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MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 
 
MARGARET ROUTLEDGE        01268 698490      magreneu3a@gmail.com   

 

http://www.u3asites.org.uk/canvey-thameside


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CHANGE OF PERSONAL 

 

We would be grateful if you could please let us know of any 
changes you have made to your: 

 

 HOME ADDRESS 
EMAIL ADDRESS 

TELEPHONE NUMBER/S  
I.C.E. CONTACT/S 

 

as soon as possible so that we can update our records. 
 

Many thanks, Jan 
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We welcomed Martyn Lockwood to our AGM meeting to enlighten us on 
postcards, generally, and the saucy seaside ones in particular. 
 

Postcards were invented in Austria in 1869, with 
Royal Mail following in 1870. It was pre-stamped 
and not very exciting, blank on both sides. By 1894, 
postcards with pictures were allowed, but the 
message had to be crammed onto the side with the 
picture. By 1902, we had the standard postcard we 
know with the address and message both on the back. 
 

The famous name, among others, in saucy postcards was 
Donald Fraser Gould McGill. He came from a fairly typical 
middle class background, though he lost his father and his foot 
when young. He became a draughtsman and looked the 
archetypal late Victorian gentleman. His marriage to Florence, 

whose father ran a famous music hall in Greenwich, gave him ideas for his 
cards, but the start was an accident. In 1904, aged 30, he drew a cartoon for 
a nephew in hospital to cheer him up, a publisher saw it and soon Donald 
was producing 6 a week, drawing the cards for the captions to be added later. 
Despite 12,000 designs in his career and 200 million postcards sold, he never 
really made much money out of it and his daughters did not really approve. 
 

He started off doing normal greetings card but adapted to where the market 
lay, and did sporting themes before switching mainly to the new seaside day 
trippers and holiday makers keen to tell everyone back home and brag about 
their holiday. Although many normal postcards were produced, and holiday 
towns and the railways were keen to attract new clients, and this was the era 
of boarding houses, which many of us will have fond memories of, with selling 
points like 10 minutes to the sea (it never was), basin with hot water in every 
room and the choice of menu, one dish, like it or lump it. Anyway, back to the 
point, the cards featured the classic double meanings, pretty smutty for those 
days, and ridiculed fat ladies, skinny husbands, vicars and many more. 
 

Donald did adopt his work to suit the times. He produced many WW1 
postcards which picked up the common theme to back the war effort and 
persuade, cajole and embarrass young men to join up. 
 

With the war over, the usual run of seaside postcards, including Donald’s, 
started again, with scenic views, packed ladies and gentlemen 
promenading and the attractions. The cards made everywhere look 
magnificent, including Canvey, Southend, Maldon and the new Butlins, long  
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Details of our U3A Insurance, our PPL Licence and 
our MPLC Umbrella Certificate can be found on our 

website www.u3asites.org.uk/canvey-thameside under 
the ‘INFO’ tab. 

 
A PPL licence is required when recorded music, 

including radio and TV, is played in public. 
 

An MPLC Umbrella Certificate allows us to show films 
and TV shows 

 
1989 AUSTRIAN POSTCARD 

 
DONALD McGILL 
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 since gone and now a housing estate, at Clacton. During WW2, postcard 

production stopped again, due to paper shortages, but began again in 1943. 
 

Throughout the talk we were treated to some classic double meaning postcards. 
Although Martyn read them out deadpan, I was imagining someone like Frankie 
Howard reading them with the correct emphasis. But these classic, rude postcards 
were to prove his undoing. The 1950s, not just in Britain, during the heightening of 
the Cold War, spies galore and concerns about morality and illegitimate children 
from the war, concerns about the youth and many more, saw a morality crusade 
by the Conservative government. One effect was the ban on many books. Each 
town set up a public moral watch committee to assess whether the seaside 
postcards were obscene or not using the 1857 Obscene Publications Act. 
Blackpool’s committee contained a vicar and others likely to be unimpressed. They 
looked at 1000+ postcards and banned 40 as obscene, and Martyn showed us. 
 

Some of the ones banned. However, each town committee operated to its own 
standards, so there was no consistency. The government also prosecuted McGill 
and others, including the companies that produced the postcards, under the act. 
McGill was found guilty in 1954 and was fined £50. The government, amusingly, 
asked McGill to serve on a new committee looking to bring in a more modern 
Obscene Publication Act. McGill died in 1962, not a rich man at all. 
 

He has a blue plaque, a plaque to record a raid to remove postcards from a shop 
and a museum in the Isle of Wight. You can still buy the postcards at varying prices, 
and the original artwork by him, before the captions were added, is becoming 
increasingly valuable. Postcards, as such, have probably had their day, though we 
were still sending them only a few years ago. Now we have the photos on 
Facebook and the desire to tell people about your holiday, only posted when you 
return of course. 
 

Martyn certainly evoked memories of a bygone era, which we all remembered 
fondly.     
Paul. 
 
 

 

 

 

FUN FACTS 
The scientific term for brain freeze is “sphenopalatine ganglioneuralgia.” 
 

Canadians say “sorry” so much that a law was passed in 2009 declaring that an apology 
can’t be used as evidence of admission to guilt. 
 

Back when dinosaurs existed, there used to be volcanoes that were erupting on the moon. 
 

One habit of intelligent humans is being easily annoyed by people around them but saying 
nothing in order to avoid a meaningless argument. 
 

If a Polar Bear and a Grizzly Bear mate, their offspring is called a “Pizzy Bear.” 
 

In 2006, a Coca-Cola employee offered to sell Coca-Cola secrets to Pepsi. Pepsi 
responded by notifying Coca-Cola. 
 

A single strand of Spaghetti is called a “Spaghetto.” 
 

In Colorado, USA, there is still an active volcano. It last erupted about the same time as the 
pyramids were being built in Egypt. 
 

The first movie ever to put out a motion-picture soundtrack was Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs. 
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In May we saw The Book Club - The Next Chapter with Diane Keaton, 
Jane Fonda , Candice Bergen and Mary Steenburgen. The film was very 
light-hearted and enjoyable.  
 

In July we saw Indiana Jones and the Dial of Destiny, which was an 
extremely fast moving and "edge of your seat" adventure sequel.  
 

Two very different films, as we try to keep things varied. 
 

For details of future cinema visits please contact Georgia 

 
 

 

 
 

 
These are the 2023 Friday monthly meeting 

dates for your diary 
 

 

We would ask that our members do 

not arrive at the car park until after 

9.30 please 

 

 

 

The Groups Convenors would be grateful if you could let them know 
as soon as possible if you are unable to attend a group session as 
many of them prepare materials, etc for use at each meeting.   
Thank you 
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If your name is not shown here your birth date was omitted from your membership form. 

Please let Jan know your birthday to add to our records. 

 

 

 

 

20 

 
   

 

 

 

5 

1st Stephanie Hughes 
2nd Charles Barden 
3rd Roy Broomfield 
3rd Hilary Blackwell 

5th Pat Dingle 
5th Shirley Castile 

8th  Elizabeth Caulfield 
10th Valerie Nash 

15th Christine Hughes 
15th  John Powell 

18th Derek Wilkinson 
21st Kay Bibbey 
22nd June Gleed 

23rd Sean Scanlon 
24th Keith Thorne 

27th Marion Felstead 
29th Pat Smith 
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FRIDAY MEMBERS MEETING 
SPEAKERS LIST

 
 

SEPTEMBER 15th   
Medical Detection Dogs. 
Using their amazing sense of smell dogs can be trained to 
identify minute odour changes emitted prior to an emergency 
and alert the person to take preventative action. 
 

-oOo- 
 

OCTOBER 20th   
Les Mis to Lion King        Martyn Harrison 
Martyn, as a tenor, worked with major opera companies 
including New Sadlers Wells.  He has an amazing voice and 
his renditions of a variety of musicals is excellent.  His jokes 
and stories about his time in musical theatre is very 
interesting. 

-oOo- 
 

NOVEMBER 24th   
Its beginning to look a lot like Christmas 
Eve Regelous 
Eve has been involved in the entertainment industry for most 
of her life and has provided entertainment for audiences from 
6-1500 in number. She has booked and worked with over 70 
celebrities from pop stars to actors. 
Eves talk is light hearted on the best and worst things about 
Christmas, a subject you either love or hate! 

 

 Choose your craft, have a go. 
 

Lots available, beginners or 
experienced 

 

Meets last Tuesday each month at 
1.30pm at Jeans house. 
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every month
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QUACK,  QUADRANGLE,  QUADRANT,  QUADRATIC,  QUADRUPED, 

QUAINT,  QUALIFY,  QUANDARY,  QUANTIFY,  QUANTUM,  QUARREL, 

QUARRY,  QUART,  QUARTER,  QUARTZ,  QUASH,  QUOTATION, 

QUAVER,  QUAY,  QUEEN,  QUEER,  QUELL,  QUENCH,  QUERY, 

QUEST,  QUESTION,  QUEUE,  QUIBBLE,  QUICK,  QUICKSAND, 

QUICKSTEP,  QUIET,  QUILL,  QUILT,  QUINCE,  QUIP,  QUIRKY, 

QUIT,  QUITE,  QUIVER,  QUIZ,  QUOTA,  QUOTE,  QUOTIENT. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUNTY ACID ANECDOTES 
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DINING CLUB
 

PLEASE CONTACT THE 
GROUP CONVENORS FOR 

FUTURE DINING 
BOOKINGS 

 

  

 

   

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/236x/29/79/79/297979d3561b5cb5d5a0dbd3cd107af1.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/566327721864296447/&docid=sxSi_FOwd3A0KM&tbnid=eq8npKZHHbLn_M:&vet=1&w=236&h=236&safe=active&bih=493&biw=1152&q=aunty%20acid%20jokes&ved=0ahUKEwioyenB2-_RAhXDAsAKHQV0CRUQMwgsKA8wDw&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/236x/f4/e9/64/f4e964e90d8b8a98514846edb23c3725.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/77335318574966760/&docid=l8g4h5hlcOdGzM&tbnid=8QwyVLVyTfs60M:&vet=1&w=236&h=236&safe=active&bih=493&biw=1152&q=aunty%20acid%20jokes&ved=0ahUKEwioyenB2-_RAhXDAsAKHQV0CRUQMwg_KBgwGA&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/736x/43/d4/e3/43d4e311059b8e3a98034856b2e61e1a.jpg&imgrefurl=https://uk.pinterest.com/explore/aunty-acid/&docid=KR_mStD8zv7QVM&tbnid=rOV9AnyI1u56gM:&vet=1&w=570&h=570&safe=active&bih=493&biw=1152&q=aunty%20acid%20jokes&ved=0ahUKEwioyenB2-_RAhXDAsAKHQV0CRUQMwhgKDkwOQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Our Keep Fit Group meetings  
are held:   

 

EVERY TUESDAY 
(2 morning sessions) 

 

At: THE JUBILEE HALL  
at the rear of Waterside Farm Sports Centre 

 

The sessions are run by Karen Lawrie 
(Who was our guest speaker at our May Friday  

meeting and everyone at that meeting had a great time!) 

 

 

WASH IT AGAIN 
 

My mother had decided to trim the household 

budget wherever possible, so instead of having a 

dress dry-cleaned she washed it by hand. Proud of 

her savings, she boasted to my father, 'Just think, 

Ivor, we are five pounds richer because I washed 

this dress by hand.'  
 

'Good', my dad quickly replied. 'Wash it again.' 

 

 

PIZZA TO GO 
 

Dai worked in a local Pizza Parlour near Swansea, Wales. A man 

came in and ordered a pizza to take away [pizza to go]. Dai asked 

the man whether he would like the pizza cut into 4 or 6 portions. 

The man puzzled over this for quite a while before answering 

that he would prefer 4 portions because he thought he wasn't 

hungry enough to eat 6. 

 
TWO FUNNY CAT JOKES 

1. Two female cats are sitting on the fence passing the time of day 

when a really handsome tomcat walks by and winks at them.'Oh 

darling, did you see that one?' one of the felines opines. 'I wouldn't 

mind sharing a dead mouse with him.' 'Oh, forget about him,' her 

friend tells her. 'I went out with him once, and all he did was talk 

about his operation.' 
 

2. A tomcat was heard running up and down the alley for hours. A 

neighbour called his owner and asked what was happening. The owner 

said, 'Well, I had him fixed today, and he's going around cancelling 

all his engagements.' 
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WE MEET AT THE CAFE/BAR IN SANDY BAY, THORNEY BAY ROAD 
(The bar is left past the entrance, near the pool) 

 

  

FUTURE 2023 MEETINGS: 
 

19th September: Georgia is talking about DNA testing and 
family tracing, which will help us use tests we have had done or 
might encourage us to have a test done. (Ancestry regularly do 
offers, as one example.) 
 
!7th October: Graham Stevens has asked to do a talk for us on 
his family's first settlement on Canvey in the early 1900s, including 
a connection with William Wilberforce. He and Rod were regular 
contributors to our local history group at St Anne's. 
 
14th November: Wills. This was suggested last time. I will do a 
general introduction on wills, including a few funny ones I have 
come across. The best bit will be examples you bring in, as they do 
tell us a lot about families, possessions etc. So dig them out and 
bring them along. 
 
12th December: Further details about life in 1921 based on the 
census. Since we last did sessions on the 1921 census, a lot of 
research has been done on what it tells us about life then. 
 
Meetings will, hopefully, continue into the new year, 9th January, 
6th February etc. 
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1. Fee paid for instruction (7) 
5. Pills (7) 
9. Bizarre (9) 
13. Relating to the moon (5) 
14. Ineffective (7) 
15. Inoculation (11) 
17. Atmosphere (3) 
18. Victorious (10) 
19. Hint (4) 
20. Latin American dance (5) 
22. Torpid (5) 
24. Stopped (6) 
26. Mantle (4) 
27. Display of temper (7) 
30. Border (4) 
31. Writing implement (6) 
 

33. Sports meeting (7) 
34. Stroll (5) 
37. Forsee (7) 
38. Short sleep (3) 
39. Garret (5) 
41. Duped (7) 
43. Menaced (10) 
45. Crowds (10) 
48. Satisfied (7) 
49. Of a particular vicinity (5) 
51. Belonging to us (3) 
52. Species (7) 
54. Farewell remark (5) 
56. Floorshow (7) 
58. Mad (6) 
59. Print (4) 

62. Flair (7) 
63. Unsightly (4) 
64. Hot pepper (6) 
66. Relating to country life 
(5) 
68. Callow (5) 
70. Manage (4) 
71. Snapshot (10) 
73. Spoil (3) 
75. Yes (11) 
76. Japanese art of paper 
      folding (7) 
77. Stringed instrument (5) 
78. Churning (9) 
79. Come before (7) 
80. Countries (7 

1. Garrulous (9) 
2. Located inward (5) 
3. Annoy (8) 
4. Sustenance (11) 
5. Rising warm air current (7) 
6. Tree (5) 
7. Alleviating (6) 
8. Rescue (4) 
9. First-class (9) 
10. Illegal act (5) 
11. Rule (5) 
12. Adapt (7) 
16. Aerial (7) 
21. Useful device (6) 
23. Bird of prey (5) 
 

25. Oval (7) 
27. Quisling (7) 
28. Reprimands (7) 
29. Of the city (5) 
32. Hide (7) 
35. Aged (7) 
36. Ferocious (6) 
37. Cure-all (7) 
40. Band of supporters (7) 
42. Disregard (6) 
43. Stress (7) 
44. Newspaper feature (7) 
46. Do away with (7) 
47. Planet (5) 
 

52. Exoneration (11) 
53. Go in (5) 
55. Ambiguous (7) 
57. Plan (9) 
60. Uproarious (9) 
61. Disallow (8) 
62. Long flag (7) 
65. Baggage (7) 
67. Select (6) 
69. Deduce (5) 
70. Stop (5) 
72. Clan (5) 
73. Tropical fruit (5) 
74. Assist (4) 
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For further details please contact Jim:  jamesmartin.U3A@talktalk.net 

or contact John on 07771997069, johnclarke259@googlemail.com    
Or contact Linda, our Groups Co-ordinator, on 07787409238 or 01268 691974 
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SOLUTION PAGE 22 
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UPCOMING THEATRE EVENT 
 

TUESDAY 3RD OCTOBER 
 

 

Price is £60.00  
 

 

Deposits now being taken 
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