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There was a general feeling that we’re finding it hard to immerse ourselves in books in these 

strange times, without quite understanding why we can’t concentrate now we have time on our 

hands. These are the ones that managed to get passed our slump 

1. Susan Lewis is a popular author with some members, and Hiding in Plain Sight sounded 

intriguing. Mysterious disappearance and reappearance of a missing person and the 

detective work kept this reader engrossed.  

2. The Thursday Murder Club by Richard Osman (of Pointless) is complicated and 

challenges concentration, but if you want an easy life you can listen to it on the free BBC 

Sounds app  

3. When we have brain freeze, why not go for some light reading and A Perfect Cornish 

Christmas by Philippa Ashley could fit the bill.  

4. Your powers of perseverance will be rewarded if you finish Into the Water by Paula 

Hawkins. Different narrators tell a tale of unusual happenings, with women being 

compelled to enter the water and drown! The list of characters at the front is useful 

5. Another of this group's popular authors is Mary Higgins Clark, and as with most of her 

novels, I’ll be Seeing You is set in the USA. A journalist is investigating the presumed 

death of her father- easy page turner.  

6. For those fascinated by anything WW2, 1100 Miles with Monty by Norman Kirby could be 

what you’re looking for. From 1943 to 1946 the author was in charge of intelligence and 

security at General Montgomery’s Tactical HQ  

7. The Family Upstairs by Lisa Jewel is an engrossing tale set in London, a number one 

best seller; ‘creepy, intricate and utterly immersive’.  

8. The Midnight Library by Matt Haig is another best seller. Pick between life or death with a 

chance to put things right, make different life decisions.  

9. Looking for something to read to children? Fing by David Walliams is a book you’ll both 

enjoy.  

10. Ian McEwan’s 15th book is a story of a robot companion that gives you much to think 

about. It looks totally human, has a brain like a computer and seems to learn emotions. 

Find out the fascinating story in Machines Like Us.  

11. Our first biography is of the much missed Victoria Wood called Let’s Do It by Jasper 

Rees. This national treasure was a perfectionist which could make working with her 

difficult.  

12. The Real James Herriot: a memoir of my father is written by his son who worked 

alongside him. Using his father’s papers and photos , this is a warm and affectionate 

biography  

13. Runaway by Peter May is another bestseller and inspired by the author’s own life. Cast 

Iron by the same author , is ‘the red hot finale to the cold case Enzo series.  

Maggie Martinez   


