HISTORY & STEAM GROUP

On a fine, warm, sunny Tuesday 10™" October we were treated to an illustrated
talk and presentation given John Rayment on board the sailing barge ‘Pudge’.

Pudge was built in Rochester, Kent by the London & Rochester Trading
Company and was one of the last wooden barges to be built. Most of her
working life was spent carrying goods between London and Ipswich. In 1940
she was involved in ‘Operation Dynamo’ to help evacuate troops from the
beach at Dunkirk.

The barge was acquired by the Thames Sailing Barge Trust in 1968 and was
progressively restored over many years. In 2018, the Trust applied for Lottery
Funding and was awarded £328,000. In addition to this, funding came from
charitable trusts including Essex Heritage Trust, Garfield Weston, Foyle
Foundation and Trinity House as well as members donations.

Initially, the project had a projected cost of £738,000. The work to remove her
fittings began during the summer of 2019 by volunteers and she moved into
dry dock in May 2020 for the major works to begin and was finally completed in
April 2023.

Pudge is now back sailing following her restoration by the Trust. The
restoration which included replacing her decks, coamings, carlings, beams as
well as a complete refit below deck was carried out by KJ Finch Shipwrights
Ltd at Fullbridge and Trust volunteers.



Dates for your diary:

14" November —The Fire Service — WMCC 2.00p.m. in Linton Room

Geoff Pugh



