
 
 
 

  

In this edition we are focusing on saving the planet.  The 

following links show information about wind power and a full 

list of other types of electricity generation by source. 

https://winderful.diascreative.net/  Winderful Visualising the 

UK's wind energy  

 
 

This is an experiment using realtime data to tell stories about 

renewable energy. 

https://gridwatch.co.uk/ 
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Coronavirus and Cycling by Alison Simmonds 

15 years ago, Katie Melua asked us “Are There Really Nine Million Bicycles in Beijing?”  
Apparently, no one knows. 
 
Covid hits!  Reported by the BBC on the 7th May 2020 “Some bike stores are battling to meet 
demand. Broadribb Cycles in Bicester normally despatches 20-30 bikes a week, but Manager  
Stuart Taylor says the shop is currently selling 50 bikes every day - and seeing a commensurate 
rise in demand for servicing.”  "It's just gone crazy," he said. "People are dragging bikes out of 
sheds and garages and finding they need new tyres and cables.” 
 
Then we heard that air pollution and CO2 had fallen rapidly as the virus spread. So perhaps we 
should do our bit and get cycling.  Who wants to run a U3A Cycling Group? 
For interest “we are cycling UK” gave some interesting detail, which included “route quality 
cannot be guaranteed” – you’re telling me!!!   https://www.cyclinguk.org/journey-planner# 
 
Greatworth to Methodist Church, High Street, Brackley (important bits in red) 
 
Journey time: 34 minutes                                      Distance: 4.91 miles 
Calories: 111 kcal                                                    CO2 avoided: 1474 grams 
Quietness: 27 % (Quietness to Very Hostile) Don’t fancy a “Very Hostile” route! 
 

    
 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-53406881 

Supermarket starts online refillable container trial 

https://winderful.diascreative.net/
https://gridwatch.co.uk/
https://www.cyclinguk.org/journey-planner
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-53406881


 
 
 

  

My Cycling Life by Alison Simmonds 
 

 
 

Keep your body fit and mind active 
Lycra clad and day glow dressed - may be 
not 
Everything covered just in case you fall off! 
 

Second-hand bike, tarted up – lights/saddle 
bag 
Balance you, school bag/books and basket 
for cookery 
Gravy trail followed me all the way home! 
 

Yes, I want a Pendleton 
Pretty colour, basket on the front, 
mudguards to keep me clean 
Yes, I want a Pendleton 
 

But my old lungs and legs said “No”. 
Gasping for air, nothing for it 
A motor? 
 

Heaven! 
Uphill, down dale, on the flat. 
Sort the “mode”, “gear” and just keep 
pedalling - steadily. 
 

Fabulous why didn’t I have one before. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL QUIZ by Brian Starkey 
 
01 What once covered 14% of earths land area 
but before 1991 was destroyed by 50%.  
02 Which environmental pressure group was 
founded in the UK in 1971. 
03 This layer absorbs 99% of the sun’s 
ultraviolet radiations and is called the shield of 
the earth - name it. 
04 Which in 1986 is the worst disaster from a 
nuclear plant. 
05 Which country produces the largest quantity 
of municipal waste of 5/6th of a ton per person. 
06 Which city in the world is most affected by 
air pollution - is it Delhi, Tokyo or Detroit. 
07 What is a combination of smoke and fog 
called. 
08 Which colour is used as a sign of 
conservation and environment. 
09 What is caused by the release of sulphur 
dioxide into the atmosphere. 
10 What is the main factor responsible for 
ozone layer depletion later banned in aerosols. 
11 Which land locked Asian country is 
described as the world’s highest rubbish dump 
because of the refuse left behind by 
expeditions. 
12 Name the Greenpeace flagship vessel which 
was sunk by the French in 1985 in Auckland, 
New Zealand. 
13 Who in all his wildlife programmes 
emphasises the effects of climate change. 
14 Silent Spring is a book by Rachel Carson on 
the environmental effect of which banned 
insecticide which was once popularly used by 
gardeners and pet owners. 
15 Which highly toxic element was used in 
thermometers and posed a huge safety and 
disposal risk. 
Answers on the web 

From Ken Smith   

I took our Brackley U3A Science & Technology Group on an unforgettable visit in June 2016 to 
the Ardley Energy Resource Facility (known as the ERF).  It is run by Viridor which operates 11 
such facilities in the UK and we are lucky to have one near us just south of the Ardley Refuse Tip.   
The objective of the ERF is to Reduce, Re-use, Recycle and Recover all Non-Recyclable Waste. 
The Ardley ERF started in 2014 and treats about 350,000 tonnes of Non-Recyclable Waste each 
year.  It diverts 95% of Oxfordshire residual waste from landfill and instead it generates 
electricity to power 60,000 homes locally. 
The Visitor Centre is excellent and especially equipped for children to learn about Sustainable.   I 
also recommend it to any interested adults. 
 

 

By Ken Smith 

https://u3asites.org.uk/files/b/brackley/docs/environmentalquizanswers.pdf


 
 

 

  

Millennium Way Walk sketches by Ruth Harris 
 
To support Sally and my endeavours and, in turn, those of a local charity supporting elderly 
people in their own homes please contact me for further details. ruthcharris@btinternet.com 
 

Maths Puzzle from Ken Smith   website link for answer 
Problem 
Driving to the airport Mary cruised at 55 mph for the first two hours, and then drove at 70 
mph for the remainder of the journey.  
  
Her average speed for the whole journey was 60 mph. How long did the journey to the airport 
take? 

Message from your Committee 

Times are strange and we find ourselves unable to enjoy our normal activities.  Your 

continued membership and support of Brackley & District U3A is much appreciated.                                

Chairman, Steve Gees 

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS since we went into lockdown?  Karen Gees, 

Membership Secretary is experiencing quite a few “bounce backs” when she sends out 

communications.  Please contact Karen on memsec.brackleyu3a@gmail.com  to advise. 

Some Housekeeping Your Editors would love to hear from you.  In our next edition (August) 

we want your stories of holiday memories, be they childhood or more recent.  Take a moment 

to get those old holiday snaps out and let us share the reminiscing. 

 

 

 

 
 

Stockton Church Grand Union Canal Nr Stockton Locks 

Cottages at Kenilworth 

Royal Leamington Spa 

mailto:ruthcharris@btinternet.com
mailto:memsec.brackleyu3a@gmail.com
https://u3asites.org.uk/files/b/brackley/docs/solutionformathspuzzle.pdf


 
 
 

 

  

Garden Quiz        Link to answers on the website 

1 Old man 11 Sweep clean 

2 Flagship VIII's Henry 12 Self-respecting capital 

3 Not so many with a high temperature 13 Evergreen drink 

4 Wed a precious metal 14 First lady in Parliament 

5 Feline relative 15 Young and puny 

6 Turn up the fastening 16 Ha ha! boom boom! 

7 Lonely in a vegetable patch 17 Monster playing card game 

8 Bird's account 18 Rain in lamplight 

9 She lives between two hills 19 Dessert in a pod 

10 Emotion in the fog 20 Medieval punishment 

BBC Radio Wales Beautiful Red Kites 
https://www.facebook.com/bbcradiowales/videos/1476992699128638/?__so__=channel
_tab&__rv__=all_videos_card   
 

Why not try some more educational virtual tours   
The White House        https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/the-white-house   
The Louvre         https://www.louvre.fr/en/visites-en-ligne#tabs 

In editions 5 and 6 we brought you an interesting article by David Hall on honeybees and 
wasps.  David has provided us with some pictures to clarify the difference between their 
nests.  Please use the website links to access these pictures. 
Wasps nests (link to website) 
Bee comb and Bees' nest behind fascia board (link to website) 
 

 

I Went to the Pictures  
 

I went to the pictures tomorrow  
I took a front seat at the back 
I fell from the pit to the gallery  
And broke a thigh bone in my back 
I had a blind man to guide me 
I saw a dead donkey die  
I took out my dagger to shoot him 
And he kicked me one in the eye  

For any avid readers and writers: -        From Louise Moss, Novelist 
  

As lockdown eases, Writers Against Covid-19 continues to publish a short story every day, 
providing people with an entertaining read during the pandemic and beyond. With more 
than 80 stories from around the world, there’s something for everyone.  Find them at 
http://www.writerscircle.net   

https://u3asites.org.uk/files/b/brackley/docs/gardenquizanswerspart2.pdf
https://u3asites.org.uk/files/b/brackley/docs/waspsnestsbydavidhall.pdf
https://u3asites.org.uk/files/b/brackley/docs/beecombbydavidhall.pdf


 
 
 

 

Brochure from a Beijing hotel – Lost in Translation! 
 

Getting there: 
Our representative will make you wait at the airport. The bus to the hotel runs along 
the lake shore. Soon you will feel pleasure in passing water. You will know you are 
getting near the hotel because you will go round the bend. The manager will await 
you in the entrance hall. He always tries to have intercourse with all new guests. 
 

The Hotel: 
This is a family hotel, so children are very welcome. Highly skilled nurses are available 
in the evenings to put down your children. Guests are invited to conjugate in the bar 
and expose themselves to others. But please note that ladies are not allowed to have 
babies in the bar. We organise social games, so no guest is ever left alone to play with 
themselves. 
 

The Restaurant: 
Our menus have been carefully chosen to be ordinary and unexciting. At dinner, our 
quartet will circulate from table to table, and fiddle with you. 
 

Bed: 
Your bed has been made in accordance with local tradition. If you have any other 
ideas, please ring for the chambermaid. Please take advantage of her. She will be very 
pleased to squash your shirts, blouses and underwear. If asked, she will also squeeze 
your trousers. 
 

Your Room: 
Every room has excellent facilities for your private parts. In winter, every room is on 
heat. Each room has a balcony offering views of outstanding obscenity! You will not 
be disturbed by traffic noise since the road between the hotel and the lake is used 
only by pederasts. 
 

Above all:  
When you leave us at the end of your holiday, you will have no hope. You will struggle 
to forget it. 
 

 

REMINDER  REMINDER  REMINDER  REMINDER  REMINDER  REMINDER   
 
 

YOUR EDITORS WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU.  IN OUR NEXT 
EDITION (AUGUST) WE WANT YOUR STORIES OF HOLIDAY MEMORIES, 
BE THEY CHILDHOOD OR MORE RECENT.  TAKE A MOMENT TO GET 
THOSE OLD HOLIDAY SNAPS OUT AND LET US SHARE THE REMINISCING. 
 

WITHOUT CONTRIBUTIONS WE CAN’T PRODUCE THIS NEWSLETTER 
 
 

REMINDER  REMINDER  REMINDER  REMINDER  REMINDER  REMINDER 

 
 

 
Continue to take care and let us know if there is anything you would like to see in the next 
Coronavirus Times. Items sent will be considered for future editions.     
Items for future editions may be sent to (newsitems.brackleyu3a@gmail.com). 
 

We apologise for any errors or omissions you may find in this Newsletter. 

mailto:newsitems.brackleyu3a@gmail.com



