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Remember to 

move up the 

hierarchy!
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https://clearonplastics.com/https://clearonplastics.com/





Project Organiser: Rob Whitehouse 
rwhitehouse@gardenorganic.org.uk

Volunteer: Terry Joiner
tjchocolatelover@gmail.com
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