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June 2021: SCIENCE and TECHNOLOGY 
We are still meeting monthly on Zoom, trying to keep the conversation topical without getting 
too grumpy or too political (difficult in these trying times). 

Our main topic in June was the new Science and Technology Strategy policy, announced by 
Boris recently, buoyed up by the success of the vaccine programme.  Having cut the science 
and technology budget this year it is now to be increased to £22bn by 2025 and the new 
committee chaired by the Prime Minister and advised by Sir Patrick Valance.  The cynical are 
already saying that the government will have a greater say in what research money is put into 
and perhaps into “pet projects” instead of leaving it to the experts. 

The remit is, as ever, vague so we attempted to come up with our wish list of where we think the 
greatest need is, and the main priorities :- 

• Climate Change was top of the list – not only the science but more a concerted effort to 

make more people aware of what they should be doing towards it.  We had a long 

conversation about this and the fact that really the only two people the World really 

listens to are David Attenborough and Gretta Thunberg.  How can we get people to pay 

attention! 

• Laws and Policy to compel “Big Business” to change their practices in favour of Climate 

improvements – without this, and while ever large companies are making donations to 

political parties there is always wriggle room for organisations, building firms, packaging 

producers etc. not to make changes. 

• PPE – surely in this day and age there must be ways to provide an effective barrier 

against hazards without needing bulky uncomfortable “space suits”? 

• Batteries, esp. car batteries – both improvements in mileage and also in disposal needed 

• House Building – it should be compulsory to build ecologically and automatically with 

insulation, solar panels, no gas heating etc. 

• Carbon capture – the ability to take C02 from the air and bury it underground already 

exists but apart from Canada it is not being done (although a project in Scotland is due to 

begin).  Along with this, as with all new technologies, there needs to be a long term policy 

so that something introduced in one political term (Ed Miliband) cannot be cancelled by 

the next one (David Cameron) 

• Air Quality improvements, especially around major city roads 

• Electrical / white goods to be manufactured with long guarantees and a repair rather than 

replace philosophy 

We did cover some other topics – Why do charities have to look after injured (physically and 
mentally) Service veterans long term – shouldn’t this be the responsibility of the Government?  
Is advertising in Sporting fixtures becoming more important (and certainly more influential) than 
the Sport itself?  And then there were a few slippery-slope topics which risked toppling us into 
the grumpies – increasing heavy handedness from the Police particularly against Protests and 
Demonstrations, lack of Respect in general across all areas of society,  NHS selling our data to 
the big pharma companies, technology taking over all aspects of our lives ….. 

However, we ended the session as friends and with a smile. 
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