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Please send contributions for next month’s issue by Sunday 10th  July to
eg.rennie@ntlworld.com.  Articles for the website should be sent to Graeme Bunting.

Newsletter

THURSDAY 16th

10th ANNIVERSARY OF OUR U3A
QUIZ

Our June meeting on Thursday 16th will be the 10th Anniversary
of our u3a and will be a social event including  music from
STEELPANTASTIC, a u3a steel band followed by a quiz from
our own Neil Kendrick.
So gather your friends together and form teams of no more than
6 people. The room will be set out with tables and chairs.
Tea/coffee, cakes and biscuits will be served at the interval,
courtesy of your u3a, and after the steel band have played
again, answers will be read out and the winners awarded prizes.
Doors will open at 9.55am and the meeting will start at
10.20am followed by Steelpantastic and the quiz.
Can you please bring your own mugs for drinks.

“You Reds”
“You Reds”

mailto:eg.rennie@ntlworld.com
mailto:eg.rennie@ntlworld.com


Page 2

Grovelling Editor
As I mentioned last month, I’m
still a bit of a new boy with the
technical intricasies of puting
out the newsletter. Once I
have put it together, I need to
ensure that the overall size of
the computer file stays small
enough to be printed and put
on the website. In my panic to

One Liners - What is the point of an energy price cap when that cap keeps rising?

Thank you to all those who have now renewed
their membership subscription. If you haven’t done
so already, please go to the small meeting room
where you will find a form ready for you to check
and sign. Please check whether your arrangement
for Gift Aid  and emergency contact are up to
date. Collect your card and you will be able to vote
at our general meeting in July.
If you have not yet renewed, you can still do this
online using our own PayPal account or with a
cheque made out to Carlton and Gedling u3a. We
will also accept cash.
Thank you from the Membership Team
Maggie

I am pleased to report
that most of our groups
are now actively meeting
up again, and it’s great to
see members gaining
back their confidence to
meet up and join in. We
even have ideas being
floated for setting up new
groups, so please submit
any thoughts you have
regarding interest
groups, join in and enjoy
yourself. As the logo says

‘Live, Learn, Laugh’
June is here, not really flaming yet, but marks the
start of another membership year and more
importantly our 10th Anniversary. If you haven’t
already done so now is the time to renew your
membership, on line preferably, but if you unable
to do that then the membership team will be in
the meeting room to accept your renewal and
give you your membership card. See Maggie’s
article in this newsletter
As I said June marks the10th Anniversary of the
Carlton and Gedling u3a, and to celebrate this
the general meeting will be a social event
themed on the past 10 years. We will have a quiz
hosted by Neil Kendrick and a steel band to
entertain us, so please come along and join in.
Further details can be found in this newsletter.
July will be our AGM, so please help us by
joining the committee and keep the Carlton and
Gedling u3a active.
Richard

Membership Renewal

Chairman’s Message

The Newsletter is
published by the
Carlton, Gedling &
District u3a.  (Reg.
Charity No. 1157211)

Views expressed are
not  necessarily those
of the u3a or Editor

do so, I had to reduce the size of
photos and illustrations. The
result was that the quality of
some of  the pictures in the
newsletter was dreadful. So my
apologies to those contributors,
particularly the Photographic
Group who submit (obviously)
quality pics and I managed to
make them fuzzy. Oops. Eric.

I hereby give notice that our next AGM will
take place at the Richard Herrod Centre
Thursday 21 July 10.30am. All members
welcome and please bring your
membership card as only fully paid
members are allowed to vote on any items
needed to be voted on.
To join  the committee please email  the
business secretary
(carlandged.u3a.bus.sec@outlook.com) that
you wish to join the committee, and have 2
other members nominate you by email to the
same address. Existing Committee members
are unable to nominate new committee
members.
The committee vacancies are:-
Chairman, 2 Vice Chairs, Treasurer,
Committee member and 2 Co-opted
members
All applications need to be in 20 June 2022.
Richard Downing

Official Notice
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Our Speaker bounded onto
the stage at the May General
Meeting and never stood still
– pacing left and right as he
emphasized his points. I tried
to get photos of him in action
for this article but he kept
moving! That's not a
complaint because his
restlessness added to his
storytelling (and he is a
professional speaker).
He obviously has
many quirky or bizarre
tales about old London
and we got about twenty
coming thick and fast (I was
trying vainly to take notes –
missing so much).

The title of the talk was spot-
on, full of snippets like “The
Queen is not allowed to enter
the City of London without the
Lord Mayor's approval.”
The City of London is a
madness of streets, places,
lanes, circuses, gates,etc. but
no Roads apparently.

Scotland Yard was originally
the Embassy of Scotland (a
foreign nation in the Tenth
Century).    In more recent
centuries, the USA wanted
one side of Grosvenor Square
for it's Embassy. The
Grosvenor family do not sell –

some came back to life –
which disturbed nearby
residents.
Ben Johnson, the playwright
was buried bolt upright
because he did not want to
pay the fees for the length of
the plot.
 The Strand Theatre used real
horses in productions. Fifty
horses would ride across the
stage up to five time  in the
play.

Old London by-laws made it
illegal to have sex on a
parked motorcycle (Its not
known [f it applied to moving
motorcycles!).

Before the famous London
sewerage system and public
toilets, they had “human
lavatories” - who walked the
streets wearing a large black
cape and carrying a bucket.
They held the cape around
the customer while they did
their business (literally) in the
bucket. They then sold the
contents on to the Tanneries.

Enough! It seemed like a
hundred little stories. Good
entertainment.
Eric Rennie

One Liners - Never buy a car you can’t push.

Guest Speaker  Geoffrey Harris

they lease property. The USA
need to own their Embassy
buildings. The Grosvenors
suggested the US could
(in exchange)
give back the

huge

estates in
America

taken in the War of
Independence. A long lease
of 999 years was agreed.
Grosvenor Estates 1 USA nil.

The old system for burial in
London's cemeteries
depended on decomposition
and re-use of graves. The
advent of gravestones and
coffins messed up the
system.
Kensal Rise Cemetery –
people came by canal to visit
the celebrities interred there.
In the 1870s to 1900 they
issued death certificates – but

THE LONDON NO-ONE TELLS YOU ABOUT!
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One Liners - I wonder what kind of bird Humpty Dumpty would have hatched as?

 Visit to the
National
Memorial Centre
PROPOSED VISIT TO THE
NATIONAL MEMORIAL
ARBORETUM, Wednesday
17th August.
This will be a whole day visit,
leaving Richard Herrod Leisure
Centre at approximately 9.30 and
returning at 5.30.   The cost for the
coach will be £19.00 per person.
At the Arboretum there is a train to
take you round at a cost of £7.00
or we can organise a guided walk
at £3.50.
If you are interested in joining us,
please pay by cheque to Carlton
and Gedling U3A.   We will be at
the trips and visits desk at the next
general meeting.

Trips & Visits

Trips & Visits
Burghley House &
Gardens Wednesday 14th
September.Full
information available at
the trips table. Tickets
£30

Technical Support Group
Want to know how to make more use of your
Smart Phone, Tablet, Laptop or PC then
contact the Tech Support Group. We will be
around at general meetings to help with simple
problems, or are available to give one to one
help for anything more complex.
Unfortunately, we cannot fix broken equipment,
but may be able to point you in the right
direction for help.
Richard
rdowning39@gmail.com
07514212134

Coffee
Morning at
Portobello
 (on Carlton Road
opposite Iceland), is held on the 2nd and 4th
Thursday mornings of the month at 11am. Both
the coffee and the company is excellent, and
this is a good way to meet other members,
especially if you have recently joined our u3a.

Take part in a grand u3a procession from Carlton
Hill to Arnold in the morning of  Tuesday 20th
September. This is to celebrate 40 years of the
u3a movement and 10 years of Carlton and
Gedling u3a.
Put the date in your diary now!
We will be carrying a Beacon, banners and leaflets
to give out along the way. Fancy dress is strongly
encouraged.
The total distance is around 4 miles but you can just
walk a mile or two if you prefer. We shall be walking
on the pavement to be safe and to avoid holding up
the traffic
The proposed route
Start at the top of Carton Hill, Down to Carlton
Square, Along Gedling Road to Westdale Lane
(drop off point 1), Arrive Mapperley Top (drop off
point 2), to Arnold via  Arno Hill Rd or Coppice
Road.

U3a grand procession to Arnold
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For our April and May meetings we enjoyed a
guided tour of Southwell led by our very
knowledgable guide Mike Kirton. We met up
by the Minster, where we were told the history
of the site, and learnt that there had been a
church on the site for over 900 years.

We moved on to the Bishop’s Manor which
was built in 1905 and is the residence of the
Bishop of Southwell. Retracing our steps we
carried on to the ruins of the Archbishop’s
Palace which was in use until the Civil War.
The palace was wrecked by the
Parliamentarians and later plundered by the
locals.

As we walked towards Higgons Mead we
passed by the Dean’s Residence built towards
the end of the 17th century by William
Mompesson of Eyam fame. At Higgons Mead
we were told that a Roman Villa had been
discovered here some years ago.

We carried on along the road to two cottages,
now owned by Nottingham Trent University
and used for student accommodation. One of
these cottages was a butcher’s shop owned by
Matthew Bramley, and behind these cottages
is the famous Bramley apple tree. We heard
that in 1809 Mary Ann Brailsford planted an
apple pip from an apple being cooked to make

a pie. After the Brailsfords moved out, Matthew
Bramley moved in and it was while he was
living there Henry Merryweather a local
nurseryman spotted the tree. He asked if he
could take cuttings of the tree and the
Bramley’s Seedling was created. The tree is
unfortunately now in decline due to honey
fungus.

Leaving the garden we walked towards the
Burgage, passing Hill House built by John
Thomas Beecher, founder of the workhouse.
Arriving at the Burgage, we were told the
history of some of the houses, including
Burgage Manor where Lord Byron lived from
1803-5. Mike also pointed out the entrance to
the house of correction which was built in 1807
and closed in 1880. The original chapel can still
be seen behind the building.

We finished our walk at the Saracen’s Head
pub built in 1396 and the location of the
surrender of King Charles I to the Scottish
Commissioners. This was a really interesting
walk which we all enjoyed very much.

June’s meeting is a guided tour backstage at
the Lace Market Theatre. Please contact us for
details.

Anne Palmer

One Liners -  “We’re becoming very concerned about bike theft” said a spokesman.

Local History Southwell Walk

New venue, New dates
IIn the interests of “getting back to normal” the Discussion Group is returning to its original venue – Carlton
Fire Station.
We do, however, have a new monthly date and time.  From June onwards we will meet at 10.15 am on the
4th Fridays.
Dates for this year, therefore, are:   24/6, 22/7, 26/8, 23/9, 28/10. 25/11
We would welcome any new members – going forward we will be discussing a pre-selected topic each
month and then, following a break while coffee is made, we will talk about current affairs and any topics
members have picked from the TV news or newspaper articles.
On 24th June our major topic will be “How do we think the Monarchy should change to suit the modern
world?”    Plenty of contention there then!  I look forward to seeing all our regulars and a few new faces.
Lynne Jaremczenko 07771 801 957
Ever wanted to learn how to play a Guitar? Or did you start but give up after a while?

Discussion Group
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Striders Walk
May 2022 Walk. A lucky thirteen of us set off with the clouds gathering and climbed steadily up
Deepdale. There was an abundance of flowers all along the dale, most notably the orchids which
had replaced the cowslips which were dying back after their April show. We then crossed towards
the Magpie Mine where amongst other things we were treated to a magnificent display of
mountain pansies. Dropping down from Sheldon we stopped for lunch where we had splendid
views across the Derwent valley before returning to the car park through the woods that were
carpeted with wild Garlic flowers.

June 2022 Walk. A shorter
drive to the start this time, we
are repeating one of our
earliest walks from Winster,
reputed to be the home of the
first National Trust property.
The walk goes out to Stanton
Moor before returning via the
Limestone Way. The walk is
about 7 miles in length with a
couple of steep ascents and
descents. Meet in the car park
on Ranmoor road at 9.00am
on Thursday 23rd June and
bring a packed lunch.
Convenor Brian Shield

One Liners - Why is it called lipstick if you can still move your lips?

Striders Walking

Great introduction to Donizetti’s Lucia di Lammermoor from Paul Naylor. Many thanks Paul, it
was your first opera presentation on Zoom and it was perfect. We will be
discussing Lucia when we meet next at 10am on 3rd August. We won’t
be a meeting in July. The production we will be discussing is from San
Francisco opera. Search Lucia Donizetti San Francisco on YouTube or
click on this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AK833cKYqGs&t=2393s
Today, we had a good discussion of Monteverdi’s Coronation of
Poppea. Most but by no means all of us enjoyed the production which
dated from 1979. The director Jean-Pierre Ponelle opted for
orchestration, costumes, scenery and acting styles which would have
been familiar to 18th century audiences. We all loved the singing and
the actual opera. If you’re interested in finding out more about the opera
group, contact me via Beacon or email pkmartinez14@gmail.com. Paul
Martinez

Opera Group
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One Liners - I bought some rocket salad yesterday but it went off before I could eat it!

Greenfingers
The speaker at our May meeting was Peter Gardner who told us about the National Gardens
Scheme that was founded in 1927 with the aim of "opening privately owned gardens of quality,
character and interest to the public for charity". The scheme has raised over £60 million since it
began, and normally opens thousands of gardens a year on selected dates in England, Northern
Ireland and Wales.
The NGS came about from the original idea of the philanthropist William Rathbone who retained
nurse Mary Robinson’s services after his wife’s death to offer care for poor people in Liverpool
who could not afford to pay themselves. Together with Florence Nightingale they worked together
and ‘district nursing’ began.
With Queen Victoria’s support, The Queen’s Nursing Institute
(QNI) was founded to establish national standards for district
nursing.
At a QNI council meeting the idea was suggested that money to
support district nursing could be raised through the nation’s
obsession with gardening. In 1927 the National Garden Scheme
was founded and gardeners were asked to open their gardens for
‘a shilling a head’.   609 gardens opened and raised a total of
£8,191.
The first NGS brochure was published in 1932 detailing 1,079
gardens open for charity that year.
In 1984   Macmillan Cancer Support joined the list of NGS
beneficiary charities and is their longest standing partner with
over £17 million received in donations so far.
Dame Mary Berry became President of the NGS in 2016.
In the NGS’s 90th  anniversary year, £3million was donated to
charity to continue championing gardens and health.
Greenfingers members have visited several local NGS gardens
belonging to the scheme, by special arrangement. We will be
visiting a garden in Southwell in August.   Special thanks to   Pam
Bartram for arranging the visits.
Nicola Dandie

Guitar Group?
Ever wanted to learn how to play a guitar? Or do you sit on your own at home playing your guitar
but would love to play with others for pleasure?  If so this new group may well be the very thing
you need.

We are hoping to create a u3a Guitar group where like minded Eric Claptons or Hank Marvins can come
together to play a wide range of music on their guitar with other members.  It can be an acoustic 6 or 12
string, electric or base.

If you are new to the Guitar, we will be able to help get you started with a few easy first step lessons, or
help you improve.  If you can already play, the group will be a great place to come and play with other like
minded u3a guitarists.     Interested? nt more information? ve me or Richard a call/text or message and if
enough members show an interest we will have a get together and see how we can make it work.

You can text or call Richard Downing on 07514212134  or, Tom Grainger on 07800949396.
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5 Miles and a Cup of Tea

One Liners - They say that most accidents happen within 2 mile of home, so I moved.

In May, 15 of us set off in the
morning sunshine from Strelley
Hall.   The bluebells were the stars
of the show followed closely by the
scones and paninis at the Mulberry
Tree Cafe.
We are a really sociable   group
and would love you to join us on
future walks.

Tuesday 12th July meet at
Ranmoor Road car park at 9.30am
for car sharing.
The walk will start from The Royal Oak, Tenman Ln, Car Colston, Nottingham NG13 8JE   if
anyone prefers to meet at the start of the walk.
This is a mainly flat walk through the fields towards Bingham, passing Archer's lake where you can
visit a bird hide .
Afterwards we can grab a coffee/ beer overlooking the common.
Sue Fairweather

Religious Architecture Group
St. Giles’ Church, Sandiacre, Derbyshire
Twelve members of our group visited St. Giles’ Church, in the Diocese of Derby, where we were
given a warm welcome by John, a historian, and a life-long member of the congregation. Later we
were joined by the German-born rector, Olaf Trelenberg, after he had conducted a funeral service
in the nearby graveyard.
 We were given the interesting history of the church: The Grade I church, built on Saxon foundations,
in the centre of hill-top village of Sandiraca*, was erected in the 11th century, as a simple Norman
Nave, the West Tower is 14th century; the large Chancel was added in 1342.
It has since undergone several re-orderings with further restoration taking place in Victorian times,
in 1855, 1866 and 1883 when new additions included pews, bells,
organ, and gas chandeliers. The church still retains some
Romanesque features: the South Doorway, the Chancel Arch and

two nave windows.
The present organ dates from
1977, built by Nigel Church in
consultation with David
Butterworth. Sandiacre, as we
now know it, began to grow
around the lower slopes of the
village with the commencement of
the Industrial Revolution.
According to Simon Jenkins the
church is in the best 1,000
churches in England.            Mike
Johnson
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One Liners - I’ve just poured superglue into a non- stick pan. Ha! One of them has to be wrong!

Drama Group

Strollers
In May the Creative Writing
Group met as usual, in the
Willowbrook on the Friday
after the general meeting.
The subject was 'Love'.
Members read what they
had written, and we heard
about various kinds of love
from different types of
writing.
The first reading was a
poem about love for a
mother.  Next we heard
how a member had met
their partner, and how the
love was as strong today
as ever, after over twenty
years.  Then we heard
about how love had grown
and changed over time with
a partner, from romance to
a situation of caring.  The
final reading was from a
longer story, and covered a
parent-child love as well as
bisexuality
The subject for the next
meeting is 'Windmill'.
Everyone is very welcome
to come along and bring
anything they have written
or just listen to members
writings.
Susan Oliver

Writing
Creative

The June walk will be at 10am starting from the Lambley Lane
Car Park at the lower end of Lambley Lane. The walk will be
round Gedling Country Park. It will be a bit less than three
miles with a refreshment stop half way round at the café and
visitor centre. The walk is on very good paths. There is a slow
climb at the beginning.   Mike Johnson will be leading at a
leisurely pace. For more details contact Mike
classicmike2005@hotmail.co.uk. If you’ve strolled before, you
know the walks are fun. If you haven’t, come along and try the stroll.
Paul Martinez

Hi
Do you enjoy a laugh?   Do you have a good imagination or a
creative side?   Are you a budding writer, costume designer,
scenery artist or even a budding actor?   Then we need you.
The drama group is looking for new members   no previous
experience is needed,   just come along to one or two of our
meetings and see what you think - we promise not to throw you
in at the deep end!
For more information please email     patti99d@gmail.com
Pat Downing

Table Tennis has restarted and we are all enjoying the welcome return to some light exercise and
fun. We have 3 tables so plenty of room for everyone. If anyone would like to join just come along
on Monday 10-11 to Netherfield Forum (the old medical centre). No experience necessary.
Equipment provided. £3-00. Just wear trainers and comfortable clothing.
Andrea Stockdale 07527090324

Table Tennis
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One Liners - The temptation to sing “The Lion Sleeps Tonight” is never more than a whim away.

 The second artist was the french painter Bertha
Morisot. Born in 1841 in Paris, she also painted
in the style of the Impressionists. Morisot's
uniqueness was that she was a woman in a
world in which almost everyone was male, and
as a consequence she never achieved the same
recognition as that of her contemporaries.
Excluded by her gender from formal art training,
Bertha and her sister Edma painted together in
their home. Because of the restictions of her life,
many of her paintings reflect domesticity. Her
most famous work is  The  Cradle, painted in
1872, in which a mother is gazing at her child in
the cradle. It was exhibited in the Impressionist
exhibition of 1874,
the first woman to
exhibit within the
group. Morisot had a
close association
with the painter
Manet, who
appreciated her
paintings, but said it
was a pity she was
not a man! She died
in 1895, having
contracted
pneumonia from her
daughter Julia.
Christine Russell

Art Appreciation
The subjects for our May meeting were the
two artists Joaquin Sorolla and Bertha
Morisot.
Sorolla was a Spanish artist, born in
Valencia in 1863, and died in 1923. He was
an extremely prolific painter, producing
around 4,000 pieces of work. He began in
the style of a traditionalist painter, taking his
influence largely from Goya. Gradually he
focused more on social paintings, showing
the poverty of workers especially in the
fishing industry. From around 1908 he began
painting in the style of the Impressionists,
and became recognised especially for the
way in which he created light in his paintings.
His  Running along the Beach  is a wonderful
example of how he captured the light and
movement of figures running through the
waves. His ability lead him to be given the
accolade of 'the master of light' by the painter
Monet.

We did our bit for the Queen's Jubilee.... albeit in our own peculiar way.
Music which suggested something to do with Jubilee, Celebration, Party, etc. and of course Queen.
We had three different 'Celebrations' including Kool and the Gang's, Grandma's Party (Paul Nicholas),
Garden Party (Rick(y) Nelson), Party Hard (Andrew WK), Get The Party Started (Pink). Jubilee (Mary
Chapin Carpenter) and a very relevant Platinum Jubilee Song.
Obviously lots of Queen variations – Mostly not referencing our Queen. (David Bowie's) Queen Bitch, (Billy
Ocean's) Caribbean Queen, (Westlife's) Queen of my Heart, (The Doors') Queen of the Highway, (Juice
Newton's version of ) Queen of Hearts, (Jerry Lee Lewis') version of Little Queenie, (Deacon Blue's)
Queen of the New Year, (Redbone's) Witch Queen of New Orleans, and the old Elizabethan Reggae.
The elephants in the Zoom, that I think a lot of us had ready on our playlists – (Abba) Dancing Queen and
(Sex Pistols) God Save The Queen. But we didn't. It wouldn't have been in the spirit of the Jubilee.

Our next meeting, on Zoom, 7th June – theme of “Belters” - those over the top, give it some welly, tears to
the eyes, with gusto, etc. (Diva territory). But that's before this newsletter comes out. After that - it's “Ups
and Downs” as a theme on the 21st June on Zoom.
If anyone wants to join us, get in touch.   Eric the Convenor

Music Appreciation Group
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One Liners -  Gaddafi - what an idiot! A dictator and he only made himself a Colonel.

Grouchy

Pornography- when is it
OK to watch porn? Not at
work or on public transport,
obviously, but is there a
place where it is OK?  When
a mainstream TV
programme shows naked
bodies (creepily-without
faces), is that soft porn? The
Grouchy Girls are a liberal
bunch, and felt soft porn. on
home TV could relieve the
sort of men who might
behave in a sexually
inappropriate way. Others
felt it could give, youngsters
in particular, the idea that
women are sex objects and
encourage misogynist
attitudes. None of us were
sure what was legal but
some members had seen
hard core images flash on to
their TV screen when
channel hopping late at
night.

Advertisements- amusing or
drive you crazy? We had fun
with this topic, and between us
remembered the words for the 5
boys chocolate. Jean is driven
mad by the adults with children’s
voices but we thought
Specsavers ads. amusing. We
decided the ones we
remembered had catchy jingles,
and treated the Willowbrook to a
few renditions.  We notice how
inclusive ads. can be these
days.

AFTER MORE ATTACKS ON
CHILDREN, what should
happen before people are
allowed to keep a dog? Some
breeds are illegal, but some
dog lovers in the group thought
all problems are down to the
owner not training the dog. All
agreed that children should
never be alone with a dog
because dogs can react
instinctively to unpredictable
behaviour. It was also agreed
that when a dog jumps up you,
it adds insult to injury when the
owner says ‘It’s OK, it won’t
hurt you’. Children should be
taught not to approach dogs to
pet them.  All dogs should be
chipped, but along with puppy
farms, we don’t think there is
enough enforcement.

Girls

Join us for lunch at 12 on Wednesday 15th June at The
Willowbrook, or at 1p.m. for the discussion.
Maggie Martinez

Mays meeting of the craft group
saw us getting to grips with
quilling. This is rolling strips of
coloured paper and using the coils
to create pictures and
decorations. Our group used them
to create pictures on greeting
cards.
Pat Downing

Craft Group
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Theatre Visits
At the June general meeting, we will be selling
tickets for a fascinating programme including
Thrillers, Musicals, and comedies. It feels like we are
getting back to the old days! If you want to reserve a
ticket but are not able to attend the general meeting,
please email Paul Martinez or Tricia Terndrup
The shows are:
2 from the Classic Thriller season in August
Spider’s Web 2pm Wednesday 3rd August Theatre
Royal £27
Night Must Fall, 2pm Wednesday August 10th,
Theatre Royal, £27

Musical, The Hunchback of Notre Dame (
Nottingham Operatic society), 2.30pm Wednesday
26th October, Theatre Royal, £24

DRAMA "The clothes they stood up in", Saturday
September 24th, 2.30. Nottingham Playhouse £7.50
"Much ado about nothing", 15 October, 2.30,
Nottingham Playhouse £7.50
"Nine Night", 5 November, 2.30, Nottingham
Playhouse £7.50

Advanced Notice
This years Panto at the Playhouse will be Dick
Whittington, Saturday, November 26th, 2.30.

Reviews: Red Ellen
On  Saturday April 30th a group of us
spent the afternoon at Nottingham
Playhouse watching Caroline Bird’s new
play about the later years of Ellen
Wilkinson’s life.   She was one of the
main organisers of the Jarrow march,
saw to the constructing of air raid
shelters and the distribution of Morrison
Shelters and later as the Minister for
education increased the school leaving
age to 15 among her many exploits.   On
her death all her personal papers were
destroyed so the scenes in the play
devoted to her private life are largely
imaginary, but she certainly visited
Germany and Spain so I suppose she
could have met Einstein and
Hemmingway.

The title role was played by Bettrys Jones an
excellent fiery performance which
commanded the stage throughout without
over playing. She was very ably supported
by six very versatile actors who changed
smoothly from male to female and from
performers to scene shifters. Camilla Clarke
designed the set and costumes which
worked very well moving seamlessly from
bedrooms to burning buildings. There were
some exciting moments but I personally
thought it could have been better lit., and the
sound system left a lot to be desired, in fact I
had to move seats and obtain a set of loop
earphones in the interval and this made the
second act much more enjoyable. All in all it
was an enjoyable, if somewhat long, thought
provoking play.  Shirley Ellis

One Liners - Beauty is in the eye of the beer-holder
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