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What does it mean?

What does it look like?

John Baxter

Barnet u3a Climate Change and Environment Group

“Meeting the needs of the present without compromising the 
ability of future generations to meet their own needs.”

- UN Brundtland Commission, 1987



The Sustainable Development Goals are a call for 
action by all countries – poor, rich and middle-
income – to promote prosperity while protecting the 
planet. They recognize that ending poverty must go 
hand-in-hand with strategies that build economic 
growth and address social needs including 
education, health, social protection, and job 
opportunities, while tackling climate change and 
environmental protection.
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https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
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Stuff

The "stuff" made by 
humans already weighs 
more than the biomass of 
the planet. 

Each of us is indirectly 
responsible for the 
production of our own body 
weight in stuff each week. 



The goal: to Achieve Planetary Health Diets for Nearly 10 Billion People by 2050.
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• 43% of the abatement in our scenarios to 2035 involves 

some degree of change from consumers (driving an electric 

car, or installing a heat pump instead of a gas boiler).

Source: Climate Change Commission

• 16% of the measures require consumer choices, both to 

reduce demand and improve efficiency. Shifting quickly 

towards healthier diets, reducing growth in aviation demand 

and choosing products that last longer and therefore 

improve resource efficiency are all key. There are many 

reasons to think that these changes, and potentially much 

larger changes, are feasible given suitable policy 

leadership. 



Sustainability

Please leave the 

planet as you 

would expect to 

find it !
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