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CHAIRMAN’S CORNER 

 
I hope you are enjoying the Spring sunshine (well the sun is shining as I write this!) and beginning to 
rediscover what life has to offer. 
 
Within Chard and Ilminster u3a we are starting to get busy with a number of new groups starting up – see 
the website or Facebook pages for all the details – and established groups seeing an influx of new members 
seeking to improve their skills or learning in particular areas. Importantly, people are learning to live and laugh 
with us again. 
 
Those of you at the busy recent Ilminster coffee morning got a sneak preview of our big summer event, a 
“Jubilee Jolly” to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, the National movement’s 40th anniversary and our 
own 25th Anniversary which occurred during the pandemic but which we can now mark. 
 
This free event, to which all members and a guest have been invited, will be held in the Guildhall in Chard on 
1st June from 1pm to 4pm. As well as live demonstrations from some of our groups there will be a blue plaque 
trail to follow around the town, desk top displays from our groups highlighting the variety of activities on offer 
and not least a cream tea, strawberries and wine. Demand is already high, so please RSVP to reserve your 
place. 
 
I will also take a few words to highlight a change to the May general meeting speaker, in the Guildhall in 
Chard on 16th May it will now be a welcome return for Jan Diamond who will be talking on Firenze Bella and 
the great flood of 1966 – The Ruin, Rescue and Restoration of Renaissance Florence. It promises to be a 
fascinating story. See you there! 

 

Paul Ebdon  
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The next newsletter will be due at the beginning of August 2022, so we ask for any contributions to reach 
either of the Editors by 22nd July 2022. If you have any suggestions for improving the newsletter, please let 
Bob know at inskipr@aol.com or Jackie at jacqueline.a.bridge@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

DATES FOR MONTHLY MEETINGS  
Mondays, 2pm, Guildhall, Chard 
 
16th May  Jan Diamond Firenza Bella and the great flood of 1966 

The Ruin, Rescue and Restoration of Renaissance 
Florence 

 
20th June  Philip Hoyland Benefits, Brass and the Girtest, Grandest Day 
 
18th July  Roger Browne The Great American Songbook 
  
August 15th  AGM   Plus Crewkerne Anoraks Film 
 
 
 

NEWS FROM THE GROUPS 
 
 
GERMAN GROUP 
 

As I am expecting to relocate in the near future, the German group will be looking for a new leader. 
Ideally this would be someone who speaks German, although this is not essential. The group learns 
oral German with the help of tapes and cds. A book is also used. If anyone would like to take this 
on, I am happy to explain exactly what is involved.  sankib@uwclub.net 
 

Sandra Kibble-White 
 
 
 
PAST TIMES GROUP 
 

The Past Times History Group meets on the third Thursday afternoon of each month, either at 
Donyatt Village Hall or elsewhere when an excursion happens. The program for 2022 comprises 
talks January to April, excursions May to September, talks October to December. The next meeting 
is 14:00 Thursday 21st April at Donyatt, when the main talk is “Innovation in Victorian London” by Ian 
Munro. In May we are scheduled to visit Lyme Regis Museum. 
  
New members are welcome. 
 
For further information contact jim.lobley1950@gmail.com 

Jim Lobley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jacqueline.a.bridge@gmail.com
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INTERMEDIATE ACOUSTIC GUITAR GROUP  
 
The Intermediate Acoustic Guitar 
Group met for the first time on the 12th 
April at Horton Village Hall.  It was 
great to get to know each other and to 
share songs.  We agreed on some 
aims for the group, the main one being 
to enjoy playing together!  All the 
members have a wide range of guitar 
skills and are looking forward to 
developing arrangements of other 
artists and their own songs. 
 
A few places for other players are 
available, if you are interested please 
contact me through the U3A website.   

Ed Goater (Group Leader) 
 
NEW u3a INDOOR LONG MAT BOWLS GROUP 
 
We are keen to start an Indoor Long Mat Bowls Group. This would be meeting at the Ilminster Bowls 
Club on Mondays from 2pm to 4pm. The cost would be an annual membership payable to the 
Ilminster Bowls Club of £55. The fees for playing a 2-hour session once a week would be £3. Suitable 
footwear needs to be worn.  

 
The photo is from a start-up group 
we had on Tuesday, 12th April to try 
it out. All from this group are already 
in the u3a Canasta Group meeting at 
the Ilminster Bowling Club. We plan 
to get together once a week and play 
against each other in teams.The 
number attending will determine the 
number of teams we have. 
 
 

Come along to a friendly Indoor Bowls, playing all year round in superb club facilities with cafe and 
bar attached. Let me know via email at harryjacobson653@gmail.com, with the heading “BOWLS 
GROUP“.  

Harry & Chris Jacobson 
 
YOGA FOR EVERYONE! 
10am – 11.30am Thursdays at Combe St Nicholas Village Hall 
 
The Yoga class is mixed gender and for mixed abilities so suitable for all.... you can even stretch 
from a chair! We now have a couple of vacancies, so whether you are already a keen Yogi or a 
complete beginner, come and join us. We are a friendly bunch here to welcome you. Our sessions 
enable us to smile, stretch, relax and breathe with a little chuckle here and there. 
 
If you wish to register your interest or have any questions, send an email to: 
kaymendlson12@gmail.com 

Kay Mendlson 
 
 

mailto:harryjacobson653@gmail.com
mailto:kaymendlson12@gmail.com
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THE AMBLER RAMBLERS: RAMBLING GROUP I - SHORT WALKS   
 
 
The 2022 Ambling season is now well underway and although one or two members have reluctantly 
decided to ‘hang up their boots’, we have been delighted to welcome quite a few new walkers. I 
have noticed that on occasions when turn-out is moderate, that the ‘troopers’ are those who have 
been with the group the longest, most far surpassing my mere 5-year tenure as leader. 
 
February saw an attendance of 23 members meeting at Wellington Monument for a level walk on 
the top of the magnificent Blackdowns, via Simonsburrow with spectacular views over the Culm 
Valley. The route is shown in the photo below. 
 
Something a bit different for March, when the group went to the Seaton Wetlands Nature Reserve, 
with one of their volunteer Rangers, providing details of the success of the site together with pro-
gress of their conservation and education programmes. We also took in the most excellent exhibition 
of the international Wildlife Photographer of the Year Competition at the Tramway Terminus, 
which was on regional tour from the Natural History Museum in London. 
 
Nearer home for this month’s walk (on April Fool’s Day) was kindly led by Archie Bell to the Wayford 
Woods area near Crewkerne, to enjoy the Spring blossoms of this Woodland Trust site.  
 
For our next outing in early May, our Amble should be in time for some more incredible bluebells! 
 

Mike Moore 
       Archie Bell in Wayford Woods    Ramble Route Feb 22 – Wellington Monument 
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ILMINSTER LITERARY FESTIVAL 
 

If you haven’t heard of Ilminster Literary Festival (ILF) you might like to know that it’s happening 
between May 21 and 28. Since it began in 2016 the festival has grown to become an established 
highlight of Ilminster’s annual calendar, covering not just literature but also the wider arts.  

 
This May there are 24 talks and events to choose from. Dip into talks as diverse as “What Really 
Happened In Afghanistan” by foreign affairs journalist and author Patrick Cockburn and one by 
comic writer and cartoonist Harry Venning who’ll show how to “Unlock Your Inner Cartoonist”.  You 
can listen to TV personality and auctioneer Philip Serrell talk about his life “under the 
hammer” . Perhaps sample a bee walk and talk by Jean Vernon. Or find out about “Gardening The 
Low Carbon Way” from Sally Nex and about crime fiction from Cara Hunter, whose DI Adam 
Fawley novels have sold over a million copies worldwide. And that’s just 6 of the 24 sessions. 
 
To tempt you further, how about a double bill at The Warehouse Theatre featuring comic poet, 
humourist and singer Rob Barrett and jazz from the 20’s and 30’s by the ever popular Sunset Cafe 
Stompers.  Plus, there’s a concert in the Minster by South Somerset Choral Society and an 
Antiques Call My Bluff event at The Shrubbery Hotel organised jointly with Ilminster Rotary Club. 
 
For full details of all speakers, events, dates, times, venues, ticket prices and sales, please go to 
the ILF website - ilminsterliteraryfestival.org - or look out for the free Festival Programme 
Brochure. It’s widely available to pick up in shops, libraries, cafes and other public venues. If you’d 
also like to receive ILF’s occasional newsletter by email, just ask to go on the mailing list by 
contacting ilminsterlitfest@gmail.com .  
 
We’re really looking forward to welcoming you and making the 2022 festival one to remember - 
see you there! 
 
Pictures left to right – Rob Barratt comic poet, humourist and singer; Nicola Skinner children’s 
author; Philip Serrell TV personality and antiques expert 
 
 

 
  

mailto:ilminsterlitfest@gmail.com
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ALL THE WORLD’S ALIVE AGAIN 
By Jennifer Gunner 

 
The rabbit hops its gentle step 

The lark sings lyric songs 
All the world’s alive again 

Spring rights the winter wrongs. 

 

YOUR COMMITTEE 2021-2022 

Chair      Paul Ebdon 01460 67206  cidu3achair@gmail.com 
Business Secretary  Peter Walmsley 01404 831375 cidu3abussec@gmail.com 
Treasurer    Jim Lobley 01460 68208  cidu3atreasurer@gmail.com 
Membership Secretary  Kay Mendlson 07712182485 cidu3amemsec@gmail.com 
Groups Co-ordinator  Lyn Lowe  01460 68629  cidu3agroups@gmail.com 
Communications Co-ord  Lyn Lowe  01460 68629  cidu3acomms@gmail.com 
Speakers Organiser  Di Goldsmith 01460 65484 cidu3aspeakers@gmail.com 
Beacon Co-ord   Jim Lobley 01460 68208   cidu3abeacon@gmail.com   
 

NON-COMMITTEE 

Gill Lobley and Warren Young Webmasters 
Lewis Bates    Facebook Administrator and Publicity 
Jackie Bridge and Bob Inskip Newsletter editors 
 

Our Website can be found at: http://u3asites.org.uk/chardilminster 

 

mailto:cidu3atreasurer@gmail.com
mailto:cidu3amemsec@gmail.com
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