
 
 
 
 

We hope you enjoyed the VE Day issue of this 
Newsletter, we were incredibly grateful for all the 
material   and three great poems from Frank Arnold’s 
Poetry Group Two. Again a few more things to savour 
in edition 4. A reminder though that we know 
everyone is having a difficult time and we don’t seek 
to make light of the suffering happening in many 
families and possibly amongst your friends.   
 

Know that we are thinking of you all. 

Whit Friday was traditionally the time when people wore new 
clothes, and the Whit walk became an opportunity to show them 
off. The wearing of new clothes originates from the past practice 
of newly baptised members being received into the church at 
Whitsun. The new clothes, often white, were symbolic of a new 
start.  In the North West of England (see photos), church and 
chapel parades called Whit walks still take place. 
 
 

Whit Sunday the name used, especially in Britain and Ireland, and throughout the world among 
Anglicans and Methodists, for the Christian festival of Pentecost, the seventh Sunday after 
Easter, which commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon Christ's disciples (Acts 2). 
 

Whitsuntide, (the week following), was one of three vacation weeks for the medieval villain; (A 
peasant who tilled the land of his master for sustenance.)  This week marked a pause in the 
agricultural year. 
 

Whit Monday, a holiday in Britain until 1971 then, with effect from 1972, the movable holiday 
was replaced with the fixed Spring Bank Holiday on the last Monday in May. 

Brian’s sweet quiz – Brian Starkey has provided this quiz; all of the answers are sweets. We are 
going to tease you by not providing the answers until the next edition of the Coronavirus Times. 
Send us your answers to (newsitems.brackleyu3a@gmail.com).  The first person with correct 
answers will receive a mention in the next edition.        
 

 Sweetie Quiz      The answers are all types of sweet.  See how many you can work out. 
 

01   Wobbly Infants 02   Sport of the princes 03   Punishment for nuts 
04   Where refined people live 05   Home for alcoholic teeth 06   America’s half time 
07   Hundred percent precious 08   Speak quietly 09   London has big red ones 
10   Nine, ten, eleven 11   Edible fasteners 12   Little Richard’s favourite 
13   Fallen fruits 14   Aromatic spheres 15   Ten pin bowling 
16   Carrier for dairy produce 17   Petals and prickles 18   Found in an electric plug 
19   Mother’s local 20   Feline gear 21   Pirates loot 
22   All sorts of girls 23   Occult perhaps 24   Tartan granite 
25   Royal herb 26   Corks for mouths 27   Clever chocolate 
28   Belly dancers perhaps 29   A galaxy 30   Inhabitants of a 

Mediterranean island 
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People and I are fed up with the lockdown 
 

People and l are fed up with lockdown.  
I was just discussing this with the microwave and the toaster this morning, and we all agreed 
that things are getting bad.  
I didn't say anything to the washing machine as she puts a different spin on things.  
Certainly not to the fridge as he is acting cold and distant.  
The iron straightened me out.  
The hoover was very unsympathetic and told me to just suck it up.  
The fan thought it might soon blow over.  
The toilet looked a bit flushed when I asked him his opinion, but the doorknob told me to get a 
grip. 
The front door said I was unhinged and the curtains told me, yes you have guessed it, to pull 
myself together. 

Link to Kathy Hodges toilet roll dominos - Now you know what  
we have been doing with all the toilet paper we bought.
 

Link to website  

by Jean Teague 

by Helen Vearncombe 

“Feet Up Time” 

If you have always wanted to be able to draw why not view Life Drawing Live on the 

BBC iPlayer.  You can see the first in the series entitled Drawing the Nation Together, 

it’s available for a month. 

(Acrylics on canvas)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N-V-ihH-K7M
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000j45r/life-drawing-live-series-1-drawing-the-nation-together


 
 
 
   

Attracting bees and butterflies in your garden 

These insects have two traits similar to humans. They prefer anything for an easy life, and some 

of them are very particular about what they like to eat! 

Bees and butterflies like flowers which have multiple florets, which means they can take nectar 

and pollen very easily, without flying too far.  For example, marjoram, thyme, alliums, and 

sedums.  

It is best to aim for a long flowering season with a variety of herbaceous, biennial and annual 

plants.  Climbing plants such as honeysuckle and clematis, give shelter and protection to 

wildlife.  

Now is the time to plant some annuals, it is not too late to buy a packet of seeds!  I would 

recommend marigold calendula, sunflower, larkspur, poppy, cornflower, and poached egg 

plant. Other plants which you may wish to consider in the future could include lavender, 

buddleia, Michaelmas daisy, honesty, and foxgloves. 

As to those fussy eaters if you have some nettles in your garden keep them! Tortoiseshell and 

Peacock butterflies love them, but you are unlikely to plant garlic mustard for the Green Veined 

White, or sorrel or dock for the Small Copper butterfly, unless you have a wildlife meadow. 

Ruth Harris   

From Jane Cottee 
 

A married couple viewed a house in the country and decided to buy it.  They suddenly 
remembered they had not seen the WC, so wrote to the vicar who had shown them            
around to ask if he knew where it was.  Imagine their surprise when they received his   
response: 
 

Dear Sir and Madam, 
 

The WC is seven miles from the house.  This, of course, is very unfortunate if you are in the habit 
of going regularly.  However, it may please you to know that some people take their lunch and 
make a day of it.  By the way, it is made to seat 500 people and the committee have decided to 
fit plush seats to ensure greater comfort.  Those who can spare the time walk, while others go 
by train and get there just in time.  The last time my wife went was ten years ago and she had to 
stand.  I never go at all.  They have special facilities for ladies presided over by the minister, who 
renders assistance where necessary.  The children sit together and sing during the proceedings.   
 

PS Hymn sheets can be found behind the door. 
 

It transpired that the vicar thought WC meant the Wesleyan Chapel. 
By Mrs Sheila Hansford, North Bradley, Wiltshire 

  Ken Smith Maths Question   

    How many Squares on a Chess board? 

    If you play Draughts, it is the same board. (hint 8x8) 

    Answers on website  

https://u3asites.org.uk/files/b/brackley/docs/squaresonachessboardanswer.pdf


 
 
 
 

You may remember Max Boyce who was famous for his rugby poems.  Listen to his latest 

poem about the times we are living through.  

 Beautifully spoken in his wonderful Welsh accent. 

Link to website  

 
Continue to take care and let us know if there is anything you would like to see in the next 
Coronavirus Times. Items sent will be considered for future editions.     
Items for future editions may be sent to (newsitems.brackleyu3a@gmail.com). 

 

Picture puzzle of films and TV programmes 
See if you can decipher the film or TV programmes from the picture clues.  
 
Answers on the website (Website link). 

We apologise for any errors or omissions you may find in this Newsletter. 
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https://u3asites.org.uk/files/b/brackley/docs/filmsandtvprogrammeanswers.pdf



