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HALLOWEEN OF YESTERYEAR 
 
Back in Yesteryear, on 31 October we celebrated “Duck Apple Night” rather than what is 
now known as “Halloween”.   
 
On Duck Apple Night neighbours and friends would get together as soon as darkness had 
fallen, excitement mounting. Bowls of water were lined up on the floor and several apples 
were plopped in. The idea was that you had to pick up an apple out of the water, just 
using your teeth, with your hands behind your back! Several children’s heads descended 
into the bowl at the same time and the one who caught the most was the winner. (No ‘Elf 
+ Safety in those days!)  Amid much mayhem, general splashing and a lot of laughter, 
snorts and coughing, the winner was declared, and we all celebrated with a toffee apple.  
There were cries of “Mum, come on, see if you can pick an apple” with winks and giggles 
from the children. So, all the Mums had a go, and got even more soaked than the children 
on account of heads being pushed into the bowls by little hands! 
 
Next were the “Hanging Apples”. A piece of string was threaded through each apple and 
hung from a nail in the wall.  You had to catch the apple, again not using hands.  If you 
were lucky your apple was hanging close to a wall so you could cheat by manoeuvring it 
to press it against the wall before biting into it (the apple not the wall).   
 
To end the evening there was homemade black-treacle toffee and lemonade for kids and 
beer and wine for the parents. The toffee was so brittle it’s amazing no teeth were broken, 
but it was so delicious you didn’t care. 
 
Those were the days when you didn’t have to spend a fortune on fancy dress etc like you 
do today, and it was a lot of fun. 
 
Pat Noble 
 

HALLOWEEN QUIZ by Brian Starkey 
 
A TIME OF WITCHES, GHOSTS AND GHOULIES 

01 On what day and month is Halloween celebrated 

02 What is Halloween an abbreviation of 

03 Originally made from turnips what name is given to the illuminated carved pumpkin 

04 Who was the first group to celebrate Halloween 

05 What does the old English word “hallow” mean 

06 What do pumpkins grow on - stalks - trees - vines or bushes 

07 To protect yourself on Halloween what common kitchen ingredient would you carry in 
your pocket 

08 Ghouls and ghosties and …………. what go bump in the night 

09 Which 2 colours are most associated with Halloween today 

10 What should all Halloween lovers say when knocking on doors 

11 Which country celebrates “the day of the dead” instead of Halloween which includes 
the passing of a live person in a coffin through the streets 

12 When were Halloween greeting cards first made - 1600’s -1700’s -1800’s or 1900’s 

13 Witches flew around on broomsticks but what is the common name for a broomstick 

14 What would you traditionally bob for at Halloween parties 

15 What is the day after Halloween called 
 

GOOD LUCK        Answers on the web 
 

https://u3asites.org.uk/files/b/brackley/docs/halloweenquizanswers.pdf


 

 

  

Molly’s Halloween Adventure 
 

This Halloween 6yr old Molly was allowed to go Trick or Treating with her 2 older sisters, 
aged 10 and 16, and No Grown-ups! Her mother warned her ‘no dawdling behind’ and 
‘no knocking on doors displaying a “No Trick or Treat” sign'. Molly hoped for lots of 
chocolate treats, as she was saving all her pocket money for a small keyboard and 
couldn’t wait to learn to play. 
 

Because the weather was cold and damp, the sisters decided just to call on houses in 
the Close where they lived, and people were very generous with their Treats. As the 
light started to fade, they’d reached the end of the Close where there were 2 bungalows. 
They could see a No Trick or Treat sign on the door of one, where an elderly lady called 
Mrs Barnes lived on her own. The lounge was lit up, the curtains not yet drawn. Calling 
at the other bungalow, the friendly occupants gave them the most Treats, remarking it 
was unusual for Mrs Barnes not to have drawn her curtains when she put the light on. 
As the girls started to head for home, Molly frowned and hesitated. Her sisters shouted 
‘Come on Molly, don’t dawdle’ but she wasn’t listening, something was wrong and she 
ran up the path to Mrs Barnes’s bungalow and peered through the lounge window, still 
brightly lit. Molly gasped when she saw Mrs Barnes lying on the floor near the window. 
Completely forgetting her eldest sister had a mobile, all she could think was ‘Must tell 
a Grown-up’ and ran back to the bungalow they’d just left, knocking loudly on the door, 
and ringing the bell. As the door opened, Molly blurted out what she’d seen, and 
immediately it was action stations! 
 

A few weeks later 
Mrs Barnes, now convalescing, had in fact tripped and fallen as she went to draw the 
curtains, sustaining a broken hip. Her family were extremely grateful to Molly for raising 
the alarm, and after speaking to her mother, presented Molly with a super-duper top of 
the range junior keyboard! Molly was thrilled and as she practised her Scales, she knew 
it was a Halloween she’d remember for years to come.   
 

Susan Smith 
 

Someone by Walter de la Mare 

Someone came knocking 

At my wee, small door; 

Someone came knocking, 

I'm sure — sure — sure; 

I listened, I opened, 

I looked to left and right, 

But nought there was a-stirring 

In the still, dark night; 

Only the busy beetle 

Tap-tapping in the wall, 

Only from the forest 

The screech owl's call, 

Only the cricket whistling 

While the dewdrops fall, 

So I know not who came knocking, 

At all, at all, at all. 

In 1605 Guy Fawkes, along with others, plotted to kill King James 1 by blowing up the 

House of Parliament (the Gunpowder Plot). Since then England has commemorated the 

event, on 5 th November, with bonfires and fireworks. In recent months you may have 

heard people ask “Where is Guy Fawkes when you really need him?”.   

https://www.poetrynook.com/poet/walter-de-la-mare


 

 

  

Firework Night 
(By your dog and mine) 
 

Guy Fawkes What's that? 
Bang-Bang! Oh, Hark, 
The guns are shooting in the dark! 
Little guns and big ones too, 
Bang–bang-bang! 
What shall I do? 
Mistress, Master, hear me yelp, 
I'm out-of-doors, I want your help. 
Let me in-oh, LET ME IN 
Before those fireworks begin 
To shoot again-I can't bear that; 
My tail is down, my ears are flat, 
I'm trembling here outside the door, 
Oh, don't you love me anymore? 
BANG! 
I think I'll die with fright 
Unless you let me in to-night. 
 (Shall we let him in, children?) 
Ah, now the door is opened wide, 
I'm rushing through, I'm safe inside, 
The lights are on, it's warm and grand- 
Mistress, let me lick your hand 
Before I slip behind the couch. 
There I'll hide myself and crouch 
In safety till the BANGS are done- 
Then to my kennel I will run 
And guard you safely all the night 
Because you understood my fright. 
 

A poem by Enid Blyton 

After the Goldrush 
 

Claire (the blond) is my Sister 
Alison Simmonds 
 

https://youtu.be/4eZ5il3BeMY 

Maths4Fun Puzzle by Ken Smith 

When you add the square of Tom’s age    

to Anne’s age the total is 62.  

When you add the square of Anne’s age 

to Tom’s age the total is 176 

How old are Tom and Anne? 

Answer on the website 

 

Batsford Arboretum by Sue Griffiths 

Stephen Pope's garden 
Marston St Lawrence Lake                  

by Alison Simmonds 

 

https://u3asites.org.uk/files/b/brackley/docs/maths4funpuzzlebykensmith.pdf


 

 

  

Garden Notebook 6 
 
Summer is over, and although there is still much to enjoy in our autumn gardens, it is 
time to reflect and plan for next year. 
 

Now is a good time to divide and move perennials, move shrubs, and have ideas.  It is 
also time to plant a range of bulbs.  Daffodils, crocus, iris reticulata, and narcissi can be 
planted now, but tulips are better planted from November. I have great fun choosing a 
range of bulbs in bright colours, to brighten up those dull days in spring.  
I don’t feed the birds throughout summer, so I shall give my bird feeders a good clean, 
and then start putting out bird food towards the end of the month. 
 

With our autumn storms and heavy rain, it’s a good idea to spread garden compost and 
manure on the garden so that they soak into the ground over winter. 
Some people like to tidy their gardens, cutting down all the spent perennials, but please 
do leave some plants with berries and seed heads, so that wildlife can enjoy them in 
winter.  
 

I hope that you still have some flowers in your garden: sedums , Michaelmas daisy, 
chrysanthemums, evening primrose, Japanese anemone and plants with coloured leaves 
such as houttuynia cordata and acer are good value and perhaps you will be planting 
some pots with winter pansies, plants with berries, such as skimmia, to cheer you up in 
the dark days ahead.  
 
Ruth Harris 
 

Cryptic Underground Station Quiz 
 

 
01 Bad news for Napoleon 16 Heavenly Messenger 
02 Bigger than Big 17 Irate Monarch 
03 Alpine Dwelling 18 Where the Money is 
04 It’s falling down 19 Where Blackboard Materials are                 

Grown 
05 Weapon store 20 There’s One on Merseyside 
06 Trumpeting New York thoroughfare 21 Royal Route 
07 Stop here for the Men’s singles and 
doubles 

22 Oriental Pig meat 

08 Nobleman Captured 23 Elementary My Dear Watson 
09 Limit of 1760 Yards 24 A Television School 
10 The Longest Reign … (up until Sept 
2015) 

25 You won’t Find Acrobats at This 
University 

11 A Bear 26 Sounds Like the Bard was Born Here 
12 Patella’s Lair 27 Do Rabbits Live in This Thoroughfare 
13 Red Rose Entrance 28 Half a Crown from Golders Green  
14 In the Hop County 29 Mad Dogs Stop Here 
15 Ballet and Vegetables Here 30 Big Gun Road 
 

 
Answers on the website  

 

Romeo and Juliet (2019) for Free  
 Playing Shakespeare with Deutsche Bank | Shakespeare's Globe 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wFBWXRqa7Gs 

https://u3asites.org.uk/files/b/brackley/docs/undergroundstationquiz-answers.pdf


 

 

  
Our next Mirthy talk will be on Thursday 

19th November at 10 o’clock. Lasting 

approximately 40 minutes. The talks are 

very much like when we have a speaker at 

our monthly meetings. The talk is “The 

London No-one Tells You About" by Geoff 

Harris.  

The London No-One Tells You About 

https://mirthy.co.uk/u3a-brackley/ 

Geoff Harris is a wonderful raconteur; he introduces London from his own offbeat 

angle and tells his stories with a vigour and humour that'll hold your attention from 

brothel keeping bishops to Nelson's second hand tomb and on to human toilets – 

yes, female port-a-loos! Geoff recounts at breakneck speed and before you've had 

time to file away some delightfully quirky fact for future reference he's moved on to 

another equally intriguing anecdote. Don't miss this one! 

I went to the chemist today and asked “what kills    

the Coronavirus?” She replied to me “ Ammonia 

Cleaner”.                                                                                   

I said “ Oh I am sorry, I thought you worked here. 

Have you had to wear glasses and a mask 

at the same time because of Covid 19? 

You may be entitled to condensation. 

They said that a mask and gloves were enough 

to go to the supermarket. They lied, everyone 

else had clothes on.  
 

Nelly the Elephant caught the coronavirus   
When asked where she could had caught it  
  
She said Trump  Trump Trump   

Most people bleed red, Royal’s bleed 

blue, the American President 

apparently bleeds disinfectant 



 

 

  

From a time before the pandemic when we were 

full of positivity about the coming year.....how 

times change! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ks1U-8bojU   

 A story for dog lovers (found by Ian Nixon) 
 

The other day I was at my local supermarket buying a large bag of Winalot 
dog food for my loyal pet and was in the checkout queue when a woman 
behind me asked if I had a dog. 
 

What did she think I had, an elephant? So, since I'm retired and have 
little to do, on impulse I told her that no, I didn't have a dog, I was starting 
the Winalot Diet again. I added that I probably shouldn’t because I ended 
up in hospital last time, but I'd lost 2 stone before I woke up in intensive care 
with tubes coming out of most of my orifices and IVs in both arms. 
I told her that it was essentially a perfect diet and that the way that it works 
is to load your pockets with Winalot nuggets and simply eat one or two every 
time you feel hungry. The food is nutritionally complete, so it works well 
and I was going to try it again. (I have to mention here that practically everyone 
in queue was now enthralled with my story.) 
 

Horrified, she asked me if I ended up in intensive care because the dog 
food poisoned me. I told her no, I stepped off the kerb to sniff an Irish Setter's 
backside and a car hit me. 
 

I thought the guy behind her was going to have a heart attack he was 
laughing so hard. I'm now banned from the store. 
Better watch what you ask retired people. They have all the time in the 
world to think of daft things to say. 

u3a podcast episode 1  29/09/20 episode 2  17/11/20 
 https://youtu.be/9zGNxpUSUAc - Nick Bailey 
 
If you have an interesting story to tell - get in touch - you can email us at 
communications@u3a.org.uk. 
The podcast contains some suggestions Brackley & District u3a Members might like to 
take forward:- 
Creative Writing Group – why not Brackley? 
Photograph on a Thursday, Group then had a week to write chapter one.  Vote author 
of the week.  Then write chapter two of the winners chapter.   
Not read out stories, but talk – flash writing – sentence then write/speak next line and 
so on. 
Film study group (Cinema Group?) – why not Brackley? 
Viewing films that are available on free streaming platforms.  Meet (Zoom) every 
couple of weeks to discuss.  Two streams – classic films and contemporary films.  
Important to keep it accessible as possible.  Convenor gives some ideas, then vote and 
choose what to watch.   
Changes the way you watch a film if you know you are going to discuss it.   



 

 

 

Brackley Community Radio.  Dave Watts. 

Since lockdown I have become involved in a new project, Brackley Community Radio. 

The station is volunteer run and broadcasts online. It has a variety of shows covering 

all sorts of things. My show is on Tuesday and Thursdays from 1-3pm, I play music from 

the 70s through to the present day.  

There is plenty of room on the schedule for anyone else who may wish to get involved 

and present a show of your choice, just email Bernie Tiller at bernie@brackleyradio.uk  

To listen to Brackley Community Radio go to the website www.brackleyradio.uk 

 

 

For our next issue as it's November we would like to think about: - 
 

Our Armed Forces, National Service, Remembrance Day. 
 

Black Friday purchases!  Was that offer really too good to be true? 
 

Across the pond the 2020 United States presidential election is scheduled for Tuesday 3 
November.  It will be the 59th quadrennial presidential election.  Voters will select 
presidential electors who in turn will vote on the 14 December to either elect a new 
president and vice president or reelect the incumbents Donald Trump and Mike Pence 
respectively. 
 

Anyone have any Thanksgiving experiences they could enlighten us with? 
 

So again, we would love your memories.  Please let us have them, be it one line or a 
whole page, we can't produce this newsletter without your help.  We must have your 
memories by 13 November.  Many thanks.  Please continue to take care as life becomes 
more difficult. 
 

If you would like to see something in the next Coronavirus Times or would like to add 
something that’s on your mind, then send to newsitems.brackleyu3a@gmail.com. Items 
sent will be considered for future editions. Editors  

 
We apologize for any errors or omissions you may find in this Newsletter. 

 

mailto:berrnie@brackleyradio.uk
http://www.brackleyradio.uk/

