Insurance – Bromsgrove U3A
These are adapted notes only. For fuller explanation of cover including exclusions and excesses, please consult the national U3A website.

Insurance is based on reasonable assessment of risks for activities, which conform to the nature of U3A, and involve reasonable actions and interactions of members. Actions that are likely to increase risk should be avoided through being observant, helpful and good-willed. This is for all members. In U3A, leaders are volunteers among equals. This means every member has individual responsibility to contribute and to stay safe, and has less ability to rely on the actions or knowledge of others. Mutual support also constrains the way in which we communicate. We are expected to avoid all scenarios which might lead to risks of litigation.

There is cover for accidental death or injury to third parties, and damage to property belonging to others as a result of U3A activity. This is not a personal accident insurance for yourself or your property, only for what accidents U3A might be seen to cause e.g., if you fall over as a result of what you yourself do (like tripping over a tree root on a walk), U3A insurance does not cover you. If another U3A member accidentally makes you fall, you are covered. 
Short study trips. Cover for injury, death or damage/loss of property is only for third parties. Therefore, members need their own travel insurance. If a U3A member organises travel and accommodation, they are seen as a Tour Operator, therefore a business acting as a travel agent should be used instead.

Leaders of outings should be made aware of everyone’s mobile number, and everyone should have the leader’s number. Members taking part are especially responsible for enabling the planned timetable to work, and to be very alert to any risks in unfamiliar surroundings. Everyone should carry a card with an emergency contact on it (available from Bromsgrove U3A). There are separate notes for walking as a U3A activity.
For cover relating to U3A cash or equipment, please refer to the National U3A website. U3A insurance will not cover risks already covered by your motor insurance. Members offering lifts to other members may only receive contributions towards petrol costs. Anything else might invalidate your motor insurance.
Hired venues, for which we have risk assessment sheets, will have their own public liability insurance. The layout of people’s homes can include some everyday risks, and those members attending need to be aware and take note of them, while they are there. Common sense and goodwill should be used. If something is visible and obvious at a venue, members are thereby able to avoid the risk associated with it by getting it removed or by taking extra care if that is not feasible on the day, or by not taking part. Group leaders should be vigilant and take into account any members who have limited mobility or sight when looking at venues.
Leaders need to be aware of the contents of the various risk assessment documents that are available for activities, but will use their own judgment on how much to record or pursue elements of this assessment on any one occasion. In so doing they can be seen to be acting in good faith. 
Group leaders have to ensure all persons attending are members. Tasters are permitted, by the insurance, as are carers, provided that they are only attending in that capacity.

At a recent U3A training event, we were informed that children are not permitted to be present during U3A events, as attendance involves a duty of care which creates an astronomical level of risk from an insurance point of view. For this reason, the committee should not be approached to approve the attendance of a child at any U3A event.
