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Broomfield & District 

November 2020  

 

• Art 

• Badminton 

• Beer Appreciation 

• Book Group 

• Bridge 

• Bus Pass 

• Canasta 

• Cookery 

• Gardening (with Chelmsford U3A) 

• Geology 

• Handbells 

• History 

• Lacemaking 

• Luncheon Club 

• Meditation 

• Natural History 

• Needlework 

• Photography 

• Scrabble 

• Sunday + Club 

• Table Tennis 

• Ten-pin Bowling 

• Ukulele 

• Walking 

 

WEBSITE – 

https://u3asites.org.uk/broomfield 

 
EMAIL - 

broomfieldanddistrictu3a@gmail.com 

 

From The Chair 

I’m pleased to report that after what has been a seven-
month hiatus, November will mark the resumption of 
monthly presentations, albeit by Zoom.  Most of the 
speakers on the ‘circuit’ now offer their talks on this 
platform, and we have begun to contact those who we 
were obliged to postpone in 2020 to arrange a new 
programme. 

Kicking-off the new programme will be Dr James Taylor on 
18th November, on the subject of the art of British 
postcards, followed on 9th December by Margaret Mills, 
who will talk about two ‘celebrity’ Victorian novelists, one 
with a local connection, and ‘the skeletons in their 
cupboards’. (see below for further details) 

Our Zoom account limits us to a maximum of 100 
connections, and this means that anyone trying to log in, 
after we’ve reached that number will be unable to join. 
We’ll allow half an hour prior to the start of the 
presentation as each participant has to be ‘invited in’ so 
please don’t leave clicking on the link until the last minute.  

As far as possible we’ll try to stick to our ‘old’ schedule of 
2nd Wednesday in the month, and we’ll publish a longer 
speaker/subject list in our next Newsletter.  

If the current restriction on mixing socially, is getting you 
down, there is scope for us to arrange Zoom ‘Meet-Ups’. If 
anyone is interested in hosting or participating in this kind 
of purely ‘social’ event, please let any member of the 
committee know by email or phone. 

Lastly, well done to Susan Sones and Carol Greatrex, 
members of our Photography Group who had photographs 
accepted on the U3A Eye gallery site (see below). If you 
haven’t already done so, take a look, (and maybe submit a 
photo?) it features photographs on a monthly theme from 
U3A members across the country. 

Glynn Wadeson 

about:blank
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Notes and Notices 

Printed Copies 

We will be issuing printed copies of the gist of the newsletter during the social isolation period to 
those members we know are off-line but we cannot guarantee exactly when these can be posted. 

Sponsored Skydive 

Carol Rolfe’s Tandem Skydive for Farleigh Hospice was successfully 
completed on 5th September. 

Carol’s ‘Just Giving’ page should remain open for a little while and 
she has yet to reach her target.  Help her now! 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/carol-rolfe3 

Zoom and Group Leaders 

We are trying to organise a Zoom meeting for Group Leaders next week to see if they can use 
Zoom to reach out to their group’s members. 

The David Parr House 

Those who remember Tamsin Wimhurst’s talk (May last year) might be interested to know that the 
house has been listed at Grade II*, while his former workplace, at 3 St Mary's Passage in 
Cambridge has been listed at Grade II. 

Essex Branch of the Historical Association 

The Branch’s next talk will be on Saturday, 5th December, at 
2:30 pm when Dr Alison Rowlands (Professor of European History 
at the University of Essex) will give a talk on “Early Modern 
European Witch-Trials, Essex in a Comparative Perspective”.  Dr 
Rowlands has particular research and teaching interests in the 
history of witch-trials in Germany and England.  She has always 
been intrigued by the lives and actions of everyday people in the 
past, especially in response to persecution and trauma.  She has 
researched witch-trials, magic and gender, notably in the 17th Century. 

Her talk will set the witchcraft beliefs and witch-trials of 16th and 17th century Essex and England 
into the wider comparative European context.  What, if anything, was different about Essex 
witchcraft beliefs and methods for dealing with so-called ‘witches’?  How severe were the Essex 
trials when compared across the continent?  The talk will range across other European regions and 
explore the broader question of how useful a comparative approach is to the history of witch-
persecution 

To join us on 5th December, all you need to do is to enter the following web address sometime 
after 2:10 pm: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89012164046 and then click on Open Link. 

Good news!  Entry is free.  You can enjoy the talk and, if moved to do so, ask questions from the 
comfort of your fireside. 



7 

Fraud Update 

Vehicle Licences 

Both my wife, Pat, and I received e-mails purporting to be from the DVLA but actually from a “.be” 
(Belgian) address.  As ever, regard all requests for money or for personal details with suspicion. 

Scammers Exploit Covid to Steal from Stressed Bank Customers 

There’s an interesting article to be found at: 
https://www.theguardian.com/money/2020/oct/11/scammers-exploit-covid-to-

steal-from-stressed-bank-customers 

Research Requests 

We’ve had requests for people to contribute to two separate research projects. 

‘Weathering Identity: Weather and Memory in England’ 

This is a King’s College, London project that looks at the relationship between weather, memory and 
sense of place and identity in southeastern England.  We are interested in what does, and what 
does not, get remembered about English weather, and the meaning that people attach to those 
memories.  The project is particularly interested in memories from older people who live outside the 
big metropolitan centres.  As such, we are conducting a pilot project of oral histories in Essex, in 
which individuals share stories about their experiences of weather from across their lifetime.  These 
interviews will be archived and become accessible to members of the public.  If you would like to 
learn more about the project and participation, please email Dr George Adamson 
george.adamson@kcl.ac.uk or Dr Jessica Rapson jessica.rapson@kcl.ac.uk. 

 

‘Health Claims Unpacked’ - British Nutrition Foundation 

This project aims to help consumers understand health claims on foods and drinks in order to make 
healthy choices. 

Researchers are looking for people to complete a series of short, enjoyable interactive activities, 
which explore the health claims we see on food and drinks. Activities include testing nutrition 
knowledge and the opportunity to design a health claim on pack.  

The activities take about 15 minutes to complete and as well as informing users about health 
claims, the results will be used by researchers at the University of Reading to make 
recommendations to the food industry and regulators on making health claims clearer for 
consumers. So, this is the opportunity for your members to contribute to scientific research and 
have their say on the information you see on products! 

The Health Claims Unpacked project team is encouraging as many people as possible to get 
involved in the research to get more peoples’ views and get a clearer picture of how health claims 
can best be communicated. The interactive activities can be accessed via the website: 
https://www.unpackinghealthclaims.eu/. 
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And finally, we have received the following… 

I am a music teacher at Broomfield Primary School and also offer private piano / keyboard lessons 
to adults.  Due to Covid, my lessons have gone to a new phase which is on-line.  It is proved 
successful and I looking to expand. 

Can I ask whether you have a page where I could advertise to your members?  This winter is going 
to be long, and I have heard many times that taking up a new hobby or perhaps re-visiting an old 
skill like playing the piano could be welcome distraction at the moment as so many clubs cannot 
meet. I run a ladies choir which has had to cease meeting also , for months now . 

Many thanks in advance for your help. I should just say that I will offer a discount to any members 
from U3A. 

All your members need is a camera on their device and I look after the rest.  I supply a lot of the 
music, and the lessons are lighthearted and creative.  There isn’t any pressure. 

Regards 

Angie Rutland 

I have verified that Angie does teach at Broomfield Primary School.   
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MONTHLY MEETINGS 

 

As noted in Glynn’s introduction we have two presentations arranged via Zoom.  The link for these 
should be in the e-mail that distributed this Newsletter.  If, for any reason, you didn’t get the link, 
please contact Glynn or Peter (details on the Committee page). 

Both presentations should begin at 1:30 pm and the Zoom meeting should be opened up at about 
1:00 pm.  Don’t leave it too close to the start time to connect in. 

After three years of arranging excellent speakers it is time for Ursula to pass on the task of 
Speaker Coordinator to someone else.  Would you like to do it for us?  Please contact the 
committee if you would. 
 

 

 

  

18th November  The Art of British Postcards  Dr James Taylor 

Unfortunately, Dr Taylor was not available on 11th November, so his talk is on the third Wednesday of the month. 

9th December 
Skeletons in their cupboard, 

Two Victorian Novelists 
 Margaret Mill 
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The usual calendar has been omitted from this edition of the Newsletter 
 

BROOMFIELD & DISTRICT U3A – GROUP REPORTS 

ART GROUP  

The Art Group have not been able to meet yet due to restrictions on numbers and availability of 
premises. 

Barbara Bartlett   

BADMINTON  

Badminton has been suspended by the Council, now we're in tier 2.  We'll be able to start again once 
the situation changes. 

Barbara Bartlett   

BEER APPRECIATION 
 

Well Essex County Council has managed to reach those parts that other beers cannot 
reach - Tier 2!  As a consequence of the new rules/regulations/restrictions now 
placed upon us, we can no longer meet up inside.  Unfortunately, the weather 
situation has ensured that the Beer Garden of The Lockdown Inn is well and truly 
battened down.  Thus, our November meeting will not now be taking place. 

I will however be circulating the "regulars" of the Lockdown Inn to see if they wish to meet virtually 
for a pint and a chin-wag on Monday November 9th, 2020 at 2.00pm. 

Malcolm Taylor    

BOOK GROUP  

We are currently reading “In Love and War” by Liz Trenow and this will be reviewed by Group 
Members during the next week or so. 

Barbara Bartlett    

BRIDGE  

As I said last month, it does not seem that we will be likely to meet up for Bridge for quite some 
time. 

The suggestions made previously still apply, and can be taken up by anyone interested, not just 
members of the Bridge Club. Join No Fear Bridge which provides excellent tuition practice and play - 
you can get 3 months free trial and 25% discount on membership by contacting me. 

More experienced players, which means average plus, can play on Bridge Base Online (BBO) - a free 
website - you can play singly, with a partner or set up a table with particular friends. Again if you 
need any guidance or help please contact me. 

Online bridge is the only way we are going to be able to play and enjoy this wonderful game at the 
moment. 

Melanie Pimm    
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BUS PASS  

I hope everyone is keeping well and able to enjoy an occasional trip out for a change of scenery,  
whilst staying safe. 

Carol Greatrex    

CANASTA  

The Canasta Group would normally meet on the first and third Mondays of each month at 2:00 pm. 

Marie Mackie    

COOKERY  

We miss our monthly gatherings as they have become sociable events.  We look forward to meeting 
again but at the moment we can’t predict when that will be. 

Jacqui Barnaby  

GARDENING  

Chelmsford U3A Garden Group is planning a meeting on 26th November at 2:00 pm when Brian 
Carline will be talking, via Zoom, about 'Organic Vegetable Gardening'.  If you are interested in 
joining the meeting, please contact me and I’ll give you the link when I receive it. 

Further meetings are in doubt as the Group’s normal source of funds (the January meal and raffle at 
Channels) will not be practical in current circumstances and they need to think of something else. 

Watch this space. 

Pat Radford    

 

GEOLOGY  

 
We had a very enjoyable Zoom to 
Idar-Oberstein to look at gems and 
gem cutting. We all now know where 
to go for the best coloured stones. It 
was lovely to see so many members 
of the group who all had smiley faces 

at the end of the presentation when 
Ian showed some of his interesting 
agate specimens and Ros gave folks a 
peak at a gem or two. 
 
 

 

 

(continued on the next page) 
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GEOLOGY (continued)  

Our next virtual trip will be to the sunny island of 
Santorini.  It is all peaceful now, but the island was 
blown apart 3500 years ago by a volcanic eruption 
three times bigger than Krakatoa.  The back-story of 
the writhing of the tectonic plates of the 
Mediterranean will be told and related to the other 
dangerous volcanoes nearby.  Get out the sun cream before the sparks fly! 

It was lovely to welcome 
new folks on our last 
Zoom.  Please contact us 
if you would like to be 
added to our Zoom link list 
for Tuesday 24th 
November at 2:00 pm.  
The next talk is just a click 
away! 

 

Ros & Ian    

HANDBELLS  

Unfortunately, it is still not possible for the Handbells Group to meet at present as it would not be 
possible to social distance during the session. 

I am reluctantly having to give up Handbells due to ongoing health problems making it impossible 
for me to continue playing.  We are therefore looking for somebody to take over running the group 
and also to recruit new members to make the group viable.  If anyone is interested, can they please 
contact me. 

Judy Molyneux    
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HISTORY  

I am sorry     that I haven’t anything to report regarding the History Group. 

I have downloaded The City Heritage Scavenger Hunt, www.chelmsfordhistorywalks.uk, for 

myself.  It looks interesting. 

Jan White has discovered a learning-on-line website. You can do short courses, many are free. 
See www.futurelearning.com. 

Sylvia Hempstead    
Jan White    
 

LACEMAKING  

The lacemaking group is no longer meeting due to tier 2 regulations and the weather. 

Wendy Talley    

LUNCHEON CLUB  

The Luncheon Club meetings are cancelled until further notice. 

Muriel Whiting    

MEDITATION  

If anyone is interested in taking over running the Group, please contact one of the committee. 

NATURAL HISTORY  

The current situation means that we cannot meet at present.  Keep safe. 

Sue Browning    

NEEDLEWORK  

We can't get together, but we can knit, stitch or crochet!  What have 
the rest of the group created?  I'm now knitting tiny garments for the 
impending birth of my next grandchild.  I don't know yet whether it's 
pink or blue, so they are yellow and green as well as white! 

Can you knit by Zoom? - maybe we can give it a try - let me know! 

Ros Mercer    
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PHOTOGRAPHY  

Monthly Group Meetings are currently suspended, but members can post photos on our Flickr site for 
comment, and advice or links to learning resources are available from the group leader to all 
members of our branch.  Just contact Glynn Wadeson, group leader. 

Any branch member can also access the U3A Eye website photo gallery which features submissions 
from U3A Members around the country on themes set bi-weekly.  The site curator emphasises that 
this is not a competition, and is keen to encourage photographers of all levels of skill to have a go 
and submit their photos.  Two of our group members have so far had photos included in the online 
gallery, see https://www.u3a.org.uk/learning/national-programmes/u3a-eye. 

Glynn Wadeson    

SCRABBLE  

I hope all scrabble people are keeping well.  We cannot play at present but hope we will soon in 
2021. 

Heather Steed    

SUNDAY + CLUB  

The Sunday + Group meetings are cancelled until further notice. 

Muriel Whiting    

TABLE TENNIS  

Nothing is feasible for table tennis at present.  

Jean Lock    

TEN-PIN BOWLING  

I will review the situation each month and hope we will feel safe enough to resume bowling by the 
end of the year.  When we are due to restart, I will contact everyone on the bowling list and put a 
notice in the Newsletter. 

Lorna Stuart   

BROOMFIELD UKULELE GROUP (BUGS)  

The Ukulele group will not be able to meet until there is a change in circumstances.. 

John Williams    
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WALKING  
 

Third time lucky, despite Tier 2……  Our October walk was cancelled once the new guidelines were 
announced however it was subsequently confirmed that we are still classified as “organised physical 
activity” but I have to prepare a risk assessment for each walk. 

Our November walk will thus be the September/October walk around part of the Broomfield Parish 
boundary.  Whilst we will be walking around field edges it is a highly likely possibility, given recent 
weather, that it will be muddy!! 

A reminder that social distancing MUST be adhered to – I know it is difficult to keep apart when 
walking & talking but we MUST. If you feel unable to abide by this simple requirement please don’t 
come – as much as we would miss you!! 

Our walk will take place on Tuesday 17th November 2020.  We will meet at 10.00am in the church 
car park on Church Green Broomfield.  Please let me know if you are coming, so that we don’t leave 
without you and I can keep a record of attendance in case we need to share the information with 
Track & Trace.!.  As usual mobile 07375 604506 will be operative on the day.  I shall let Walking 
Group members have a copy of the risk assessment. 

Malcolm Taylor    

BROOMFIELD BUDDIES   
 

Climate Change – Efforts to establish this group appear to have failed.  If anyone wants to try again 
please contact one of the committee. 

There has been no further progress on the Genealogy Group proposal.  The Essex Association were 
to hold a study day on 2nd April and, when it is eventually held we hope it will attempt to come up 
with some ideas on how to move forward on starting up a Group in Broomfield. 

There is nothing further to report on the play reading idea. 

Please let us know if there are any other Groups that you may be interested in running or helping to 
run. 

Barbara Thomas and Barbara Bartlett 

 

CANCELLED 
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TRAVEL CLUB 
Turkey & Tinsel break to Warner Sinah Warren, Hayling Island - 4 December 2020 - 4 days 3 
nights at £289 per person and just £10 deposit to book.  Twin and double rooms only as singles have 
all been sold, although we can put names on a reserve list if required.  Price includes half board, all 
entertainment provided by Warner, coach transfers to and from Chelmsford to resort and one 
excursion. 

Covid restrictions are in place at the resort and on the coach. 

November update:just four places are available and the final balance is now due (the tour 
company have extended the date - due to current restrictions!)  

 

The Skipton trip has been rescheduled to 5th August 2021, all prices and details remain the same. 

Skipton in the Yorkshire Dales - Thursday 5th August 2021 - 5 days, 4 nights. Prices are on a 
half-board basis (breakfast & dinner) and include 2 excursions; £349.00 per person in a twin/double 
room (single rooms sold out).  This promises to be an outstanding holiday, so do join us. We will be 
staying at the lovely market town of Skipton, East Yorkshire.  The hotel, The Rendevous, is situated 
on the outskirts, however there is a bus stop outside the hotel direct into the town centre and a tow 
path behind the hotel for those who wish to walk there.  At Grand Fitness, next to the hotel, there is a 
swimming pool with sauna, steam room and jacuzzi.  They also have 2 spacious gyms and changing 
rooms with showers, lockers and hair driers.  Bookings must be received by 31st January, 2020.  
Four members have stayed at this hotel previously and have given their recommendations. Deposit 
just £20.00 per person, made payable to Dunwood Travel, should be sent to Chris Evans – please 
call me for address details and/or any queries. 

Chris Evans    

Please note that the Travel Club is completely independent of the U3A. 
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GROUP LEADERS 

Art Barbara Bartlett  

Badminton Barbara Bartlett  

Beer Appreciation Malcolm Taylor  

Book Group Barbara Bartlett  

Bridge Melanie Pimm  

Bus Pass Carol Greatrex  

Canasta Marie Mackie  

Cookery Jacqui Barnaby  

Gardening Pat Radford  

Geology Ros Mercer  

Handbells New Group Leader needed!  

History Sylvia Hempstead  

Lacemaking Wendy Talley  

Luncheon Club Muriel Whiting  

Meditation New Group Leader needed!  

Natural History Sue Browning  

Needlework Ros Mercer  

Photography Glynn Wadeson  

Scrabble Heather Steed  

Sunday + Club Muriel Whiting  

Table Tennis Jean Lock  

Ten-pin Bowling Lorna Stuart  

Ukulele John Williams  

Walking Malcolm Taylor  
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THE COMMITTEE 

Chair Glynn Wadeson -  

 
 -  

Vice Chair Faith Marchal -  

 
 -  

Treasurer Gill Sturman -  

 
 -  

Co-Secretary Ann Corbey -  

 
 -  

Co-Secretary Judy Keily -  

 
 -  

Speaker Coordinator Vacant -  

 
 -  

Membership Secretary Peter Radford -  

 
 -  

Group Coordinator Pat Radford -  

 
 -  

   

Many thanks to Malcolm Taylor for continuing to act as Website Editor 


