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Editorial 
THANKS VERY MUCH. The good news is that, for the first time, I have been oversupplied with 

items to include. The bad news is that some of your submissions (and mine) will not be 
included for space reasons. I could have made the online Newslink longer than the printed 
edition but strongly believe that such would be unethical. I thank all of you who submitted 
work which is not included, you know who you are. If you wish to strangle me for my personal 
decisions as editor please remember to wash your hands, don’t touch, and maintain a 
minimum of 2 metres of personal distance at all times.  

Many of you will have had at least your first dose of 
Chronid-19 vaccine. I hope that your experience was as 
good as mine and that at the end it was all smiles, the 
raising of fists in the air and the odd “YES!” shouted. 
Next will b the 2 to 3 week long wait for our bodies to 
recruit their antibody armies. I have been told of several 
u3a members who have volunteered to help with the 
vaccination but have not yet heard of anyone entrusted 
to handle a needle. (Jabberwockies?) I am sure we are 
grateful to all volunteers including those not chosen.  

I suspect that some of you, like me, cancelled 
meeting relatives a Christmas. However I was given a 
large Christmas cake decorated with a Stegasaurus and 
a Triceratops, possibly to remind me that I am an old 
fossil. I hope that you had innovative connections too; 
many of us have had to learn new tricks like managing 
Zoom online. 

Keep safe everyone. John Crowther ed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Question 

Where in Buxton can you find something that dates from the Early Bronze Age? 
And you can take it away – free  Answer - See p9  
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Hello from the Chair, 

Who would have thought that we would still be in the middle of the 
corona crisis! We must not be down hearted though as there is much to 
look forward to.   

I am delighted that 17 of our groups are now meeting on zoom – with 
a very good proportion of their members attending. It may not be our 
preferred method of communication but it does serve a purpose and is 
keeping our u3a active and engaging.  

We have now run 4 monthly meeting talks which have been very well received and we have 
had very good feedback about the high standard of speakers. Because of zoom we have been 
able to engage speakers, who are experts in their fields from throughout the country. If you 
haven’t joined us yet – it is worth coming along and giving it a try. I am pleased that we can 
now add live subtitles to the talks, so those of you who may be a little hard of hearing can now 
join in. As the first talks have been so successful, we are now offering you two talks a month till 
the summer – there is a list of them here in Newslink   

Further Information about our speakers is on our website at 
https://u3asites.org.uk/buxton/events   There are also lovely reviews of the January and early 
February talks in this edition. 

We had a good meeting with the Group Leaders on 1st February it was very useful getting 
updates on how the groups were communicating, even if unable to run their group by Zoom, 
most leaders were in touch with the members by email or phone. 

We are now planning for this year’s AGM on Wednesday May 12th.  You should all have 
received notification of this in a separate mailing. As we will undoubtedly still be in some sort 
of lockdown the AGM will be held by Zoom.  

I would like to encourage you to visit our website https://u3asites.org.uk/buxton/home    
which has been updated and carries all the latest news. Check out the Ad Hoc tab 
https://u3asites.org.uk/buxton/page/109690 as it has a lot of interesting information   

The Third Age Trust. https://www.u3a.org.uk has its own YouTube section with radio 
podcasts as well as its Facebook page. It also publishes a monthly newsletter, to which 
members contribute. It’s full of news, and is available by email to members, on request. Here’s 
the link https://www.u3a.org.uk/newsletter     

There are also a remarkable number of groups you can join through Trust u3a which is a 
National u3a with people joining groups from all over the UK.  It is free to all u3a members. You 
can see what classes are available on their website:   
https://www.u3a.org.uk/learning/national-programmes 

Finally, I would like to put out an appeal to all members for ideas for new groups.  Have you 
got a skill or hobby that you would like to share? Or is there a group you would like to see on 
our list? Let us know, and we can appeal for others to make up the group. Virtual meetings 
should not put us off creating new groups, we should see it as an opportunity to develop our 
u3a further. 

I’m hoping that later in the year we will have face to face meetings and I will be able to meet 
you properly. Until then I hope that you and your loved ones keep safe and well. 

I have also had it on good authority from one of our members that the FREE online zoom 
talks that are available through the National u3a website are excellent.  

You can see what's on offer at https://www.u3a.org.uk/events/educational-events 
Fiona   

https://u3asites.org.uk/buxton/events
https://u3asites.org.uk/buxton/home
https://u3asites.org.uk/buxton/page/109690
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Meet the Group Leader:  - Frances Brindley – Singing for fun  Still Meeting! 

 

 What do you enjoy most about living in this area? 
The sense of freedom, even during restriction: a 

beautiful town to walk round and wild, open 
countryside on the doorstep. Solid friendships, and 
lack of pretentiousness. Outside Covid times, the 
Opera House, the cinema, and cities an hour or two 
away. Warm-hearted fellowship at St Peter’s Church 
and other Buxton churches. 

 
 What prompted you to join the u3a and how long 

have you been a member? 
I joined in 2013 I think. Celia Huxford and the late Ken 

Parker kindly asked me to act as Group Leader for the 
Singing for Fun group. Ken and his wife Dorothy used to 
give me a lift to the Methodists’ with all the music 
folders  Colin Rodgers, the stalwart Group Leader for 
many years, wanted to step down from that role and 
stay as pianist. I’m very lucky to have such great 
support!  
 

 Tell us about the group that you coordinate and Is 
your background linked to this interest?   

Singing for Fun in non Covid times brings together 
about 20-40 people who love to sing, and at the 
moment 10-15 of us meet for chat and singing via 
Zoom. We sing everything from Mozart to Leonard Cohen.  I’ve been playing piano and 
singing for about 57 years, qualified in teaching singing and sing in various choirs. I really 
enjoy getting people singing together: it’s very sociable without being intrusive, and 
excellent for health and the spirit, as well as being fun! We’re a friendly group, and BC 
(Before Covid), some of us regularly had a quick lunch together in the Vault after the 
session. We’re always looking for people to join us – especially men!  

 
 What advice would you give to someone wanting to start up a u3a Interest group?  

I haven’t done this yet, but some points might be: who’s your audience? What will 
they want? Ask friends to join and support you, find a venue, encourage everybody! 

 
 What are you most looking forward to this year? 

That: the vaccine roll out goes as smoothly as possible; we learn to control the 
spread of the virus in a more timely way; we can eventually travel again and get 
together to meet family and friends, enjoy a hug - and sing together! 

 
 Have you a book that you read last year, that you would recommend and why. 

William Dalrymple’s ‘The Anarchy’. This gives an intriguing, very well-written and often 
shocking account of the British East India Company. Give it a try! 

 
Frances Brindley  



Newslink 81 4 Spring  2021 

 

Something old, something new, something borrowed and something blue: 
 

I creak and groan, arthritic hips moan 
This old age doesn’t seem much fun! 
The alternative wouldn’t be much better 
So be grateful, enjoy life everyone. 
 

That’s the beginning of my great adventure, I’ve discovered Buxton U3A. 
Is that an abbreviation that doctors when describing an ailment? 
Or something conjured up by Boris, 
When describing a terrifying world-wide event? 
 

No, it’s a local group for oldies just like us.  
We who have retired gracefully, (or gratefully) from the world of work, 
It’s a superb organisation for those who would like to meet 
New friends, new subjects, or just enjoy a great talk.  
 

From singing, philosophy, to walks long and short. 
We learn new skills, mine’s a computer program called Zoom. 
You chose your own, enjoy the thrill of knowledge  
By conferring with each other without leaving our room. 
 

So thankyou U3A for all the chances, 
To keep our bodies and minds fit, to give us the chance. 
So bless you, Buxton’s University of the Third Age 
For extending wisdom, fitness and our lives enhance. 
 

( Apologies for the terrible stanza, believe me, I need to learn about that! 
Through Creative Writing, perhaps I’ll get it right next time). 

Jackie Corrigan. 
 

Happy New Year and goodbye Covid, I hope through the vaccination it goes away, 
So we can meet again and enjoy each other’s company, 

Maybe it’ll happen, we can only hope and pray. 
 
 
 

What tiny fish you have in 
the Pavilion Gardens 
  

SUBSCRIPTION NOTICE In January, you all received the email/mail notice about your 
subs. This is just a reminder that you should not pay any subs until 1st July '21. 

Many of you will have standing orders set up to pay the u3a in March/April this year.  
Please cancel these and do NOT make any payment to us until you are specifically asked 
to do so. You will be notified in due course as to the amount that you must pay.  If you 
have an annual standing order in place, please instruct your bank to cancel it.  More will 
follow on this subject but rest assured you will remain a fully paid-up member until 30 
June 2021. 
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Multiple Stupidities of Yesteryear 
In the early 1960s I wanted to go from South of Birmingham to a party of Folk Dancers in 

Preston. It was New Year time with sub-zero temperatures. I thought I was very lucky when, on 
the outskirts of Birmingham, the first driver to stop for my raised thumb was one going to 
Leyland. I knew the 5 miles Leyland to Preston would be a doddle to walk in the clear cold air. I 
had previously walked 54 miles up the A6 from Manchester to Lancaster on the first 
Guinness/Manchester University Bogle Stroll. Then my scruffy beard had frozen to my anorak 
hood. It had been painful when I turned my head.  I should not have exhaled damp breath. 

I now rode in an old Ford Popular and found that I had a job to do – holding the passenger 
side window up closed to stop the icy blast into the heater-less car which had a broken 
support for that sliding window. I did thank the driver when I got out despite my frozen, aching, 
dead arm and I set off up the A6 for Bamber Bridge & Walton-le-Dale.  No motorways then. 

Just short of the river Ribble is a very steep hill down to a bridge over a tributary river. Joy, 
oh joy, this time it was sunny with a good grip on the footpath. Last time it had been 3am, very 
icy, and I had to slide down part of the A6 pavement on my bottom. On the way down I had 
rescued a student by sliding him out from under a hedge and leaving him under a street light 
to await rescue by the non-existent traffic. He couldn’t stand up on the ice. 

This time there was a strange throbbing noise coming from down by the river. It made no 
sense to me. When I got to the bank I was amazed and horrified to see a swarm of children on 
the frozen river and several large round holes through the ice. Urchins were rolling coping 
stones from a wall down a bank to alongside the river edge. There, five of them picked up a 
stone between them, holding it waist high. The decapod then shuffled over the ice to the 
middle of the river, raised the stone high in the air and, on command, dropped it through the 
ice while they scattered. There was a very satisfying deep WOOO WOoo wooo sound lasting 
several seconds, together with sharp cracking and groaning coming from the impact zone. 

Nobody died – it would have been in the papers. 

John Crowther 

---------------- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Isolated from Covid-19 in a shelter. Hooray! ……            ……But it did have a downside later 
Thanks Anne & Dennis Chadwick     modified by Ed  
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Oral History Group on the record 
I started the Oral History Group in June 2015, having led Oral History projects previously, to 

share my passion that history is about much more than the, so called, great and the good. I 
believe that everybody has a story to tell and it is through these stories that we can learn so 
much social and economic history about “real people” and “real lives”. The impetus to start 
the group at that time was the result of a trip round the then construction site that is now the 
restored Buxton Crescent. 

It occurred to me that there must be many people around with 
memories of either using or working in the Baths, The Library or St 
Ann’s Hotel – so the scene was set. That was the initial idea but 
was developed by group members who each had their own 
thoughts on which subjects and individuals to record. As with most 
ideas it has evolved over time. In 2016 I approached 3 other groups 
in the town, who were also trying to capture memories, so we 
formed an “umbrella” group under the name of Present from the 
Past, so trying to ensure we did not overlap our efforts and target 
the same individuals as interviewees. 

This collaboration resulted in productions for The Buxton Fringe 
Festival to showcase excerpts from the recordings. In 2017 there 
was “All our yesterdays, Buxton says let us entertain you”, followed 
in 2018 by the Viv Doyle, Anne Rogerson production, “Well, well I 
never knew that about Buxton’s waters”, Viv then went on to 
produce a show in summer 2019 based on Fairfield memories, 
whilst I produced one on Buxton’s Civic Pride in February of the 
same year. 

Our friendly and supportive group meets on the second and 
fourth Fridays of the month. Although currently we are using Zoom, 
we intend to resume face to face encounters when possible. We invite guests to tell us their 
stories but at some meetings members discuss a theme. These have included, schooling, 
health care and “sayings I grew up with”. This has proved a goldmine of information, revealing 
regional differences which reflect the diverse roots of our members, although Buxton and area 
is well represented!  

Recordings of these meetings and those underpinning the shows are included in the digital 
catalogue, along with individual recordings made by members outwith the meetings. 

 Details of the catalogue can be found on the Derbyshire Record Office web site. Once 
there, search catalogue enter D8048, continue clicking on D8048 on each new page revealed 
until you reach the one with 10 subsections. They list the 106 recordings lodged in the 
individual chapters eg D8048/1 is about Buxton Crescent, D8048/6 has the speakers who 
came to the group and so forth. 

So, Oral History is for everyone, we all have a story to tell. Record yours for your family - or 
record your family for you! There is something magical about capturing those voices and 
sayings which will not remain for ever. Little ones grow up and leave childish ways behind, but 
they could be yours for ever courtesy of a recording. If you want more information about Oral 
History or the group do please feel free to contact me. 

 Anne Rogerson 01298 26720 or arog@btopenworld.com  

mailto:arog@btopenworld.com
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SIZZLING ONLINE LECTURE BRINGS SHAKESPEARE TO LIFE – Reviewer Janette Sykes 

Reading Shakespeare Hot Off the Press was the tempting title 
of a live online lecture to Buxton U3A to get 2021 off to an 
inspiring start – and it proved to be an absorbing and fascinating 
topic. 

More than 40 members tuned in on Zoom to share Emma 
Smith’s engaging enthusiasm for – and extensive knowledge of - 
the Bard’s dramatic output at the first monthly meeting of the 
year on Monday January 11. 

Emma – Professor of Shakespeare Studies, Fellow Librarian, 
Hertford College, University of Oxford – took us on a whistlestop 
tour of the prolific playwright’s printed works, which were 
intended to be read as well as performed. 

She explained that many of them were published in quarto 
format, what we would now recognise as paperback size, and 
were not meant as permanent copies, but ‘throwaway’ editions that were often annotated and dog-
eared. 

Save for the posthumous publication of Shakespeare’s first Folio of plays in 1623, Emma pointed out 
that most of them would not have survived.  

Only around 250 copies of the first Folio still exist, and, even so, she estimated that a staggering 80 
per cent of his dramatic works have been lost.  

The first play to be published during Shakespeare’s lifetime was Titus Andronicus, and the most 
popular at the time proved to be what we now know as Henry IV Part I and Richard III.  

Least popular were comedies such as A Midsummer Night’s Dream. On a humorous note, Emma 
revealed that the heavyweight tragedy King Lear was popular when performed on St. Stephen’s 
(Boxing) Day – hardly our 21st century concept of festive entertainment! 

A hand-drawn map of the skyline of London at the time gave a fascinating window into the way the 
capital looked before the Great Fire of London - dotted liberally with soaring spires, including St. Paul’s 
Church (later rebuilt as the Cathedral), in whose precincts major government announcements were 
made. Another prominent landmark was the original Globe Theatre where Shakespeare’s plays were 
primarily performed, then on the north bank of the Thames. 

Somewhat surprisingly, Emma said that around 40 per cent of men in London would have been 
literate enough to read the plays during Shakespeare’s lifetime, though that percentage would have 
been lower among women and also in the provinces. 

The talk also gave a brief insight into the centuries-old printing industry, which continued to 
operate on similar principles until the technological revolution of the late 1970s/early 1980s. 

Font sizes on title pages varied wildly and didn’t necessarily reflect the importance of the words 
they highlighted – unlike today’s technique of devoting the biggest type to key information. 

Emma also revealed that printers at the time had no qualms about changing names if expedient. 
The letter ‘e’ was in particularly short supply because of its prominence in stage directions, so names 
beginning thus were often replaced, sometimes with terms that today would be considered somewhat 
impolite – in one example, ‘Bastard’. 

Interestingly, when I was a journalism student in the mid-1970s and studied printing, one of the 
terms used (and considered completely acceptable) at the time was ‘bastard measure’, referring to a 
layout that deviated from standard column or multi-column widths. 

So plenty of food for thought – and I was thrilled later that day to hear Emma name-checked in a 
question on University Challenge, about one of Shakespeare’s best-known plays. And the answer? A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream – one of those comedies that were so unpopular during the Bard’s heyday!   
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WITCHES IN HISTORY: ‘THE HOLOCAUST OF WOMEN’ LIFE – Reviewer Janette Sykes 

What kind of image does the word ’witch’ conjure up for you? Maybe a wizened creature 
crossing the night sky on her broom, with a pointed hat and long grey hair streaming in her wake? 
Or perhaps the traditional pantomime ‘baddie’, who either comes to a sticky end or sees the error 
of her ways and is magically reformed? 

Whatever your preconceptions, it would have been difficult not to have come under the spell of 
the fascinating talk ‘Witches in History’ by Professor Suzanne Kord, Chair of German at University 
College, London, at our online Zoom lecture on Monday February 8.     

For Professor Kord, the process of witch hunting always serves a wider purpose beyond the 
destruction of witches, whether spreading Christianity, thwarting nations’ aspiration to self-govern 
or simply keeping women in their place. It cannot be blamed on a single nation, specific period or 
particularly horrible human being, but is a constant that seems to link centuries and continents. 

Professor Kord suggested that before 1100, there was general scepticism about the existence 
of witches, and that religious leaders’ main concern was the Christianization of the world. Post 
1100, the victory of Christianity was seen as incomplete, so the church authorities’ (principally 
Catholic) fear of diabolical sorcery and witchcraft increased, 

In contrast to the Hebrew tradition, which perceived Satan as more annoying than scary, 
Christianity believed him to have awesome powers second only to God, employing an army of 
demons and witches, and that humans were helpless in the face of his malevolent strength. 
Harsher measures were needed. 

By the 13th century, a body of investigators, judges and clergy had emerged to root out 
demonology and witchcraft, and eventually the belief that anyone could be a witch and could 
strike anywhere took firm hold. Civil authorities became involved, and witch trials began in earnest, 
spreading throughout Europe and North America. 

Over the five centuries between 1400 and 1900, witches were routinely burned at the stake. 
Bad record-keeping makes it impossible to calculate how many died; estimates range from just 
50,000 to a staggering nine million. Eighty to ninety percent of the victims were women, so 
Professor Kord suggested the phenomenon could accurately be described as ‘the holocaust of 
women’.  

In Trier and Mainz, Germany, both Catholic cities and seats of bishops, women were 
exterminated entirely. Trier, with a population of 120,000 people, did this twice and was forced to 
import women from surrounding villages so that the population could be regenerated. 

Astonishingly, anyone could accuse someone of being a witch 
for her to be arrested and tried – including children, other witches 
and, in one case, an axe murderer. Confessions were forced from 
victims through torture, and many died in prison before their trial. 

The practice continued throughout and beyond the Age of 
Enlightenment, and the last woman to be tried and executed was 
Irish farmer’s wife Bridget Cleary, as recently as 1895. 

Professor Kord revealed that even in the 21st century, people have been executed for witchcraft, 
usually by lynching but some seized by government-sponsored witch doctors. Examples cited by 
Amnesty International include Gambia, Cameroon and Tanzania, where an estimated 20,000 have 
been killed as ‘witches’ over the past 20 years. 

And if you are reassured that we now have the spectre of witchcraft firmly in its box, I was 
disturbed to read in the i newspaper that prominent academic and broadcaster Professor Mary 
Beard received remarks on social media that she looked ‘like a witch’ as she rose to prominence. 
Perhaps times have not changed as much as we like to think.   
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Ready, steady, census March 21st 2021               Ian Taylor – Family History  Group Leader 

The census is a once-in-a-decade survey that gives us the most accurate estimate of all 
the people and households in the UK.  It has been carried out every decade since 1801, with 
the exception of 1941 due to World War 2. 

It will be the first run predominantly online, with households receiving a letter with a unique 
access code, allowing them to complete the questionnaire on their computers, phones or 
tablets. 

“A successful census will ensure everyone from local government to charities can put 
services and funding in the places where they are most needed,” Iain Bell, deputy national 
statistician at the Office for National Statistics, said.  

“This could mean things like doctors’ surgeries, schools and new transport routes are 
considered. That’s why it is so important everyone takes part and it has been made it easier 
for people to do so online on any device, with help and paper questionnaires for those that 
need them.” 

Census day for those in England, Wales & Northern Ireland will be on March 21 this year , 
whilst those in Scotland it will be March 2022.   Households across England will receive letters 
with online codes allowing them to take part from early March.  

The census will include questions about your sex, age, work, health, education, household 
size and ethnicity. And, for the first time, there will be a question asking people whether they 
have served in the armed forces, as well as voluntary questions for those aged 16 and over on 
sexual orientation and gender identity. 

Results will be available within 12 months, although personal records will be locked away for 
100 years, kept safe for future generations.  

For those of us tracing our ancestors, access to these past census records can give us very 
useful information although the details shown on each census does vary.  For example the 
earliest one available is the one for 1841.  That contains the names of everyone at the address 
but does not show any relationships or accurate age for adults.  All after 1851 do show the 
relationship to the head of the household, age, place of birth and occupation and the 1911 
census results include the number of years a couple have been married and the number of 
children born to a woman as well as how many have died. 

To find out more about the census records can help you trace 
your family history why not join the next Introduction to Family 
History course. See the Buxton & District web page for details. 

---------- 

Answer from p1 
 

The Bronze Age water fell around here 4,000 to 5,000 years ago 
St Ann’s Well 
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Via the Internet 
GENERAL MEETINGS       2021 
There are full details about each of the speakers on our website under events/ planned 

virtual meetings or use this link.    https://u3asites.org.uk/buxton/page/108119 
 

Monday 8th March 10am  Black People at the Old Bailey 1674-1913 
Avril Nanton 
 

Monday 22nd March 10am ‘How Spies Think’ 10 lessons in Intelligence 
Professor Sir David Omand 
 

Monday 12th April 10am  'Sex, Secrets, Scandal and Salacious Gossip of  
Sarah Slater    the Royal Court, 1660 to 1830' 
 

Monday 26th April 10am  The Brontes & Politics: Revolution & Reform' 
Dr Simon Avery 
 

Monday 10th May 10am  'Portraits to Selfies- How and why we put  
Ann-Marie Michel  ourselves in the frame' 
 

Monday 14th June 10am  ‘Strong in Old Age! Don’t be Silly’ 
Professor Hans Degens 

 
------------- 
FutureLearn 
Are you aware of this website? When I looked on it there were 776 courses offered!  

Most are free for a limited period and then there is the option to pay to upgrade to 
continue on the course. I recently completed ‘Antisemitism: From its origins to the present’. 
There were presentations from academics throughout the world and I found the course 
enlightening and, as could be expected, extraordinary thought provoking. The free course was 
divided into week long modules and there is an opportunity to comment at the end of each 
presentation. Next on my list is ‘Poetry: How to Read a Poem’ from The University of York 

Picking out a few of the subjects on offer: Magna Carta, Learn Jazz Piano series, Start 
Writing Fiction, Exploring our Ocean. A feast of learning! 

Recently some u3a have started short term discussion groups using FutureLearn. Members 
watch the week’s presentation individually in their own time and then meet virtually in their 
group to discuss the content. A subject such as ‘Literature of the English Country House’ from 
the University of Sheffield would seem to lend itself to a time limited group activity. It’s 
offered over six weeks with an expected 3 hours learning a week so I would suggest there’s 
lots of potential for group discussion there. If you’re interested in starting such a group feel 
free to discuss further with Andrew Matthews andrewu3a@gmail.com  or Fiona McIntosh  
fionau3a@gmail.com  

Here’s the link: www.futurelearn.com . Happy learning!   
Sue Vernon  Business Secretary 

https://u3asites.org.uk/buxton/page/108119
mailto:andrewu3a@gmail.com
mailto:fionau3a@gmail.com
http://www.futurelearn.com/

