
GRUMPY OLD MEN 2022 

Views expressed on this page are not necessarily those of Carlton & Gedling u3a. 

 

JANUARY 2022 
Our Monthly Zoom meeting began with our convenor reading the Speech to Parliament by 
Oliver Cromwell (the historical Uber-Grumpy) in 1653. Some of it sounded much like what 
we’ve been hearing in the chamber of our own Parliament recently!   

There followed a long discussion about some of the none too palatable actions of our 
forefathers in connection with our empire, and eventually the abolition of slavery, of which 
Britain and the Netherlands were major players. We abolished slavery in 1834 and paid 
compensation to slave owners and their descendants. Around 400,000 claims were made and 
cost around £17 Billion by today’s value to settle, The country went into hock to pay it and 
apparently our repayment on the loan was finally concluded in 2015. 

Among other topics discussed were: 

• Not-so-Smart meters 
Having cost £11Billion for installation so far it appears they will all stop working when 4G, & 
5G Communications take over in 2030, and will all have to be replaced or upgraded at great 
expense.  
 

• Under threat - the Great British Conservatory 
Climate change looks set to claim an unexpected new victim. Britain’s conservatories, the 
concern being that they can overheat a home in these increasingly warm summers. As a 
result, regulations are being suggested that would make conservatories far rarer in new-
build houses. From June any conservatory intended as a part of a new development will 
need to show it will not create unwanted solar gain. This change is part of a raft of 
measures aimed at future-proofing homes against summers where temperatures are 
predicted to reach 40ºC 
 

• Should “Gingerism” be considered as unacceptable prejudice? 
 

• Is it right that in a trade deal struck with Australia and New Zealand we will be importing 
meat that was raised under lower animal welfare and environmental standards than we 
have currently? Another Brexit win? 
 

And so on, 

And so on 

And despite all the grumpiness we still seemed to be thoroughly enjoying ourselves. 

 

 

FEBRUARY 2022 
Two meetings as usual this month, one as a Zoom and one at the Willowbrook and many of our 
old favourite subjects came up for review or amendment. 

• Potholes! yes, Potholes. We had a fresh grumble about the state of our roads especially 
when a recent study apparently confirms more than 10,000 motorists suffered pothole-
related damage to their vehicles, a 10% increase on previous years. At the same time 
the government has slashed the funding allocated to road repairs.  
 

• Smart motorways, plans to make them safer by providing more frequent emergency 
refuge areas will not now be completed before 2030!! Also the orange paint used on 



these areas is now thought to be too slippery, especially in the wet, and thus a hazard in 
itself. 
 

• More about Meters. We hear that Severn Trent Water can now apply to make water 
meters mandatory. Probably necessary in areas of water stress. 
 

• Smart meters. An overhaul of the energy market could allow smart meters to charge 
more for electricity at peak times and less during off-peak. Anyone remember storage 
heaters and Economy 7? 
 

• Fraud. A recent investigation claims that financial fraud is costing us taxpayers millions of 
pounds a week (more than four times the amount expected to be raised in the 
forthcoming National Insurance hike). 

On a less serious note we all enjoyed a collection of hard-to-believe insurance claims. 

And finally, as our convenor reminded us - Karl Marx is a historically famous philosopher but no 
one ever mentions his sister, Onya, the inventor of the starting pistol. 

 


