
Page 1 

 

Blackwater u3a 

Newsletter 
  

November 2023 
  

  

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Allen’s fruit salad sculptures 

  

 

 
     e     arit              



Page 2 

 

 

From the Chair  

  
In case   u were t inkin  at last m nt ’s meetin  t at   u  ad   t rid  f me, 

afraid n t  Our deput    airman   n did a sterlin  j b standin  in f r me    

  

I w uld  ave been t ere except t at I c llected a d se  f   vid    w If   u 

were/are t inkin   f d in  w at I did and bec min  ‘t e man ( r w man)  n t e 

Eur pean Airbus’ in searc   f a bit  f winter suns ine, d  pla  safe and wear a 

mask as I can c nfirm t at pe ple c u  in  in t e r w  r tw  be ind ma  well 

 ave it and can  ive it t    u, even  avin  been injected   I supp se t e man ( r 

w man)  00  dd  ears a    n t e  lap am Omnibus  ad similar pr blems wit  

an  remains  f influenza still ar und,  r c me t  t at, findin  winter sun in 

 lap am l l  

  

A d uble r und  f applause f r Deput    n is in  rder as  e als  c aired t e 

c mmittee meetin  f r me, w ic  reminds me t at we still  ave places available 

if   u fanc  j inin  t e fun   Speakin   f ‘fun’,  ne  f t e t pics I missed 

rev lved ar und makin   ur m nt l  meetin s ‘m re fun’   If   u  ave an     d 

ideas please submit t em as I  ave su  ested t at ma be if we  ave teams and 

eac  team n minate s me ne t  stand  n  ne le   n a c air wit  t e  pp site 

arm in t e air, w en t e  fell  ff we c uld award p ints and a r und  f applause 

f r t e particular am unt  f panac e wit  w ic  t e  acc mplis ed it  But t e 

idea was summaril  dismissed  ut  f  and, n t sure w   - s met in  t  d  wit  

 ealt  and safet  I t ink  T eref re, please submit   ur su  esti ns f r an t in  

t at   u feel w uld make t e m nt l  meetin  m re interestin   r fun t  attend  

  

Finall , askin  f r ideas reminds me t at we  ad a successful annual lunc  

 esterda , Wednesda   8t  in   n ur  f all   - rdinat rs and v lunteers, w   

supplied s me    d feedback and su  esti ns and s    u can see t at if   u 

v lunteered   u c uld, indeed w uld, be eli ible f r a free lunc  and an t er 

   d reas n t  v lunteer  

  

An wa , I will st p ban in   n, ‘t e  ames af  t’ s  I will just wis    u an 

enj  able m nt  and l  k f rward t  jumpin   ut and surprisin    u at next 

m nt ’s meetin   

  

Chairman Al 
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 Deadline for the December/January 

Newsletter 
  

T e deadline f r t e next  ewsletter will be Friday 24th November 

Please submit items in t e usual wa  t  Frances Butc er  

fabbutc er@talktalk net   
  

  

 Treasurer’s Request 
  

W en makin  pa ments b  Bank Transfer please make pa ments f r t e 

f ll win  cate  ries: 

  

Membership Payments/Dairies 

S rt   de: 60-  - 7    Acc unt   :  95 96   

Acc unt: Blackwater U A 

Qu tin : ‘Members ip’  r ‘Diar ’ 

  

Group Activities/Events 

S rt   de: 60-  - 7    Acc unt   :  95 2057 

Acc unt: Blackwater U A    2 

Qu tin : ‘T eatre’ / ‘Hist r ’ etc  

  

Pa ments b  c eque s  uld be made pa able t  ‘Blackwater U A’  

Pa ments can als  be made at t e M nt l  Meetin s b  Debit/ redit  ards  

  

T ank   u 

  

Chris Daines 
  

  

Support and Befriending Group 
  

If   u are in need  f s me  elp  r supp rt, please telep  ne  ne  f t e f ll win  

numbers and t e  will tr  t  put   u in t uc  wit  s me ne w   can  elp  

  

   S eila   wsell    0 62  7 0820,  

     Dennis Eraut   0 62  829758,   

      ristine Wri  t  0 62  85  7  

mailto:fabbutcher@talktalk.net
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 History and STEAM Groups 

  
On a fine, warm, sunn  Tuesda  

 0t  Oct ber we were treated t  

an illustrated talk and 

presentati n  iven b  J  n 

 a ment  n b ard t e sailin  

bar e ‘Pud e’  
  

Pud e was built in   c ester, 

Kent b  t e L nd n &   c ester 

Tradin    mpan  and was  ne 

 f t e last w   den bar es t  be 
built  M st  f  er w rkin  life 

was spent carr in     ds 

between L nd n and Ipswic   In 

 9 0 s e was inv lved in ‘Operati n D nam ’ t   elp evacuate tr  ps fr m t e beac  at 

Dunkirk  
  

T e bar e was acquired b  t e 

T ames Sailin  Bar e Trust in 

 968 and was pr  ressivel  

rest red  ver man   ears  In 

20 8 t e Trust applied f r 

L tter  Fundin  and was 

awarded £ 28,000  In additi n 

t  t is, fundin  came fr m 

c aritable trusts includin  Essex 

Herita e Trust, Garfield 

West n, F  le F undati n and 

Trinit  H use as well as 

members d nati ns  

Initiall , t e w rk  ad a 

pr jected c st  f £7 8,0 00 and rem val  f  er fittin s be an durin  t e summer  f 20 9 

b  v lunteers  S e m ved int  dr  d ck in Ma  2020 f r t e maj r w rks t  be in and 

was finall  c mpleted in April 202   
  

Pud e is n w back sailin  f ll win   er rest rati n b  t e Trust  T e rest rati n w ic  

included replacin   er decks, c amin s, carlin s, beams as well as a c mplete refit bel w 

deck was carried  ut b  KJ Finc  S ipwri  ts Ltd at Fullbrid e and Trust v lunteers  
  

Dates f r   ur diar : 

  vember   t   –T e Fire Service at 2 00 pm in t e Lint n    m at West Mald n 

  mmunit   entre   
  

Co-ordinator, Geoff Pugh 01621 843297 
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 STEAM Group 
  

Our last meetin  was a c mbined sessi n wit  Hist r  t  visit t e Bar e Pud e  A full 

rep rt is under t e Hist r  Gr up  eadin    

  

Our next meetin  is  n M nda    vember   t  at 9  0 am at t e West Mald n 

  mmunit   entre Jubilee r  m  Dennis will be talkin   n Genetic En ineerin   W at 

is it? H w d    u d  it? W at are Geneticall  M dified  r ps? S  uld we  ave t em? 

Are t e  w rt  t e risks? T e USA d es  ave t em al n  wit  man  c untries but 

Britain d es n t  

  

H w d    u  ave a  eneticall  m dified  uman? H w can we prevent  r alter in erited 

diseases? W at successes  ave t ere been? 

  

All u a members are welc me t  c me al n  t  t is meetin   

  

Co-ordinators, Dennis Eraut 01621 829758 and Peter Holmes 01621 854108 

  

  

Art Appreciation 

  
Our next meetin  in   vember is  n t e 2 st - n t  ur usual f urt  Tuesda  in t e m nt  

– but still at 2 00 pm at t e West Mald n   mmunit   entre   

  

T is time we are   in  back t   ur  ld fav urite, Pr fess r Kl ss  n Italian  enaissance 

artists  We will  ave tw  DVDs  n Mic elan el , firstl   ne  n  is Fl rentine peri d 

and t en  ne  n  is   man w rks  T e  are ab ut  alf an   ur eac  s  we will  ave an 

interval and time f r discussi n wit  tea  r c ffee  S me  f t ese are am n  t e m st 

amazin  sculptures ever created  D  c me al n  and als  make plans f r next  ear's 

sessi ns   

  

Co-ordinator, Dennis Eraut 01621 829758 

  

Golf Group 
  

T e Blackwater u a   lfin   r up usuall  meet twice a m nt ,  n t e 2nd Frida  f r t e 

 r up's main event at  ne  f  ur l cal   lf c urses and  n t e  t  Frida  f r  ur m nt l  

sec ndar  event  T is alternates between Little   annels,   elmsf rd,   lf c urse  r 

 iven all G lf   urse and alwa s meetin  at  0  0 am at t e   lf c urse car parks  

  

Our   ristmas Lunc  will be at  iven all G lf  lub  n 8t  December at   00 pm  

  

Co-ordinator, John Rowsell 01621 740820 
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Short Walks Group 
  

Five members set  ff fr m West Mald n   mmunit   entre  n a c ill  m rnin  w en 

we all wis ed we  ad br u  t  ur  l ves but  nce t e sun startin  s inin  we were s  n 

warmed up  
  

Our r ute t is time was t wards t e Pr menade park, passin  t e all tments in P ult n 

 l se and  n j inin  Mund n   ad we made  ur wa  al n  t e f  tpat  runnin  parallel 

t  Limebr  k Wa  t wards M rris n’s supermarket   On reac in  Fambrid e   ad we 

decided t  cr ss t  t e new devel pment (Handle  Gardens) and f ll w t e pat s t wards 

said supermarket w ere we st pped f r refres ments   Once refres ed we made  ur wa  

back t  t e  entre  
  

Our next walk, weat er permittin , will take place  n Monday 20th November, meetin  

 utside t e West Mald n   mmunit   entre at  0 00 am   If interested in j inin  us f r 

a circular walk ar und Mald n lastin  between   /2 t  2   urs please c ntact eit er 

  b n,  r m self  

  

Co-ordinators - Di Martin 01621 85634) and Robyn Slade 01621 928536 

  

London Theatre Group 
  
Please c me and  elp c   se, fr m a selecti n  f six s  ws, t e  ne we will    t  see in 

t e Sprin   I will be in t e Jubilee r  m wit  t e list  f s  ws - and details ab ut t em 

available t   elp   u make a c  ice  H pe t  see an  ne w   is interested, and even if 

  u  ave n t been part  f t e  r up bef re, d  c me and see w at is  n  ffer  

  

Co-Ordinator, Brenda Broom 01621 841520 

  

Card and Board Games 

  

Our Oct ber meetin  was well supp rted wit  f ur tables  f ent usiastic pla ers  

 anaster c ntinued t  be p pular wit  m re pe ple wantin  t  pla  and learn t e rules   

Al n side  f t is, t e  ld fav urites  f  ummikub, Sequence and Ot ell  were pla ed    

  

T e next meetin  will be  n   vember 7t  at 2 00 pm in t e Lint n r  m, West Mald n 

  mmunit   entre  

  

We will be  avin   ur   ristmas lunc  in t e Lint n    m instead  f pla in   ur  ames, 

 n Tuesda  December 5t  at 2 00 pm   Ever  ne t  c ntribute t  t e f  d as bef re    

  

Co-ordinator, Sheila Rowsell 01621 740820 
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 Shakespeare Group 

  

We  ave n w finis ed ‘A Winter’s Tale’ a st r   f jeal us  leadin  t  disaster, and an 

aband ned dau  ter  f t e Kin   f Sicil  wit  a s ep erd  n an t er island   

  

T e st r  picks up f r t e sec nd  alf  f t e pla   6  ears later w en t e dau  ter is 

reunited wit   er  ld fat er and t e tw  rival families are br u  t t  et er and all is well 

t at ends well as t e  sa   

  

We will start  ur new pla  Henr  IV Part II  n   vember  0t   at 2 00 pm in West 

Mald n   mmunit   entre  T is will be  ur fifteent  S akespeare pla  s  we are reall  

 ettin  a feel f r man   f t e t emes t at cr p up a ain and a ain  T is time we will be 

readin  fr m t e Arden editi n and n t t e Oxf rd Sc   ls editi n  It is full  f n tes and 

explanat r  text s  it will be interestin  t  see t e difference  

  

 ew members are welc me  

  

Co-ordinator, Dennis Eraut 01621 829758 

                                                                      

Walking Group 
  

In September a small  r up  f walkers enj  ed a visit t  t e picturesque villa e  f 

Terlin  in warm suns ine, f ll wed b  a c ffee at Owls Hill café  

  

Wit  t e c an in   f seas ns we will be walkin  l call  f r t e next few m nt s,   pin  

t at t e weat er c ntinues t  be kind t  us  

  

  vember 2 rd – Blackwater Leisure  entre 

December – n  walk 

202  

Januar  25t  – Tesc , Fullbrid e 

Februar  22nd – M rris ns  

  

All walks c mmence at  0 00 am  

Co-ordinator, John Mayes 01245 222530 

Wine Group 1 
We did n t meet in Oct ber but are l  kin  f rward t  tastin  a selecti n  f 

wines c  sen b  Jack  and Peter  n Frida   0t    vember  

Co-ordinator, Frances Butcher 01621 853352 
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Petanque Group 
  

T e Petanque  r up is extremel  p pular, c nsistin   f members fr m Blackwater, 

S ut  W  d am Ferrers, Limebr  k and Mald n  Attendance is avera in   ver a d zen 

at a time and t tal members ip is nearl  t irt   Pla  takes place ever  Tuesda  aftern  n 

startin  at 2 00 pm durin  t e summer m nt s in t e Mald n Pr menade Park   
  

Co-ordinator, John Mundy 01621 854065 

  

Table Tennis 1 
Our  r up meets  n M nda s fr m 9  5 till     5 am at West Mald n   mmunit  

 entre  We are a mixed ac ievement  r up and  ave a    d time wit  a little instructi n 

fr m t e better pla ers  We are currentl   ettin   6 plus pla ers, wit  several welc me 

newc mers, and r tate pla  s  t at ever  ne  ets a  ame wit  different partners  We can 

still accept m re pla ers at present  

Co-ordinator, Peter Harden 07754 536639 

Deputy, Jack Veash 07388 420968 
  

  

Table Tennis 2 
  

We meet  n T ursda  aftern  ns at West Mald n   mmunit   entre between 2  0 

and    0 pm  We  ave f ur tables f r  ur use and pla  d ubles and sin les, dependin  

 n numbers   

 ew members are welc me wit   r wit  ut previ us experience and a bat can be lent if 

necessar   Sensible n n slip trainers are essential  T e c st is £  per sessi n w ic  

includes refres ments  F r furt er inf rmati n please c ntact 
 

Co-ordinator, Kath Little 07762 312838     

  

Tai Chi 
Our Tai   i  r up  as n w c mpleted t e  08-m ve set and we will be   in  back  ver 

t e set t  reinf rce w at we  ave alread  learnt  S  please c me al n  if   u’re t inkin  
ab ut j inin  t e  r up as we  ave plent   f space in t e  all at present  Tr  it and see, 

and at £2  r £  a sessi n includin  refres ments, w at a bar ain  

Co-ordinators, Peter Harden 07754 536639 or Sue Thomson 01621 852751 
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Birding Group 
  

On a spectacularl  sunn  da   n Frida  6t  Oct ber nine  f us visited Abbert n Essex 

Wildlife reserve  We  eaded f r Ba   ide, t e furt est awa   It  as tw  spits f r t e birds 

t   at er and s  pr vided  pen areas f r    d viewin   T e  t er  ides are rat er  pen 

expanses  f water but we did see man  Pintails  n t e s  re ed e uptails all!  

  

We saw    species, includin    Great W ite E rets w ic  are bec min  quite c mm n 

 ver wet areas  enerall   I w uld be  app  t  f rward t e list w ic    b n dili entl  

c mpiles f r me  Just ask  

  

Our next trip will be  n Frida   rd   vember w en we will visit Hannin field Essex 

Wildlife Trust reserve  We will meet at West Mald n   mmunit   entre at 9  0 am f r 

car s are  

  

I'm   pin  t  arran e a b  kin  f r  ur   ristmas lunc  at t e W  d am Walter Bell f r 

Frida   st December  Si n up f r t is at t e next meetin   

Kind re ards  

  

Co-ordinator, Stephy Eraut 01621 829758 

 

  

Cribbage Group 
  

We  ad  ur usual m nt l   et t  et er  n Wednesda    t  Oct ber wit   nl  ei  t  f us 

attendin  due t  a few members bein  under t e weat er f r  ne reas n  r an t er  

  

M st  f t e  ames t is time were len t   wit  plent   f l w sc rin   ands  T e  i  est 

sc re p ssible in a  and is 29 p ints w ic  requires t e pla er t  hold the following 

cards - a Jack plus three of the four 5s in the pack. At t e start  f eac   and a card 

fr m t e pack is turned  ver (called t e  UT card w ic  is primaril  used f r sc rin )  

T at als  needs t  be a 5 but  f t e same suite as t e Jack  eld in t e  and  T e c ances 

 f t at  appenin  in a  and are ver  l w  

  

Our perf rmance  n t e da  was tw   ands t at made  6 p ints and  nl   ne reac in  

 7  T e rest  f t e  ands sc red less, muc  less in man  cases  Despite t is a    d time 

was  ad b  all as usual  

  n Martin 

  

Man  t anks t    n f r   stin  t e meetin  t is m nt   

  

Co-ordinator, Terri Hardcastle 01621 929656 
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Group Co-ordinators’ Lunch 
  

On Wednesda   8t  Oct ber, t e maj rit   f  ur Blackwater u a Gr up   - rdinat rs 

j ined t e c mmittee f r an inf rmal lunc   T e purp se  f t e da  was t  firstl , t ank 

t em f r ever t in  t e  d  f r us all in  r anisin  events and sessi ns f r t e  0 

different interest  r ups t e  r anisati n puts  n f r members  

  

T e c mmittee  wanted t  understand 
  w  r ups are pr  ressin  and identif  

an  particular issues  T e c - rdinat rs 

were als  asked f r t eir ideas and 

su  esti ns  n a number  f subjects and 

  w we mi  t m ve f rward in t e  ew 

Year  

  

Well d ne t  Jenn  O’  nn r, Est er 

Pu   and Allen Griffit s f r t e fabul us 

caterin  and ever  ne else w   assisted  n t e da   

  

Janet Watson, Interest Group Leader 

  

Canasta Group 
  

Our last  anasta  r up was well attended and enj  ed b  eleven  We need even numbers 

f r it t  w rk well, s , if t ere is an  ne w   w uld like t      n t e reserve list f r 

w en we bec me s  rt  f members, d  let me kn w  

  

We meet in t e Lint n    m  n t e  rd T ursda  t e m nt  between 2 00 and   00 pm   

  

Co-ordinator, Stephy01621 829758 
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Reading Group 
  

‘T e Aut enticit  Pr ject’ b   lare P  le , t is m nt ’s c  ice, was ent usiasticall  

received b  t e maj rit   f members  It tells t e st r   f a  r up  f stran ers br u  t 

t  et er b  a simple n teb  k, left in a café  wned b  M nica, and written in b  a 

flamb  ant a ein  artist, Julian Jess p  Julian, a wid wer, details   w  is life,  nce ver  

bus  s ciall , is n w  ne  f l neliness, especiall  since  is wife died  He leaves t e b  k 

wit   is st r  f r an  ne w   finds it t  add t eir st r   r t r w it awa    
  

M nica writes in it and it accidentall  finds its wa  t  T ailand bef re c min    me 

wit  a   un  Australian,  ile , wit  w  m M nica  as a brief dalliance  We meet 

Hazard,  n a spirallin  pat  t  self destructi n because  f addicti n issues and Alice, a 

new   un  mum, tr in  t  present an id llic life as an influencer wit   er little  irl but 

in realit  stru  lin  t  c pe wit  all t e pressures and demands t at a   un  bab   as 

and c pin  wit  a  usband w   lacks understandin   f  er needs   
  

We l ved t e st r line and t e c aracters and t ere are surprisin  revelati ns at t e end 

t at n ne  f us was prepared f r, as t e trut  c mes  ut  T is was a brilliant debut n vel 

and we awarded a mark  f 8½  
  

Co-ordinator, Gill Swanson  07975 920460 

  

 

Play Reading 
  

At  ur Oct ber meetin  we read Dead Ernest, a c med  b   ina Warner H  ker  
  

An  ld  entleman, Mr   le, is f und murdered in  is  wn   use and it seems t at a 

r bber   as been c mmitted  Suspici n falls  n t e vari us pe ple sta in  in t e   use, 

an  ld D rset c tta e wit  a tunnel w ic  pla s an imp rtant part in t e pla   As t e pl t 

unravels, wit  t e p lice f ll win  vari us clues, we c me t  s me surprisin  

c nclusi ns  All in all, an interestin  m rnin   

  

Co-ordinator, Anita Parkes 01621 857730  

  

Rummikub Group 
  

T ere were t irteen members at  ur last meetin  s  t at made f ur  r ups -  ne  f f ur 

and t ree  f t ree  Terri, Linda, J  n and I w n  ut  f t e  r ups  

I tried t  d  t e sc res in m   r up; I t ink I did it ri  t but it is quite c mplicated  Still 

t e m re   u d  it t e better it will be  It is a    d  ame and a l vel   r up  

Co-ordinator, Patricia Harding 01621 843099 
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 Local Theatres Group 
  

Here are s me up and c min  s  ws f r t e  ew Year  

  

January 2024 

Sunday 7th – T e  utcracker at   elmsf rd T eatre at   00 pm  

Tickets £ 5 00 

Friday 26t  – M  Fair Lad  at t e Mercur  T eatre,   lc ester at 7  0 pm  

Tickets £26 50 

  

February 2024 

Friday 23rd – Swin in  at t e   tt n  lub at   elmsf rd T eatre at 7  0 pm  

Tickets £2  00 

  

March 2024 

Friday 1st – T e Imp rtance  f bein  Earnest  at Mercur  T eatre,   lc ester at 7  0 

pm 

Tickets £ 5 00 

  

April 2024 

Saturday 6th – L c m tive f r Murder – Impr vised W  dunnit at   elmsf rd 

T eatre at 7  0 pm 

Tickets £ 8 00 

  

May 2024 

Wednesday 22nd – T e Winter’s Tale at t e   elmsf rd T eatre at 7  5 pm 

Tickets £ 6 50 

Thursday 30th – Kin  Art ur at t e Mercur  T eatre,   lc ester at 2 00 pm 

Tickets £25 50 

  

July 2024 

Wednesday 17th – M usetrap 70t  Anniversar  at t e Mercur  T eatre,   lc ester at 

2  0 pm 

Tickets £28 00 

  

Bank Transfer Payments:  S rt   de: 60-  - 7 Acc unt   :  95 2057 

Acc unt: Blackwater U A    2  Qu tin : L cal T eatre (f ll wed b   ut / 

Fair /   tt n / Earnest / Murder / Winter / Art ur / M use as appr priate)  

  

Please n te if   u wis  t   ave tickets t ese MUST be paid f r at least 6 

weeks bef re t e event t  ensure we can purc ase t em  

  

Co-ordinator, Janet Watson 07952 925164 
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Card Making Group 
  

An t er ver  quiet m nt  f r card makin  wit   nl  a c uple  f sessi ns t  c me at t e 

end  f t e m nt   

  

One Member  as   vid ( es it is still 

ar und) and an t er c uple are awa   

H wever, we did nearl  all mana e t  

celebrate a birt da  part  earlier t is 

m nt  wit  several unusual cards bein  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 iven  In additi n, s me   ristmas  ards  ave been 

made at   me, (never t   earl  t  start)  We still  ave 

vacancies if an  u a members w uld like t  j in us  

  

Co-ordinator, Kathy  

Leggett 01621 852377 
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 Places of Worship 
  

T e Oct ber  utin  f r t e 

Places  f W rs ip  r up 

 ave us t e  pp rtunit  t  

visit L nd n  Westminster 

Abbe  is patr n  f St 

Mar 's   urc , Mald n, as 

it is f r man  c urc es  T e 

sec nd Saturda   f Oct ber 

eac   ear is desi nated t e 

 ati nal Pil rima e t  t e 

S rine  f St Edward t e 

  nfess r as part  f t e 

annual celebrati ns  f St 

Edward, Kin   f En land 

and re-f under  f 

Westminster Abbe , w ic  

 e rebuilt and c nsecrated 

in  065  T e  ldest d  r in 

t e UK w ic  t da  leads t  

t e   apter H use, is 

assi nable t  t e An l  

Sax n peri d  Tests in 2005 

indicate t at t e tree  rew 

in eastern En land, 

p ssibl  fr m Essex, was 

felled in  0 2 AD and t e 

d  r c nstructed in  050 

AD   

  

Westminster Abbe    as t e  reatest number  f m numents and wall tablets in t e UK, 

s me 600  One  f t e m st fam us is t e t mb  f t e Unkn wn Warri r, sited cl se t  

t e West d  r  T e interi r  f Westminster Abbe  is beautiful  H w t e master builders, 

craftsmen and w rkers created suc  an awe inspirin  Place  f W rs ip is be  nd  ur 

ima inati n  We all enj  ed a  ener us welc me fr m t e Abbe  staff and finis ed  ur 

visit b  attendin  Evens n   S me  f us were privile ed t  be seated in t e c  ir stalls, 

al n side t e Abbe 's c  risters  

  vember  rd - visit t  All Saints'   urc , T e Street, Feerin ,  O5 9QJ - arrival  0  0 

am  

  

Co-ordinator Dawn Mundy dawnmundy21@btinternet.com 
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 Members on Their Own (MOTO) Group 

  
Durin  Oct ber we met f r c ffee twice -  nce at St Mar ’s   urc  and als  at t e 

Lakeside  afé in t e Pr menade Park  We als  enj  ed lunc  at T e Queen’s Head  n 

T e H t e  S me  f us went  n a   elmsf rd T eatre Backsta e T ur w ic  was ver  

interestin   

  

If   u are interested in j inin  

t is  r up  r findin   ut m re 

ab ut it, please c ntact t e                

  
  

Co-ordinator, Robyn Slade 

01621 928536  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Nature Walks 
  

Twelve  f us were due t  walk ar und Hall Farm Lake  n 20t  Oct ber but t e inclement 

weat er f rced me t  cancel t e event  H wever,  ere are s me m re dates f r   ur diar   
  

Frida    vember  7t , Burn am  n  r uc   Meet at WM   at 9  0 am f r car 

s are  

Frida  December  5t , Mald n Pr menade Park Tree Trail  Meet at  0 00 am  utside 

t e Museum in t e Park  
  

Please let me kn w if   u plan t  j in eit er  f t e walks  Si n up s eets will be available 

at t e m nt l  meetin   If   u w uld like t  be added t  t e  r up but cann t make t e 

dates ab ve, let me kn w  Y u will t en receive e-mails fr m me wit  details  f events 

 r c an es  
  

T e  r up aims t  walk  n t e t ird Frida  m rnin   f eac  m nt , makin  st ps al n  

t e wa  t   bserve natural p en mena  It is   ur resp nsibilit  t  ensure   u are wearin  

appr priate f  twear and cl t in  t  suit t e c nditi ns  It is   ur resp nsibilit  t  l  k 

after   ur safet  at all times  n t e walk, particularl   n uneven and slipper   r und and 

w en cr ssin   r walkin  al n  r ads  
  

Co-ordinator, Gerry Davis 01621 843217 
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 Flower Arranging 
  

At  ur September meetin  we used sunfl wers f r  ur arran ements  

 

T e t eme f r Oct ber will be eit er Hall ween  r firew rks, wit  t e members 

c   sin  t eir  wn st le  f arran ement  

  

Our last meetin  f r t e  ear will be  n Tuesday, 28th November, w en we will 

be attemptin  an as mmetrical desi n entitled ‘a  int  f fr st’ usin  w ite 

fl wers  As usual  ur meetin  will take place in t e Lint n    m fr m 9  0-

    0 am  

  

We  ave been invited a ain t  take part in All Saints   ristmas Tree Festival 

takin  place between 8t  and  0t  December  T e trees can be viewed between 

 0 00 am-5 00 pm Frida  and Saturda  and    00 am-  00 pm  n Sunda   T ere 

will be s  ppers’ car ls fr m  2  0 pm  n 9t   December  

  

Co-ordinator, Di Martin 01621 856347 
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Local News 
  

The Maldon Society 

Tiptree Heath:  Its history and current conservation 
T e Mald n S ciet ’s m nt l  public talk will be  eld  n T ursda , 2nd 

  vember and will be  iven b  J an Pinc  w   will tell us t e  ist r  and 

current c nservati n  f t e  eat   T e c mm n was first rec rded in   0 , w en 

it w uld  ave been p ssible t  walk  n  eat land all t e wa  fr m Mald n t  

  lc ester  T e Heat  is a rare pr tected Site  f Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 

because t ere are t ree species  f  eat er – Lin ,  r ss-leaved and Bell w ic  

 ave been all wed t  fl uris , and its diversit   f  abitats  
  

T e d  rs  f t e    net    m be ind t e Swan H tel, Hi   Street, Mald n will 

 pen at 6  0 pm wit  t e meetin  startin  at 7 00 pm   T e latest Mald n 

plannin  applicati ns can als  be viewed  n  ur inf rmative n ticeb ard    

Please pre-re ister b  emailin  mald ns ciet @a l c m  r rin  D rreen  n 

0 62  85  28    
  

Time to Have Your Say!  

2023 Residents and Business Survey Goes Live 

 esidents, businesses, and  r anisati ns in t e Mald n District are bein  invited 

t  take part in t e   uncil’s annual surve  t  be in wit  a c ance  f winnin  a 

prize   

It can be c mpleted b    in  t  www mald n   v uk/  urviews 

Tw  entries will be selected at rand m and will win a £50 v uc er as a t ank 

  u f r takin  part   

Gettin  as muc  feedback as p ssible will  elp t e   uncil set its pri rities and 

plans f r t e future, and t  establis  t e services t at meet   ur needs   T e 

Surve  is available until Sunda  26t    vember  

 

Shopping Responsibly 

u a members w   used SILO until its recent cl sure (w ere   u take   ur  wn 

c ntainers t  purc ase t e pr ducts   u want) will be pleased t   ear t at W  le 

Healt  F  ds in Edwards Walk  as taken  n t is business and will be pleased t  

n t  nl  see   u, but  ear w ic  pr ducts   u w uld like t em t  st ck  
  

 

mailto:maldonsociety@aol.com
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.maldon.gov.uk%2fyourviews&c=E,1,vhXWMco4grLHUctjgrb1S4gUBT__vieniLsL_W_GTxltBkN3ckb0pItEy_6RGWATlZZLmoEELyzJNXJ0Jh8zNoTlgda5u-Fh6rqpZ6qTQxjh55LDOLuKJyAqH84,&typo=1
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Blackwater u3a Holiday to Norfolk in  

September 
  

Our   lida    tel t is  ear was at t e Spr wst n Man r H tel, a  9 t  centur  f rmer 

Man r H use t at sits wit in beautiful  r unds, just   5 miles fr m t e cit   f   rwic   

T e r  ms, staff, f  d and amenities were excellent  S me  f us t  k advanta e  f t e 

l vel  swimmin  p  l, t e spa and walks in t e extensive  r unds  We were f rtunate 

t   ave  ur fav urite driver P il, w  m we first met in 20 5  n  ur first   lida  wit  

Just f r Gr ups t  Derb s ire  T at experience be an t e first c apter  f  app    lida  

mem ries wit  u a friends  

  

Lunc  in t e l vel  Abbe  Gardens, Bur  St Edmunds   t t e   lida   ff t  an excellent 

start  n M nda  25t  September  Li  t rain  reeted us as we b arded t e c ac   n 

Tuesda  m rnin  f r a  uided t ur ar und t e cit  

 f   rwic , but t e sun came  ut as we were 

esc rted  n f  t t r u   t e bus  streets t  t e 

 at edral; free f r visit rs t  expl re wit  an 

excellent refect r  f r t at welc me tea and cake  

On Wednesda  m rnin  we were driven t  

A ls am t  catc  t e    00 am  5 / inc  narr w 

 au e steam train t  Wr x am t r u   prett  

c untr side  T e line is called t e Bure Valle  

 ailwa   P il was at Wr x am read  t  drive us t  

H rnin , w ere we b arded t e Mississippi 

Paddleb at Steamer f r an   ur and a  alf cruise  n 

t e Br ads  T e welc me  n b ard and t e 

c mmentar  were excellent, a rec mmended trip if 

  u are in t at area  f   rf lk  S me were luck  t  

sp t a kin fis er  r tw ,  reat crested  rebe, and 

c rm rants  



Page 19 

 

We  eard t at t   wn a   use  n 

t e water's ed e   u need plent  

 f read  cas , as m rt a es will 

n t be awarded, because t e 

pr perties are built  n s ft  r und 

and subsidence is a maj r risk  

We did see evidence  f t is t  

s me ver  impressive pr perties   
  

T e  i  li  t  f t e week f r me 

was t e visit t  Sandrin  am  It's 

a rat er quirk    use, n t ver  

attractive  n t e  utside and t e 

added win  is arc itecturall  a 

mismatc   T e inside is definitel  

furnis ed and l ved as a famil    me  T e   un  c ildren must l ve t e l n  c rrid rs 

t  pla  in and t e s ft s fas t  b unce  n  T e  r unds are beautifull  sculptured and 

  u w n't be surprised t   ear t at t e Kin   as planted t  usands m re new trees t is 

 ear  T e  uides all cated t  eac   f t e  r und fl  r r  ms  pen t  t e public en a ed 

  u in c nversati n and were ver  kn wled eable  Seein  famil  p  t s  f t e r  al 

famil  was deli  tful  Especiall   ne  f t e late Queen Elizabet  II w  se 

p  t  rap  was taken wit   er sittin  in  er fav urite c air b  a lamp  n a sideb ard and 

  u can see t e c air left in t e p siti n t at s e liked best  

  

On Frida   ur return 

j urne  t  k us  n t e 

c astal r ad, past 

Great Yarm ut  f r a 

lunc  st p at 

S ut w ld, w ere t e 

sun, views and 

refres ments were 

ver  muc  enj  ed b  

man  w   visited t e 

pier  

  

T ank   u t  eac   f 

  u w    ave 

supp rted  ur Just f r 

Gr ups   lida s; we 

 ave enj  ed   ur 

c mpan  ver  muc   H wever, t is was m  final   lida  as c - rdinat r  I am  app  t  

s are m  experiences fr m arran in    lida s wit  a new c - rdinat r if required   

  

Dawn Mundy 
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 Local U3A contacts (Our Cluster Group) 
 

Y u will find details  f t e  t er members  f  ur  luster Gr up  n t eir 

websites  

 

Mald n  ttp:// www mald nu a c  uk/ 

He brid e https://u3asites.org.uk/heybridge  

Limebr  k  ttps://u asites  r  uk/limebr  k-mald n/  me 

Burn am  n  r uc   ttps://b c-u a  r  uk/ 

Den ie  ttps://u asites  r  uk/den ie/  me 

 r uc  Valle   ttps://u asites  r  uk/cr uc -valle /  me 

S ut  W  d am Ferrers  ttps://swf-u a  r / 

  

And  f c urse, a reminder  f  ur  wn website: 

Blackwater U A  ttps://u asites  r  uk/blackwater/  me 

 

Rotas for Refreshments  
 

 OVEMBE   Garden Gr up and S akespeare 

DE EMBE   Fl wer Arran in  and Hist r  

JA UA Y   ribba e and  ummikub 

  

D  rs will be  pen f r  elpers and c - rdinat rs settin  up at    0 pm  D  rs are  pen 

f r  t er members at 2 00 pm  If   u  ave insufficient members between   ur  r ups, 

please c ntact me in advance  

 

Welcome Team: 
 

Jenn  and  er buddies will be  n  and t  welc me new members  
  

Set-up and Clear-up rota 
 

 OVEMBE    eal Ale and Wine Gr up 2 

DE EMBE   Scrabble and Table Tennis 2 

JA UA Y  Walkers and Tai   i  

   

W en settin  up t e  all please start wit  t e r w furt est awa  fr m t e speaker, leavin  

sufficient  an wa s as n rmal  W en clearin  up, please d  n t put t e c airs awa  until 

requested b  a c mmittee member  

  

T ank   u all f r   ur c - perati n, Janet Watson 

http://www.maldonu3a.co.uk/
https://u3asites.org.uk/heybridge
https://u3asites.org.uk/limebrook-maldon/home
https://boc-u3a.org.uk/
https://u3asites.org.uk/dengie/home
https://u3asites.org.uk/crouch-valley/home
https://swf-u3a.org/
https://u3asites.org.uk/blackwater/home
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Speakers’ Corner 
  

  vember  st   T e Hist r   f Aucti ns, Tim Turner      

December 6t      ristmas  elebrati n 

202  

Januar   rd   t  be c nfirmed 

Februar  7t    Our Street, Brian  arline    

Marc  6t    T e Titanic, Steve Lester                                      

  

Our Oct ber meetin  featured Mike F    and Penn  McAv  , speakin   n Mald n's 

M  t Hall  T ere were s me  reat views fr m t e r  f terrace, als  t e rat er  rim 

acc mm dati n f r an  unf rtunate enj  in  an extended sta   T e M  t Hall is well 

w rt  a visit  

  

Speaker Organiser, John Hayes 01621 843855 

  

Art Group 
  

Our Gr up pr ject f r Oct ber was t   ave been Autumn      but t ere's n t a l t  f 

Autumn c l ur ab ut  et  T e p  t  rap s are  f w rk in pr  ress  n  8t  Oct ber, and 

we will c ntinue wit  t e t eme  

  

Co-ordinator, Anita Sandison 01621  
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Committee Members 2023/4 
  

 

Newsletter Production: 
 

 Edit r  Frances Butc er 0 62  85  52 

 Publis er    er Wils n  0 62  8 2 55 

 

Joint groups with Maldon U3A 
 

Sin in  f r Pleasure  Jack  H lmes  0 62  85  08 

Tenpin B wlin   David Arn ld  0 62  85 866 
  

November Programme 
 

As well as t e sc edule  n t e back  f t is b  klet, please c eck t e Events 

pa e  n t e Blackwater U A website and t e  ewsletter items f r t e latest 

up t  date inf rmati n  

Allen Griffiths   Chair 01621 732191 

Ron Martin Vice Chair  01621 856347 

Chris Daines Treasurer 0797    228  

Gill Swanson Secretary 07975 920460 

Esther Pugh Committee Member 01621 843297 

Sholto Morton  Minutes Secretary 01621 929238 

Janet Watson Groups Co-ordinator 07952 925164  

Jenn  O’  nn r 
Monthly Meeting 

Coordinator 
07903 959450 

Liz Walden Website Manager 01621 852689 

Sue Watson Membership Secretary 01621 852941 

Roger Wilson Database Manager 01621 842455 
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Co-ordinators 

Interest Gr ups   - rdinat r Janet Wats n 07952 925 6  

Art Anita Sandis n 0 62  7   5  

Art Appreciati n Dennis Eraut 0 62  829758 

Birdin  

 anasta 

Step   Eraut 

Step   Eraut 

0 62  829758 

0 62  829758 

 ard and B ard Games S eila   wsell 0 62  7 0820 

 ard Makers Kat   Le  ett 0 62  852 77 

  mmunit  Garden D rreen Lint n  0 62  85  28 

 ribba e 

Famil  Hist r  

Terri Hardcastle 

Ge ff Pu   

0 62  929656 

0 62  8  297 

Fl wer Arran in  Di Martin 0 62  856  7 

Gardenin  Step   Eraut 0 62  829758 

G lf J  n   wsell 0 62  7 0820 

Hist r  Dennis Eraut 

Ge ff Pu   

0 62  829758 

0 62  8  297 

L cal T eatres Janet Wats n 07952 925 6  

L nd n T eatres Brenda Br  m 0 62  8  520 

Lunc e n  lub   Sid Sutt n 077   258802 

Meditati n Di  eddis  01621 810653 

Mem ries J  n Mund  01621 854065 

MOTO 

 ature Walks       

  b n Slade 

Gerr  Davis 

01621 928536 

01621 843217 

Petanque J  n Mund  0 62  85 065 

Places  f W rs ip Dawn Mund  0 62  85 065 

Pla   eadin  Anita Parkes 0 62  8577 0 

 eadin  Gill Swans n 07975 920460 

 eal Ale Gr up Paul Allen 0 62  856 0  

 ummikub Gr up 

Sc ttis  Dancin  

Pat Hardin  

Diana    ers 

0 62  8  099 

0 62  85 8   

Scrabble S lvia Harden 078 0  69 96 

S akespeare Dennis Eraut 0 62  829758 

S  rt Walks                          Di Martin 

  b n Slade 

0 62  856  7 

0 62  9285 6 

S cial Gr up vacant  

STEAM Dennis Eraut 0 62  829758 

 Peter H lmes 0 62  85  08 

Table Tennis   Peter Harden 

Jack Veas  

0775  5 66 9 

07 88  20968 

Table Tennis 2 

Tai   i 

Kat  Little 

Peter Harden 

07762   28 8 

0775  5 66 9 

Walkers J  n Ma es 0 2 5 2225 0 

Wine Gr up   Frances Butc er 0 62  85  52 

Wine Gr up 2 Paul Allen 0 62  856 0  

   

   

   

   

   



Page 24 

 

November 2023 Programme 
  

RED INDICATES A MORNING MEETING 

BLUE INDICATES AN AFTERNOON MEETING 

BLACK INDICATES UNSPECIFIED TIMING 

  

 

Monday Tuesday Wed’day Thursday Friday Sat Sun 

 
   

M nt l  

Meetin   

 

2 

Table Tennis 2 

 ard Makers 

Mald n S ciet  

  

Birdin  

Places  f 

W rs ip 

  

MOTO  

5 

 

6 

Table 

Tennis   

Tai   i 

7 

 ard Makers 

Petanque 

 ard and 

B ard Games  

8 

Art 

 ribba e 

  

9 

Pla   eadin  

Table Tennis 2 

 ard makers 

 eadin  

L cal T eatre 

 0 

G lf 

Sin in  

S akespeare 

Wine 

Gr up   

   

MOTO  

  2 

 

 

   

Table 

Tennis   

Meditati n 

STEAM 

Tai   i 

   

 ard Makers 

Petanque  

Hist r  

 5 

Art 

Famil  

Hist r  

L cal 

T eatre  

 6 

 ummikub 

Table Tennis 2  

 ard Makers 

 anasta 

 7  

 ature 

Walk 

  

 8   9 

20 

Table 

Tennis   

S  rt Walks 

Tai   i 

2  

 ard Makers 

Petanque 

Art Appreciat 

Scrabble 

22 

Art 

 eal Ale  

2   

Walkers 

Table Tennis 2 

 ard Makers  

2  

G lf 

Sin in  

L cal 

T eatre 

 ewsletter 

Deadline  

25   26 

 

27 

Table 

Tennis   

Meditati n 

Tai   i  

28 

 ard Makers 

Fl wer 

Arran in  

Petanque 

29 

Art 

 0 

 ard Makers 

   

 


