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CHAIRMAN’S CORNER 
A happy New year to one and all. The committee and I hope that you managed to get some time 
meeting friends and family over the holiday period, although I know a lot of people had to change 
plans at the last moment. At least the days are getting noticeably longer and there has been a bit of 
sunshine recently to lift the spirits. The spring bulbs are also beginning to show! 
 
Once again, we find ourselves adjusting to new routines brought about by the epidemic, the most 
obvious of these resulting from the use of the Guildhall as a vaccination centre. As you will already 
know the Guildhall will be closed to other users until at least the end of March. This means that 11th 
April will be the next general meeting, which is scheduled as a coffee morning in the Ilminster Parish 
Hall, in North Street. This means that the jokes I prepared for the lost meetings are well out of date 
(who said no change there?) and a new set will have to be conjured up! 
 
The membership of our u3a has now exceeded that of pre-pandemic levels. There are over 400 
members enjoying the social, learning and activity benefits associated with membership. What this 
means is that some groups are becoming oversubscribed. With 40 active groups to choose from 
you would be forgiven for assuming that there is plenty of room in the system, but a few groups are 
having to turn away new members. Could you help? Becoming a group leader supports the whole 
membership and is not an onerous task, with plenty of help at hand. If you know of an activity that 
you would like to see on the agenda, drop a line to the Groups coordinator who would be delighted 
to help you along the way. You don’t even have to be the fount of knowledge in your chosen group. 
There could well be other members willing and able to share their expertise once they realise that 
there is a desire for the subject. All the contact details are on the CID u3a website so please, at 
least, ask some questions! 
 
Stay safe and see you soon 

Paul Ebdon 
Chairman 

 
The next newsletter will be due at the beginning of May 2022, so we ask for any contributions to reach either 
of the Editors by 22nd April 2022. If you have any suggestions for improving the newsletter, please let Bob 
know at inskipr@aol.com or Jackie at jacqueline.a.bridge@gmail.com 
 

 
NEWS ABOUT THE GROUPS 
A full page article was placed in the latest edition of "Chard Flyer".  This is a free booklet which is 
available/delivered in the Chard area.  Although The Guildhall is unavailable January - March, we 
are holding an open meeting at the Ilminster Parish Hall (North Street)  in April.  Unfortunately there 
are no new groups planned at the moment, and some existing groups have not restarted due to 
Covid anxieties by members.   

Lyn Lowe 
Groups Coordinator 
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS 
Guitar Group 
We now have a settled group of guitarists together with a bass 
player and drummer. With this stability the group have 
improved a lot and we are now working on polishing some 
songs ready for performance to an audience. One milestone 
was reached when three of our members played a set of songs 
at the Donyatt Hall ‘Carols by Candlelight‘ evening in 
December. 
 
We are unable to accommodate more members at the moment 
but we would welcome anyone who is prepared to come along 
and sing. For more information please contact Bob Partridge 
on 01460 250755.  

Bob Inskip 

  

 
Past Times 

The Past Times history group meets on 
the third Thursday afternoon of each 
month, either at Donyatt Village Hall or 
elsewhere for an excursion. The 
program for 2022 comprises talks from 
January to April, excursions May to 
September, and talks from October to 
December. 
 
 
 

New members are welcome. For further information contact jim.lobley1950@gmail.com 
Jim Lobley 

 
Play Reading Group 
It is with much delight I am planning for the Play Reading Group  to meet again  on the 5th January 
for the first time since the April 2020 lockdown.  We will be welcoming a new member to our group 
and we are looking forward to starting again. 

Joyce Ashby 
Poetry for Pleasure 
Poetry for Pleasure has 3 vacancies. If anyone enjoys poetry and would care  to read poems to a 
group of like minded people in a friendly, leisurely way please contact me on 01460 64687 or email 
me on gillianmacdonald19@gmail.com.  

Gillian Macdonald 
 

Handbell Ringing 
I would like to start a handbell ringing group. Is there anyone willing and able to teach hand bells? 
If so please contact me. I would also like to hear from anyone interested in joining the group.  
 
My aim is to get a group together which will train and, eventually, go around entertaining at clubs, 
charity events etc.   

Harry Jacobson 
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Rambling Group 1: The Ambler Ramblers 
With the ‘season of mists and mellow fruitfulness’ 
running a bit slow last November, the Amblers 
headed for Langdon Woods near Morecombelake 
to maintain the tradition of finding autumn colours, 
trees and a bracing environment, together with 
some sea air and invigorating coastal views. We 
enjoyed a walk through field and woodland, com-
prising Scots pine, Larch and Beech trees.  
 
A good turnout of 21 participants, with some 
pushing the envelope and going for the optional 
additional diversion to the top of Dorset’s highest 
coastal promontory, Golden Cap, to be rewarded 
with truly splendid views from Beer Head to Port-
land.  
 
December, with the winter closing in, saw the Group doing the annual gentle return walk from Sidford 
to a very festive Sidmouth, more normally undertaken during the Town’s celebrated Folk Festival 
Week. The weather was kind, and the town was jolly with carols, lights and shoppers. 
 

For January 2022, with the shorter days and unpredictable 
weather, it was another level walk doing a circumnavigation 
of Chard Reservoir, with explanations of its significant contri-
bution to the local industrial heritage. The weather stayed 
kind and this lake, known to many, never fails to offer differing 
glimpses of spectacular wildlife. Ably led by Archie Bell, this 
walk set the tone for some much needed post-Christmas ex-
ercise! 
 
The Amblers always find some interesting little venues for 
lunching when the boots come off. In addition, this year’s 
moderation in the pandemic regime, thankfully allowed our 
annual pre-Christmas Lunch to go ahead as planned. Fifteen 
smartly turned out members enjoyed an excellent meal at the 
‘Staddlestones Restaurant’ in the Broadwindsor Craft Centre. 

 
A modest walk is anticipated for February, but there are new routes planned, with areas and venues 
to explore as the days gradually get longer. 

Mike Moore 
 
Rambling Group 2 

Looking back over Charmouth and Lyme Regis. 
 
Fourteen members enjoyed a sunny, if rather chilly, 
walk through Stonebarrow and Whitchurch 
Canonicorum before returning along the River Char 
for lunch  at the Royal Oak,  and then back to 
Charmouth Beach. 
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Canasta Group 
It is now over 4 months since the inception of our Canasta Group. Over 30 people have shown an 
interest in joining the group, but currently we have a regular attendance of some 18 to 24 members. 
Therefore we do have vacancies for any member wishing to come along and join us at the Ilminster 
Bowling Club.  Please contact Harry Jacobson via email at harryjacobson653@gmail.com. 
 
At Christmas 12 members met together for 
a Christmas Lunch at the Bowling 
Club. Some members could not attend for 
various reasons including family 
commitments, holidays, and illness. The 
meal was  really well presented and 
excellent value for money. All members who 
attended the meal enjoyed the food, wine 
and friendship that has built up over the past 
months.  
 
We started back again on the 6th January 
and continue to meet every 
Thursday morning  at the Club from 10am to 
12 noon. 

 
Harry and Chris  Jacobson 

 

 
 
 
 
SPEAKERS FOR 2022 
Guildhall meetings will resume in May. The speakers booked for May and June are: 
 
16th May Miranda Pender  One gun, two dead! 
20th June Philip Hoyland  Benefits, Brass and the Girtest, Grandest Day 
 
 
 
TRUST U3A MILITARY HISTORY GROUP 
The Trust U3A military History Group is open to all members. Meetings, on Zoom, take place weekly 
at 10.30am on Wednesdays. Presentations followed by a discussion last for around 90 minutes. It 
will appeal to anyone interested in any aspect of Military History. You can join via the Member’s 
Portal on Beacon. The Group Leader, Harry, can also be contacted via the Member’s Portal. 
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SPRING PLANNING FOR THE GARDEN 
  
Of vital importance your soil  - Acid, Alkali or Neutral - try to do a pH check with an inexpensive 
testing kit.  Take a small sample of soil, add some distilled water and shake. Then use the indicator 
to see what soil pH you have. If that’s a bit too time consuming, look and see if you have acid loving 
(ericaceous) plants such as Heather, Azaleas, Rhododendrons thriving, as that is a certain sign of 
a low pH (acidic) soil . Is your soil sandy or clay or is it nice and mixed and crumbly?  Tip some into 
a jar and add water, shake up and you will see instantly the mixture you have: stones, grit  and sand 
sinking, clay and silt particle high up, with some organic (composts)  floating. Estimate visually your 
soil mixture.  The ideal loam soil is an even mixture of (inorganic-non living) clay, sand, and fine silt 
and 10%  (organic –living matter).  
 
Add plenty of fresh organic matter (compost – manure – leaves or leaf mould)  and your plants will 
soon respond, as this creates fresh nutrients, holds moisture and restricts weeds effectively.  Some 
moderate slow release feeding will be welcome from March onwards, and then moderate liquid feed 
when plants start to flower. Different vegetables will have their own feeding requirements, so do 
check first. 
  
Plant for size, not just colour or fragrance – consider height AND width and, so often omitted, 
spread and space occupied in full bloom, as well as light and air circulation.  Shrubs are small trees 
so plan and prune carefully. 
 
Ground cover may also be just what you want in difficult planting areas.  Climbers should give great 
pleasure and lift colour up above all the other plants and can be used for covering up unsightly 
objects. 
  
Containers can be used successfully for bulbs, summer flowering bedding plants and annuals as 
well as specimen standard shrubs.  Try some vegetables such as new potatoes in a deep container 
if you haven’t done so before, they taste superb. Containers can be moved around to achieve the 
best position, but do so before adding water as they become too heavy.  Keep them well watered 
during hot weather and add water crystals before going away.  They work well!! 
 
Enjoy the new year planning and look after our wildlife, two and four legged. 

Tony Arnold MCIHort   

 

YOUR COMMITTEE 2020-2021 

Chair      Paul Ebdon 01460 67206  cidu3achair@gmail.com 
Business Secretary  Peter Walmsley 01404 831375 cidu3abussec@gmail.com 
Treasurer    Jim Lobley 01460 68208  cidu3atreasurer@gmail.com 
Membership Secretary  Kay Mendlson 07712182485 cidu3amemsec@gmail.com 
Groups Co-ordinator  Lyn Lowe  01460 68629  cidu3agroups@gmail.com 
Communications Co-ord  Lyn Lowe  01460 68629  cidu3acomms@gmail.com 
Speakers Organiser  Di Goldsmith 01460 65484 cidu3aspeakers@gmail.com 
Beacon Co-ord   Jim Lobley 01460 68208   cidu3abeacon@gmail.com   

NON-COMMITTEE 

Gill Lobley and Warren Young Webmasters 
Lewis Bates    Facebook Administrator and Publicity 
Jackie Bridge and Bob Inskip Newsletter editors 

 

 

Our Website can be found at: http://u3asites.org.uk/chardilminster 
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