
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

 
 

www.u3asites.org.uk/canvey-thameside 

 

FOR ENQUIRIES PLEASE RING THE ABOVE BETWEEN  

9AM-6PM MONDAY TO FRIDAY ONLY.  THANK YOU. 
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I would be grateful if you could please let me know of any 
changes you have made to your: 

 

 HOME ADDRESS 
EMAIL ADDRESS 

TELEPHONE NUMBER/S  
I.C.E. CONTACT/S 

 

as soon as possible so that I can update my records. 
 

Many thanks, Jan 

 

PLEASE DO NOT VISIT THE DESKS AT THE 
BACK OF THE HALL UNTIL AFTER RAFFLE HAS 
BEEN DRAWN. 
 

GOING TO THE DESKS AT THE BACK DELAYS 
THE START OF THE MEETING. 
 

THERE WILL BE AMPLE TIME TO BOOK TRIPS, 
ETC AFTER THE RAFLE. 
 

THANK YOU 
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 SHIPS, DISASTERS AND STORIES OF CANVEY’S 

MARITIME PAST 
A talk by Rod Bishop and Graham Turner 

 

Firstly, apologies for deafening everyone with the feedback from the 
microphone. As usual, we set it all up and checked it was all working 
before you came in, so we don’t know why there was suddenly an issue. 
Gremlins? 
 

Anyway, we welcomed Rod Bishop and Graham Turner, past veterans of 
our Local History Group talks before Covid (B.C.?), and many us have 
fond memories of the wallpaper scroll, before they became more hi-tech. 
They started with a familiar sight of Essex barges, a painting by Harry 
Russell of Stacky, one of the barges, off Thorney Bay. There were once 
over 100, and they were used in this case to take hay to London for all 
the horses at work on the street. They had a crew of two only. 
 

We then told about a series of disasters, mainly collisions. I can 
appreciate it can be quite tricky in fog and the shipping channel isn’t that 
wide, but I was surprised at the number. Ben Mohr in 1902, on a foggy 
day, was bringing 1500 tons of cement in barrels, when it was hit by SS 
Banffshire, a cargo ship. The skipper of the Ben Mohr ran it aground on 
Thorney Bay to clear the channel. The cement turned solid in the barrels 
and was salvaged by Hester (Winter Gardens, monorail fame). It was 
used as foundations for Beach House and Marlborough House, and the 
barrels can still be seen around the island, mainly as decorative features. 
 

In 1924, the Matatua was involved in a collision with another ship, 
witnessed by Harry Russell. This was off Hole Haven. The Matatua was 
collecting explosives made in this area. (Wat Tyler Country Park is the 
site of an explosives factory as an example. Flat area by river, not many 
inhabitants in case it goes up). Although 8 of the crew were lost, the ship 
was salvaged and returned to service. In 1945 MV Erinna had 8000 tons 
of petrol from Shell Haven, when yet another collision led to a broken tank 
and fuel burning in the sea. Fire tenders were stationed at the Lobster 
Smack jetty (war time). A complicated laying out of pipes led to a bravery 
award, the fire was put out and the boat towed to safety. In 1948 the Skum 
(Norwegian) was listing and spilling its timber cargo load. However, this 
may have occurred off Harwich as a passenger liner rescued 20 of the 
crew, so the timbers around Canvey shores may be nothing to do with the 
Skum, which was involved in many North Sea convoys, and was regularly 
at Southend. 
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3 
 A happier story was when the new Royal Yacht Britannia sailed past 

Canvey in 1954 towards the end of the new queen’s tour of the Empire 
and Commonwealth, though most of the tour was on a refurbished 
ship, the Gothic, used by George VI, and used on this tour as far as 
Aden, as the new yacht wasn’t ready. 
 

The gas, petrol and other plants and their jetties have inevitably been 
the scenes of some accidents, potentially very dangerous of course. 
Liquified Natural Gas (kept at -162 degrees C, or similar temperature 
on the moors pitches we had to play rugby on in Sheffield at school! 
Another talk in itself!) arrived on Canvey in 1959, with a pipeline to 
Rochford. We saw a picture of the Methane Princess in 1964, originally 
bringing LNG from Algeria, and by then the pipeline had been 
extended to Leeds. Eventually North Sea Gas, really natural gas, 
replaced the original town gas (coal gas). In 1970, disaster struck with 
Monte Ulia going straight through the Mobil jetty number 4 as a tanker 
was discharging oil. A massive fire followed and spread to two barges, 
thought to be London rubbish barges, but actually carrying petrol. 
Firemen rowed out to the barges with extinguishers to help put the 
fires out, and more commendations rightly ensued. In 1982, the Jemrix 
collided with the concrete and steel methane jetty going right through 
it with minimal damage to the ship. However, this wrecked the 
offloading facilities, out of action for 18 months, and the business 
moved permanently to Le Havre. 32 new ships for carrying the various 
fuels in liquid form  were commissioned off Canvey, and went up to 
32,000 tons, though modern ones are 90,000 tons, which is a lot of 
gas in liquid form. Obviously the storage of fuel and gas (Calor) 
continues to this day, with plans to extend the Oikos fuel terminal 
leading to much debate. 
 

Certainly, I knew very little about Canvey’s maritime history and I 
suspect I was not alone, as Rod and Graham took us on a journey 
through it.   Paul. 
 

 
THAMES BARGE 

 

 
THE SKUM 

 
ROYAL YACHT BRITANNIA 

1954 

EYE RHYMES 
ANSWER 

 

1. lead dead 
2. cried skied 

3. whose chose 
4. quick Buick 

RHYMING PAIRS 
ANSWER 

 

1. mellow fellow 
2. book nook 
3. law flaw 

4. bright light 
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In May we saw The Book Club - The Next Chapter with Diane Keaton, 
Jane Fonda , Candice Bergen and Mary Steenburgen. The film was very 
light-hearted and enjoyable.  
 

In July we saw Indiana Jones and the Dial of Destiny, which was an 
extremely fast moving and "edge of your seat" adventure sequel.  
 

Two very different films, as we try to keep things varied. 
 

For details of future cinema visits please contact Georgia 

 
 

 

 
 

 
These are the 2023 Friday monthly meeting 

dates for your diary 
 

 

We would ask that our members do 

not arrive at the car park until after 

9.30 please 

 

OUR 2023 AGM

 

 

The Groups Convenors would be grateful if you could let them know 
as soon as possible if you are unable to attend a group session as 
many of them prepare materials, etc for use at each meeting.   
Thank you 
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If your name is not shown here your birth date was omitted from your membership form. 

Please let Jan know your birthday to add to our records. 
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8th Sharon Savage 
9th Sandy Goddard 

17th Barbara Ovenden 
17th Lesley Clubb 
19th Linda Walker 
21st Alan Powell 

22nd Annette Clark 
24th Brenda Crathern 

25th Diane Smith 
25th Susan Sutton 
25th Christine Nash 

28th Barbara Allberry 
29th Maureen Figgins 
31st Mirian Beaumont 
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FRIDAY MEMBERS MEETING 
SPEAKERS LIST

 

 

JULY 21st   JOANNE LARNER 
Her talk is titled - Understanding hand 
writing 
Her talk is meant as a light-hearted introduction to 
handwriting analysis and is excellent fun – there will also be 
a chance to analyse your own and others' ... 
 

-oOo- 
 

AUGUST 18th  MARTYN LOCKWOOD 
His talk is titled - Saucy Seaside 
Postcards 
 

-oOo- 
 

SEPTEMBER 15th   
The talk is titled - Medical Detection 
Dogs. 
Using their amazing sense of smell dogs can be trained to 
identify minute odour changes emitted prior to an emergency 
and alert the person to take preventative action. 

 

 Choose your craft, have a go. 
 

Lots available, beginners or 
experienced 

 

Meets last Tuesday each month at 
1.30pm at Jeans house. 
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every month
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Can you fit the words correctly into the grid? 

3 LETTER 
WORDS 

ALE 
BUS 
ERR 
HER 
KEN 
RIP 
TEE 
URN 

 
 

4 LETTER 
WORDS 

BAKE 
BURY 
ENVY 
ETCH 
EVEN 
GAIN 
ITEM 
MOLE 
NICK 
RARE 
SHIN 
SLIP 

SPOT 
STIR 
TILT 

TUNE 
 

5 LETTER 
WORDS 
BAIRN 
ELDER 
ENDUE 
GLOVE 
OLIVE 

SHORT 
TENON 
TENOR 

7 LETTER 
WORDS 
BEARPIT 
OBVIATE 
RECEIPT 
RECLINE 
9 LETTER 
WORDS 

BANKNOTES 
BLUEPRINT 
SOLITAIRE 
TENTATIVE 

 
 

 

 

A. Ire (5) 
A. Editorial (7) 
A. Astonish (7) 
B. Occupied (4) 
D. Haul (4) 
E. Teacher (8) 
E. Enclosed  
     territories (8) 
H. Environment (7) 
H. Concealed (6) 
I. Whole number (7) 
L. Involvement (7) 
M. Strength (5) 
M. Play charades (4) 
S. Remnant (5) 
 

S. Form (5) 
S. Trap (5) 
S. Purloined (6) 
S. Raucous (8) 
T. Military  
    vehicles (5) 
T. Curt (5) 
T. Large drum (7) 
T. Perfidy (7) 
T. Shudder (6) 
T. Melodies (5) 
T. Tropical  
     cyclone (7) 
V. Winner (6) 
V. Observant (8) 
Z. Nil (4) 
 

The first letter of each answer is written next 
to its clue in alphabetical order. One letter has 
already been entered. 
Can you find the words then fit them correctly 
into the grid? 
 

SOLUTION PAGE 22 

SOLUTION PAGE 22 
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DINING CLUB
 

PLEASE CONTACT THE 
GROUP CONVENORS FOR 

FUTURE DINING 
BOOKINGS 

SOLUTION  
PAGE 22 

 

 

 

Each letter in this puzzle is represented by a number 1-26. 
Can you crack the code and solve the crossword? Every letter of the alphabet is used at least once. 

Three letters are already in place to get you started. 
 

 

B 

T 

Q 

 

 

AUNTY ACID ANECDOTES 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://blog.auntyacidbingo.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/09-02-2014.png&imgrefurl=http://blog.auntyacidbingo.com/page/11/&docid=8PqWy0iGY29M2M&tbnid=5nAPY5O_-r6BEM:&vet=1&w=300&h=300&safe=active&bih=617&biw=1440&q=aunty%20acid%20jokes&ved=0ahUKEwiero_m3u_RAhXrAsAKHVybDXU4rAIQMwhTKFEwUQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://i.imgur.com/kxpNPWv.jpg&imgrefurl=http://imgur.com/gallery/hsMnM&docid=6OuDzJmrb9acWM&tbnid=0mXvDAwDLGEcCM:&vet=1&w=570&h=570&safe=active&bih=617&biw=1440&q=aunty%20acid%20jokes&ved=0ahUKEwiero_m3u_RAhXrAsAKHVybDXU4rAIQMwhGKEQwRA&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://lesbianmuslim.files.wordpress.com/2014/12/auntacid36.jpg&imgrefurl=https://lesbianmuslim.wordpress.com/tag/aunty-acid/&docid=CYtH9PBVDp6xtM&tbnid=KJsNcPvEpoJ5rM:&vet=1&w=425&h=425&safe=active&bih=617&biw=1440&q=aunty%20acid%20jokes&ved=0ahUKEwiero_m3u_RAhXrAsAKHVybDXU4rAIQMwhNKEswSw&iact=mrc&uact=8


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 A STRANGE STORY OF THE DEAD CHURCH 
 

A new pastor in Topeka, Kansas, USA, spent the first four 
days making personal visits to each of his prospective 
congregation inviting them to come to his inaugural services. 
 

The following Sunday the church was all but empty. Accordingly, the 
pastor placed a notice in the local newspapers, stating that, because 
the church was dead, it was everyone's duty to give it a decent Christian 
burial. The funeral would be held the following Sunday afternoon.  
 

Morbidly curious, a large crowd turned out for the 'funeral'. 
 

In front of the pulpit they saw a closed coffin which was covered in 
flowers. After the priest had delivered the eulogy, he opened the coffin 
and invited his congregation to come forward and pay their final 
respects to their dead church. 
 

Filled with curiosity as to what would represent the corpse of a 'dead 
church' , all the people eagerly lined up to look in the coffin. Each 
'mourner' peeped into the coffin then quickly turned away with a guilty, 
sheepish look. 
 

In the coffin, tilted at the correct angle, was a large mirror. 

 
FRIDGE FOR SALE? 

 

Raymond, from Woodley, Reading, Berkshire purchased a new fridge. 
The local council wanted £20 to remove his old fridge in an 
environmentally friendly fashion, so in order to save money he put it in 
his front garden with a sign that read, 'Free to a good home. You want 
it, please take it.'  
 

The fridge stood untouched for 4 days. 
 

Raymond changed his tactics. He made a sign saying,  
'Fridge for sale - £50.' 
 

One day later the fridge disappeared: stolen! 
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For further details please contact:       Jan & Dennis:  djthorne060@btinternet.com 
Or contact Linda, our Groups Co-ordinator, on 07787409238 or 01268 691974 
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Our Keep Fit Group meetings  
are held:   

 

EVERY TUESDAY 
(2 morning sessions) 

 

At: THE JUBILEE HALL  
at the rear of Waterside Farm Sports Centre 

 

The sessions are run by Karen Lawrie 
(Who was our guest speaker at our May Friday  

meeting and everyone at that meeting had a great time!) 
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WE MEET AT THE CAFE/BAR IN SANDY BAY, THORNEY BAY ROAD 
(The bar is left past the entrance, near the pool) 

 

  

FUTURE 2023 MEETINGS: 
 

25th July: Long Gone Canvey Industries 1: Egens and particularly its 
links to Ekco of Southend. 
 

22nd August: Long Gone Canvey Industries 2: Prouts Catamarans and 
how they started (and finished). 
 

19th September: Georgia is talking about DNA testing and family tracing, 
which will help us use tests we have had done or might encourage us to 
have a test done. (Ancestry regularly do offers, as one example.) 
 

17th October: Graham Stevens has asked to do a talk for us on his 
family's first settlement on Canvey in the early 1900s, including a 
connection with William Wilberforce. He and Rod were regular contributors 
to our local history group at St Anne's. 
 

14th November: Wills. This was suggested last time. I will do a general 
introduction on wills, including a few funny ones I have come across. The 
best bit will be examples you bring in, as they do tell us a lot about families, 
possessions etc. So dig them out and bring them along. 
 

12th December: Further details about life in 1921 based on the census. 
Since we last did sessions on the 1921 census, a lot of research has been 
done on what it tells us about life then. 
 

Meetings will, hopefully, continue into the new year, 9th January, 6th 
February etc. 
 
I hope membership continues to grow. Please share what we do to 
encourage more to join and people to come back. 
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DEAR DIARY - DAY 1  
All packed for the cruise ship --  all  
my nicest dresses, swimsuits, short sets.   
Really, really exciting.  
  

Our local WI Group decided on this "all-girls"  trip.  
  
DEAR DIARY - DAY 2  
Entire day at sea, beautiful.. Saw whales and dolphins. 
  

Met the Captain today -- seems like a very nice man.  
  

DEAR DIARY - DAY 3  
At the pool today. Did some  shuffleboard, hit golf balls off the deck.  
Captain invited me to join him at his table for dinner. 
Felt honoured and had a wonderful time. 
He is very attractive and attentive.  
  

DEAR DIARY - DAY 4  
Won £800.00 in the ship's casino. 
Captain asked me to have dinner with him in his own cabin. 
Had a scrumptious meal complete with caviar and champagne. 
  

He asked me to stay the night, but I declined.  
Told him I could not be unfaithful to my husband.  
  

DEAR DIARY - DAY 5  
Pool again today. Got sunburned, 
and I  went inside to drink at piano-bar,  
stayed there for rest of the day.  
  

Captain saw me, bought me several large drinks. 
Really is charming. 
Again asked me to visit his cabin for the night.  
Again I declined.  
He told me,  if I did not let him have his way with me,  
he would sink the ship.. I was  shocked. 
  

DEAR DIARY - DAY 6  
Today I saved 1600  lives.  
   

TWICE! 
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EYE RHYMES 
 

In each sentence below, two words are incomplete. The two words end 
in the same three letters, so they look like they should rhyme, but they 
don't. See if you can figure out the missing letters in each sentence. 
Example: One symptom of bronchitis is a ro___ co___. (The two words 
are: rough & cough.) 
 

1. I was in the l___ until I tripped and ended up d___ last. 
2. I cr___ the last time I sk___ because I broke a leg.  
3. We want to know wh___ book you ch___ for the award. 
4. A particular fast car could be called a qu___ Bu___. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

RHYMING PAIRS 
 

Think of two-word rhymes that are described by the clues: 
Example: noisy gathering of many people Answer: loud crowd 
 

1. mild-mannered guy 
2. small space where reading material is kept 
3. shortcoming of a legislated rule 
4. brilliant electromagnetic radiation 

ANSWER PAGE 22 

ANSWER PAGE 22 
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SOLUTION PAGE 22 

UPCOMING THEATRE EVENT 
 

TUESDAY 3RD OCTOBER 
 

 

Price is £60.00  
 

 

Deposits now being taken 
 

 

 

Moderate difficulty

The objective of Sudoku is to fill a 9×9 grid with digits so that each column, each row, and 
each of the nine 3×3 subgrids that compose the grid contain all of the digits from 1 to 9. 

  

 

             

数独 
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