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The view from the Chair  
 
Hello everybody.  Well, at 
long last things are 
beginning to get back to 
normal.  All of our Activity Groups are now up 
and running and the monthly meetings have 
reconvened at the Methodist Church. 
 
As you may be aware, the church hall has 
undergone a refurbishment and re-opened on 
30th April under the new name of Oasis 
Lounge.  Unfortunately, from our perspective, 
the church has decided to run a community 
café in the hall which means that we do not 
have the room for the administrative and 
promotional stands or indeed exclusive use of 
the room. 
 
To get round these issues we have decided to 
utilise the foyer area and some space within 
the church.  We started this new layout at 
May’s meeting and things seemed to work 
well. 
 
In addition, we plan re-starting New Members 
meetings soon.  These were abandoned 
during lock down, for obvious reasons.  
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Therefore, if you have joined after March 
2020 look out for an invite. 
 
On the subject of the Monthly meetings we 
are now up and running both in person and 
on line. Thanks to James Budd for putting 
together a great programme of speakers.  I 
would however like to draw your attention to 
the fact that in keeping with many items post 
pandemic the going rate for quality speakers 
has substantially increased.  You are all 
paying for these speakers through your 
membership subscriptions so please try and 
come along or log in to ensure you are getting 
value for money. 
 
The Committee are giving consideration to 
marking u3a’s 40th Anniversary and u3a Day 
in September.  Look out for further details and 
please get involved. 
 
I have been approached by the chairman of 
Buntingford regarding opening up of some 
groups to Buntingford members.  This 
initiative is aimed at helping groups who are 
struggling for numbers.  The idea is that 
Buntingford Members can join selected 
Bishop’s Stortford Groups and vice versa 
without having to take out a second 
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membership.  As I write this article the finer 
details of the initiative are being worked on 
and I hope to launch it formally in June. 
 
I am pleased to say that our AGM in March 
went well and I have now entered my final 
year in the Chair.  Bishop’s Stortford u3a 
currently have a dedicated and enthusiastic 
committee team in place, however, looking to 
the future any healthy organisation relies on 
new blood and fresh ideas to keep the 
organisation moving forward. 
If you wish to find out more about the 
Bishop’s Stortford u3a committee, the roles 
within it and the way it fits into the wider Third 
Age Trust structure please do not hesitate to 
contact me on the e-mail below.  Remember 
all members have an open invitation to attend 
a committee meeting – just as long as you tell 
us beforehand. 
 
Well that’s it from me – have a good Summer. 
 
Jim Paterson 
 
Chairman 
Bishop’s Stortford u3a 
 
Jim.paterson@bsu3a.org.uk 

mailto:Jim.paterson@bsu3a.org.uk
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Methodist Church Open Day: 
30th April 2022 
 
After many months with scaffolding on the 
outside and extensive building work going on 
inside, the Methodist Church in South Street 
had an Open Day on 30th April to mark the 
end of the building work and show off the 
result of all these labours. The day was bright 
and sunny, and there was quite a crowd in the 
street to listen to the speeches and then 
witness the formal cutting of the ribbon across 
the main entrance door. 
 

 
 

The various organisations that use the 
Church building for some of their activities 
had been invited to have a table inside the 
hall ‘to advertise their wares’ and as one of 
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this number the Bishop’s Stortford u3a had 
taken up the offer. In fact we had two tables !! 
It was all done at relatively short notice so 
there was little time for extensive consultation 
with Group Coordinators. However the 
Computing and I.T. Group was able to put on 
an impressive display on one table and two 
beautiful crocheted items and a selection of 
handmade cards from the Craft Groups 
adorned the other one together with some 
u3a promotional material. Several members 
of the Committee and the Computing Group 
attended throughout the day to answer any 
queries or provide more information. 
 

 
 
It has to be said that the most striking feature 
of the Church refurbishment is the 
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introduction of the Oasis Lounge serving light 
refreshments on a daily basis in the area that 
the u3a used to use for its monthly pre-
meeting. This part of the building has now 
been totally levelled and disabled toilet 
facilities constructed to make it much more 
accessible and inviting for disabled people as 
well as everyone else. 
We will need to work out how we can best 
adapt our usual pre-meeting arrangements 
now that the Oasis Lounge is occupying most 
of the space we used but, however we adjust, 
the pre-meeting will still provide members 
with the opportunity to sign up for trips and 
events, pay membership renewal 
subscriptions and generally find out more 
about the u3a. The availability of 
refreshments in comfortable surroundings 
prior to the start of our monthly meetings will 
hopefully encourage even more members to 
attend knowing there is no longer the 
prospect of queuing in the rain and cold 
outside as sometimes happened ‘in the old 
days’. 
 
Kath Hird 
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Monthly Speakers 
 
Hello again everyone. 
I hope you are well and not 
been too affected by covid-
19 over the past 2 years. 
Now that the government restrictions have 
been removed we can look forward to going 
about our lives in a normal fashion.  
 
Just a few words from myself on the speakers 
that have attended in the last few months, as 
we had speakers booked to carry out the 
zoom talks while restrictions were in place. 
When restrictions were eased earlier this year 
this allowed us to meet in public again. The 
committee decided that we would have live 
open meetings in the Methodist Church.  
 
The first meeting was held in the church on 
14th March when we had a great talk from 
Kat Pallover on ‘St Elizabeth’s Treatment 
and Care of Epilepsy’ which was received 
very well by 120 of our members who 
attended on the day. 
The AGM followed this talk.  
 



11 

 

 

The following meeting was held on 11th April 
when we had another great talk from Charlie 
Haylock on the ‘History of Surnames’. 
Again this was a very interesting talk and 
there was interaction from the audience.  
Please do read Charlie’s article below in the 
magazine about the history of some of our 
members surnames.  We are very grateful to 
him for spending so much time  and effort 
researching and compiling the information.   
 
At our meeting on 9th May the speaker was 
Geoff Bowden, this time the talk was on 
Lionel Bart 'Reviewing my Situation'. Again 
this was another great talk and was enjoyed 
by the members who attended. The meeting 
in April and May were also sent out on zoom 
so as any member who could not get to the 
Methodist church was able to join in; all of the 
following meetings in the church will be on 
zoom also.   
 
For the rest of this year I have speakers 
already booked to carry out talks until 
December 2022. During the remaining 
months of this year I will be preparing the 
speakers for all of the meetings that we will 
be having in 2023.  
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In June we have speaker Fran Sandham 
who will be giving us a talk on 
“Dr.Livingstone I Presume” and in July we 
have the acoustic duet of Fools Gold 
performing live.  
 
I wish to thank the committee and especially 
Ken Wheatley our web administrator who set 
up our link with zoom and enabled us to use 
the new control system in the church.    
 
I am looking forward to the remainder of this 
year and to the speakers lined up to attend 
our meetings. I am also looking forward to 
seeing our members attend the meetings and 
enjoy the day out. 
 
James Budd  
Speaker Secretary BSU3A. 
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Surnames of Bishop Stortford’s u3a members 
compiled by Charlie Haylock who gave an 
interesting talk on this subject at the April meeting. 
Charlie is the author of “In a Manner of Speaking” 
and also gives a dialect tour of GB on YouTube 
 
Abbreviations: 
DB first recorded in Domesday Book 1086AD         
Bryth Brythonic (Old British) 
ME     Middle English (1066 to 1487)      
NF   Norman-French       
NV   Norman-Viking   
OD  Old Danish                  
OE     Old English (Anglo-Saxon)        
OF      Old French 
OG     Old German            
ON     Old Norse          
OW   Old Welsh   
 
Note -  
"g" in OE and ON can be pronounced as a, g,j,k,or y 
"sc" in OE is pronounced as   sh 
"c" in ME is  pronounced as either  k,s,ch or  sh 
"v" in OE is pronounced as either v or w  
the letters  v  f   w  and u  are interchangeable eg 
"hafoc" is OE for "hawk" 
the OE and ON letter " ð " (eth) is pronounced as  th 
the OE and ON letter "þ" (thorn) is also pronounced 
as th 
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Part 1 Locational Surnames 
  
Scott OE scott Irish man (from a Gaelic band of 
warriors called Scoti who invaded and settled in 
Caledonia in C5th) -  
during ME period Scot could mean either Irish or from 
Scotland.  
 
Thorpe  from one of the many places with Thorp(e) in 
the name 
 
ON þorp  secondary settlement . . . and was usually 
a subsidiary to and reliant on another village close by  
 
Tingle  from Tingley, Yorkshire - meeting place on 
the hill  
                              
OE þing  thing, meeting, assembly, hlāw mound, hill,  
 
Townsend  someone who lived at the extremity of a 
village  
                            
OE tun ME tone farmstead settlement, village + OE 
ende  
       
Wheatley from one of the places so called in 
Essex, Lancashire, Nottinghamshire, Oxfordshire or 
Yorkshire 
OE hweote wheat  leah  cultivated clearing  
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Occupational Surnames 
 
Cable   maker of ropes, halters etc     
NF cable   rope  note - extremely rare to have a 
surname with original spelling 
 
Hird herdsman  -   OE  hierds mann 
 
Knight  feudal tenant bound to serve as a mounted 
soldier     OE cniht    
  
Peltz Dutch-German occupational surname for a 
maker of pilches - leather garment like a sheepskin 
coat. The word derives originally from the Latin 
pellicia,   skin or hide. 
 
Poynter  either maker of points to fasten hose and 
doublet together  
ME poynte  tagged lace or cord of twisted yarn, silk or 
leather or a slater - layers of slate were rendered with 
mortar - this was called pointing - and "pointer" 
became a nickname for a slater 
 
Sumpter  driver of a pack horse train, NF  sommetier 
the letter "p" is a ME dialectal intrusion  
 
Trower  variation of Thrower OE for a thread thrower 
converting raw thread into silk  OE þrāwan  (thrāwan) 
to throw   
 
Warrener  either   sentry, lookout or guard NV  warin 
guard  heri warrior or warrener   NF warrene   piece 
of land for breeding game (not just rabbits) 
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Nicknames (including warrior nicknames) 
  
Agnoli  European surname with many spelling 
variations including Angel, Angell (English), Angell, 
Angeau (France), Agnolo, Agnoli (Italy) etc  
pre-Christian    from Latin angelus   meaning a 
messenger later in Christian times, nickname 
describing angelic appearance   
 
Armstrong  strong in the arm    Cumbria and Borders   
OE earm strang    
 
Franklin  freeman, but not of noble birth  
ME frankeleyn  
 
Kenard  variation on Kenward  - OE cēn weard   bold 
guard or  OE cyne weard     royal guard   
 
Mahy  Channel Islands surname from a nickname 
meaning heavy build - many variations Mahi, Mahie, 
Mah, Mayher Mahy Mayhier  
 
Monaghan  Irish nickname for someone who 
behaved like a monk - pre 10th century Gaelic word  
manachain   a monk  
 
Morris  swarthy like a Moor  NF adopted from Latin 
maurus  anglicised to Morris 
 
Verity  truthful   NF vérité  truth  
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Sons and Family of 
 
Eade  son of Edith - Ead  is pet form of Edith    
OE ēadig   wealthy, rich    
 
Edwards  final letter s denotes widow of Edward, or 
maybe son of Edward derives from ēd wealth  weard  
guard or ward   
  
Hicks  final letter 's' normally denotes the widow of 
Hick, maybe son of  - Hick is a pet form for Rick - a 
pet form for Ricard (or Richard), Richard derives 
from NV ricard   powerful and brave.  Dixon                         
Dicks son . . Dick is a pet form of Richard / Ricard   
                                    
Howlett   variation of Hughlett . . . . hugh + el means 
son of Hugh  hughel + ett means son of Hughel . . . 
Hughelett  is contracted to  Hughlett and Howlett . .  
Hugh is NF hue . . . mindful, kind hearted  
 
Jones  Ioan (pron. Joane)  for John adopted  in 
Authorised Welsh Bible “Jehovah has favoured” – 
hence frequency of Jones in Wales.  The final letter 
's' denotes either widow of  or son of  Ioan 
In ME period 'i' and the 'j' were considered the same 
but with two pronunciations - only became separate 
letters in the alphabet in 1600's  
 
McGregor  Gregor is Scottish variation of Gregory 
from NF Grgoire  -  Latin name via the Greek  - to be 
watchful McGregor . . . Scottish for son of Gregor 
 
Mowles  letter 's' denotes widow of or son of  Mowle . 
Mowle derives from either OE  mul step relation 
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normally step-brother or someone with a prominent 
nose  ON  muli  nose or  a mule train driver  ME mule      
 
Perrot  (little Pier) son of Pier       NF Pierett   
 
Robertson  son of Robert   NV Hrodbeorht  fame 
bright (possibly referring to a famous warrior in bright 
shiny armour)  
 
Saunders  final 's' usually denotes the widow of, but 
can be son of Saunder, Saunder is dialect variation 
of Sander – a pet form of Alexander Normans 
adopted Alexander from the Greek – defender of men  
 
Wilkins  the final 's' referring to the widow of Wilkin, 
maybe son of - Will + kin means family [kin] of Will 
[pet from of William] William derives from  will helm  
from  wulf helm  (wolf helmet) warrior leading troops 
into battle had a wolf embossed or engraved on his 
helmet   
   
Either / Or 
 
Broadhead  either dweller by a broad headland  OE 
brād broad OE hēafod   ON hofud , hoved head                            
or nickname for someone with a broad head 
or someone who wears a broad hood  OE  brādhōd   
 
Budd  either nickname for a son OE budde a bud   
new growth or nickname for hard worker like a beetle  
OE  budda  beetle 
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Jacobs  either name for an ecclesiastic clerk in the 
Catholic Church or Latin version of James,   s refers 
to widow of - maybe son of  
  
King  either someone who behaved like a king OE  
cyning  cyng or  from the part played in a pageant 
play (eg Three Kings)  
  
Moull  either OE  mul   step relation normally step-
brother or nickname for someone with prominent 
nose  ON  muli  nose or  a mule train driver  ME mule 
  
Treves  either 13th child from anglicised Spanish 
trevez – 13 or  9th most common dialect variation of 
English surname Travers, including Traves, Travis, 
Trives and Traviss -  a toll collector at crossing 
points, (city gates, fords, mountain passes etc where 
a toll or tax is charged) NF traverse    a crossing     
 
 
 
Additional Surnames 
 
Ault  either someone who is old or someone who is 
older than someone younger (eg older brother)       
OE eald   old  
 
Barker either shepherd   NF berchier    shepherd 
or a tanner  ME   barker     a tanner   
 
Bleeze  from St Blazey, Cornwall - chapel of Sanctus 
Blasius 1440AD dedication of the church to St Blaise  
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Boyden from one of the number of places called 
Boyton OE  farmstead settlement tūn owned by a 
servant boi   
                               
Brown  brown hair or swarthy complexion  OE  brūn 
or ON  brúnn  
Brunning  more ancient variation of Browning OE 
brūn  brown  inga  son of   
                               
Byford  from Byford, Herefordshire or dweller by the 
ford OE bī ford  
 
Chadwick  from Chadwick, Lancs - OE Ceadda wīc - 
dairy farm belonging to a man called  Ceadda   
 
Cossey  from Costessey, Norfolk [pronounced locally 
as 'cossey'] OE ēg  [pron. ey] island surrounded by 
marshland owned by a man called Cost  
 
Cottee  dweller at the cottage   OE cote  cottage  
    
Coverley  from a lost village most probably in 
Hampshire OE cofa  hut or shelter in a  leah  
cultivated clearing  
 
Crowther  a fiddler  ME  crouth  a fiddle / violin  + er   
   
Cullen  from Cullen, Scottish Gaelic for steep slope  
 
Cutter   a tailor or barber  - someone who cuts  OE 
cyttan  to cut  
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Duthie   Irish meaning descendant of Dubhthach  - 
the black one - a nickname given to Viking settlers 
who wore black armour 
 
Farrell  either from Farewell, Staffs OE fæger wella  
pleasant stream or a nickname for one who is healthy 
-  fare well or from Irish fearghail  man of valour  
 
Frankcom a free man  NV  franc  free homme  man - 
anglicised to Frankcom,  Frankham,  Frankcombe  
 
Harman  warrior man     NV – here warrior      
OE mann  man    
 
Hasler  from Haselor, Staffs or  Warwicks  - flat 
topped hill where hazel grows OE haesel hazel   ofer 
flat topped hill 
                                 
Hinshelwood  derivation not found - suggest it might 
be a lost village 
 
Kenny  either anglicised Old Gaelic cionnaoith (Irish), 
cionaodha (Scot) cion  respect, affection aoith / 
aodha  pagan god of fire or OE cēnhere  tall strong 
warrior  cēn pinetree  here  warrior   
 
Kitchener  worker in the kitchen  OE cycene + er  
kitchen + er 
 
Levett  either beloved Geat [pronounced ye,at] OE 
lēof Gēat note - Beowulf was a leader of the Geats                 
or  beloved warrior OE lēof gӯð   or      NF louet  lovet    
wolf cub  nickname for young warrior  
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Monkhouse  worker at the monk's house  OE munec  
ME munk    OE hūs first recording of the surname 
Monkhouse is in 1379 in the poll tax returns in 
Yorkshire - Roger del Munkhous  
 
Moody impetuous and brave OE mōdig pron. moody  
     
Morgan  Celtic name pre-Christian  morcant - 
meaning most probably sea defender or sea chief 
being the most popular translations  
 
Nichols  abbreviation of NF nickname Nicolaus  
adopted from Greek via Latin -  “victory people”  
 
Platt  either dweller by small patch of land  OE plætt  
small land area or dweller by a footbridge  OE plat  
footbridge 
 
Purdie  an oath name  pour Dieu - for God 
 
Rand  from Rand in Lincs - settlement at border's 
edge OE rand  border 
 
Reynolds  the last letter 's' usually means widow of 
Reynold, maybe son of  - Reynold derives from NF 
rein (counsel) wald (rule)   a wise ruler  
 
Russell  NF son of  the red haired one  rous   el  
 
Sharp  quick, sharp, smart  OE  scearp   sharp, smart    
 
Shirley   from Shirley, Derbys, Hants, Surrey, 
Warwicks, WR Yorkshire or dweller in or by the bright 
woodland clearing OE scir (pronounced shire) leah    
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Smout  Old Dutch variation of 'smith' -  a worker at 
the forge 
    
Turfkruyer           derivation not found          
 
Watson  son of Watt.  Watt is a pet form of Walter  
ME walter from Old German walter  mighty army  
 
Wylde  either  the wild one   OE wilde or            
dweller by wild uncultivated wasteland from OE wilde 
 
Information complied by Charlie Haylock 
 
 
 
 
 
Message from the Editor    
 
It is always wonderful to receive 
your news and views that you 
want to share with the other 
members.  I do reserve the right 
to edit articles and photographs so that they can fit 
within the overall layout of the magazine, especially 
as we have a limit of 48 pages.  Please email articles 
to me, preferably in Word, with images sent 
separately for inclusion in the next magazine by 24th 
November which will be sent to the printers as soon 
as possible after that date.     
 
Lesley Mishan 
lesley.mishan@bsu3a.org.uk 

mailto:lesley.mishan@bsu3a.org.uk
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Capital Wanderers Walk  
Greenwich 24th May 2022 
 
Finally, as the fear of covid recedes and people 
become less anxious about travelling, the ‘Capital 
Wanderers’ walking group embarked on its first 
foray into London for more than two years. 
 
Although some people were missing due to 
holidays and other commitments, eleven 
members of the group boarded the train heading 
for the London Borough of Greenwich. With so 
much to see throughout the day, after a brief stop 
for refreshments, we headed initially to the banks 
of the Thames where we stopped to learn some 
of the history of the area, view the foot tunnel 
connecting Greenwich with the Isle of Dogs and 
to admire the majestic Cutty Sark.  
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From there a walk through Greenwich Market 
and into the Grade I listed Greenwich Park, at 
183 acres, one of the largest single green spaces 
in south-east London. The park is a beautiful 
space containing the Queen’s Orchard, a small 
walled garden dating back over four centuries, an 
extensive flower garden complete with large duck 
pond, a rose garden, a cricket pitch, many 17th 
century sweet chestnut trees with gnarled, 
swirling trunks, tennis courts, a bandstand, 
Roman remains, an ancient oak tree associated 
with Queen Elizabeth I and an enclosure which 
houses some wild deer.  
 

 
 
A gradual climb to the top of the hill which led us 
towards the Royal Observatory, just in time to 
watch the orange ball on top of the observatory, 
which was used as a signal to sailors at sea, fall 
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from the top of the pole, as it does every day at 
1.00pm. The view from here is usually 
spectacular although today the British weather 
decided to intervene and the view was partially 
obscured as we had to deal with thunder, 
lightning, torrential rain and even hail!  
 

 
 
A timely stop for lunch, followed by a brief walk 
through the grounds of the National Maritime 
Museum, the Queens House and the Old Royal 
Naval College; all worthy of a further visit, but as 
time was running short, this will have to be saved 
for another day.  
 
A thoroughly enjoyable day, and so lovely to be 
finally returning to some semblance of normality.   
 
Debbie Monkhouse 
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Outings and 
Events      
 
After a difficult two 
years, due of course 
to circumstances 
beyond anyone's 
control, we have a good number of trips taking 
place right through to November. 
 
In fact our programme started last October with a 
very welcome trip to RHS Wisley organised by 
Barbara Chappell. 
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We returned to Carriages of Cambridge to 
partake in a yummy Christmas themed afternoon 
tea. 
 

 
 
Stuart and Sue Jacobs organised a wonderful 
and relaxing Canal boat trip on the River Stort. 
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Well they did all the hard work on the locks while 
most of us just watched! We hope to repeat the 
trip next year. 
 

 
 

 
In May there was a visit 
to Beth Chatto 
gardens organised by 
Plants and Gardens, 
and in June a 
holiday organised 
by Chris Morris. 
This was based 
in Falkirk and 
included the 
Falkirk wheel, 
the Kelpies, 
the Royal 
Yacht Britannia, 
and lots more. 
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There is a lot of organisation that goes into 
making any trip a success.  So I would like to 
take this opportunity to remind you of some of the 
conditions that we expect trip participants to 
follow. 
 
It is your responsibility to ensure that the trip is 
suitable for you. There is generally not a lot of 
walking unless this is pointed out and there will 
always be rest breaks etc. 
Please do arrive at the pick up point that you 
have signed up to, ten minutes before the stated 
time, which is always the leaving time. 
If you have forgotten which one it is, please 
contact the Trip Organiser, in good time.  Please 
do not change your pick up without telling the 
Organiser, as this has happened in the past, and 
the coach is waiting for a non appearance, while 
the person has gone on to the next pick up point. 
We do sometimes offer self drive trips, as coach 
hire costs, along with everything else, have had 
to increase and coaches can be uneconomic for 
short journeys.  If you do need to hire a taxi, 
please ensure it is from a reputable company. 
 
If there is a problem on the day, it is your 
responsibility to contact the Trip Organiser, and 
please take a note of the Organiser's mobile 
phone number at the time of booking, as they 
may be in transit on the day. 
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Lastly, BSu3a outings are run by members for 
members. We do not make a profit and any 
residue above £1 is returned to members.  We  
have had incidents  whereby non members have 
been put down for an outing, or even presented 
on the day. 
Outings  are run as a benefit to members, and 
the Third Age Trust insures us, for day trips and 
overnight stays, described as Study Days. 
On very rare occasions, the Trip Organiser, may 
invite other local u3a groups, to achieve the 
necessary numbers, but this is strictly at their 
discretion. 
 
So look forward to the following: 
Brooklands Museum 7th July Rose Anderson, 
Ickworth 21st July Carole Scott, RHS Hyde Hall 
5th August, Plants and Gardens, Saffron 
Grange 24th August  Carole Scott,  Kentwell 
25th September Rose Anderson, Brighton 
Vintage Car Rally 7th November Mike 
McGreggor.  
 
I hope you enjoy the selection of photographs 
from recent trips and feel encouraged to join in 
the fun on some future outings. 
 
 
Carole Scott 
Outings and Events Coordinator 
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Canal Trip with Canalability 
 
On Tuesday 12 April two broad beam 
narrowboats set off on a 4 hour trip along the 
River Stort.  Once cruising it was hard to believe 
you were in the middle of Harlow.  The river was 
so peaceful with amazing birdsong;  I saw a 
swan's nest and even a bat circling over the 
water by the lock. 
 

 
 
Jackie’s Mum 
- Joan 
Edwards 
enjoying the 
canal trip. 
 
 
 

 
Three friendly and helpful crew invited us to help 
with the mechanics at each lock, or we could sit 
and watch the world, and the water, float by.   
 
Facilities on the boat were excellent and access 
was amazing, with ramps and lifts to make it very 
easy for anyone with limited mobility to have a 
really great day.   
 
Thank you Canalability 
Jackie Cable 
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The front cover photograph was taken by Brian 
Farley and shows the surprise result of sun 
shining through the translucent knots of a new 
wooden fence panel. 
 
 
Poetry Corner         
 
 
Onions are stupid 
 
Onions seem like people 
Well, only at first 
Both come in layers 
Just waiting to be burst 
 
The layers come off one by one 
Revealing what’s inside 
And then you see what they’re really like 
Something they cannot hide 
 
But onions are stupid 
They can’t add 1 + 1 
So cut them up and fry ‘em 
Then the burger’s done 
 
Brian S Farley   Dec 2018 
 
The result of an “onion” poem challenge from 
Grandaughter Amelia, who wrote her one for 
school. 
 



34 

 

 

I’m Going Back to Scotland 
 
I’m going back to Scotland, the truth I cannot bear 
That if I die so far away, I’ll not be buried there 
My heart, it lies among the hills, for all the world to 
see 
And I’ll be there - yes, I’ll be there  
I’ll be there, in my memory 
 
We’ll drink a toast to Rabbie Burns, and celebrate in 
song 
We’ll sing of love to lassies, and friends we’ve known 
so long 
We’ll sing of man’s equality, and of our destiny 
And we’ll be there - yes, we’ll be there  
We’ll be there, in our memories 
 
We’ll take our love of dancing, wherever we shall go 
We’ll wear the kilt and tartan, to welcome friend or foe 
We’ll march along to pipes and drums, wherever we 
shall be 
And we’ll be there - yes, we’ll be there  
We’ll be there, in our memories 
 
Thank you Caledonia for the heritage we share 
With sons and daughters near and far, and those for 
whom we care 
No matter where we live now, here or overseas 
We'll be there - yes, we’ll be there 
We'll be there, in our memories 
 
Repeat first verse: 
 
So I’m going back to Scotland, the truth I cannot bear 



35 

 

 

That if I die so far away, I’ll not be buried there 
My heart, it lies among the hills, for all the world to 
see 
And I’ll be there - yes, I’ll be there  
I’ll be there, in my memory. 
 
Lyrics: Brian S Farley, 2009 
Tune: trad, “The Blue Cockade” as sung by Show 
of Hands 
 
Written for the Scottish Homecoming, 2009. 
This is the tune I used, but sung a little faster and 
altered as necessary. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m15BSqRQbFQ  
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Loud Mouthed Yank 
 
“Loud mouthed Yank” - yes, I remember 
Coming to London that September 
Just a kid, 10 years old 
But for the English, a bit too bold 
Not knowing when to just stand back 
And let other kids take the slack. 
 
I was a Canadian, not a Yankee! 
Didn’t the English know their Doodle Dandy? 
We had the Queen - not the cricket 
I played softball - what was a wicket? 
We had Mounties - no retreat! 
Not cycling Bobbies, on the beat 
 
So long ago, the time has gone 
But the memory lingers on and on 
To make me wonder, why oh why 
Some people just don’t see the sky 
And stare instead towards the ground 
Reserved and inhibition bound 
 
And yet the girls bewitched me 
Their gentle voices entranced me 
Seductive smiles came my way 
No wonder that I came to stay 
In the place that came to be 
Home, I finally came to see 
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I’m now a Brit I must admit 
And with British wit - no shit! 
Can it be I’ve come so far, driving left in my 
car 
Cheering England or Scotland for the cup 
Well, it does depend who’s up 
 
Our children are now far away 
Of course we wouldn’t make them stay 
Where’s home now, is it rational? 
Even I work for a multi-national 
Oh, coming here that that September 
Yes, “Loud Mouthed Yank” - I remember. 
 
Brian S. Farley, 2010 
 
Memories of coming back to the UK from 
Canada in 1953. My first words on docking at 
Southampton were “Gee Mom, look at those 
funny cops on bicycles”. And “Those trains 
are so tiny!” I thought the English loved 
chased foxes around the hills, on horseback, 
wearing red coats, blowing horns, and 
shouting Tally Ho”. The Scots loved bagpipes 
and dancing. 
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Art Group 
 
The Art group, Drawing and 
Painting, has spaces for a few 
more members. This is a small, 
friendly group which meets 
throughout the year on the first and fourth 
Friday afternoons of the month from 1.45 until 
4.00 in the Markwell PavilioCome along and 
have ago. 
 
Contact Pat Wales on 01279 831542 
  
Anyone who enjoys practical art is welcome, 
including beginners. We work in all kinds of 
media including crayon, pastels, water colour, 
acrylic and oils.  
   
A selection 
of artwork 
is shown 
over the 
next pages 
illustrating 
different 
styles and 
subjects. 
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is a self help organization run 
entirely by volunteers, relying on 
everyone making a contribution 
of some kind. 
We look to members to give time 
and effort as well as to receive 

the informal learning, enjoyment and friendship that the 
various activities provide.  Our u3a can only thrive if all 
members accept this principle. 
A new group only comes about when a member 
expresses an interest in a particular area and others join 
to form the group and run it themselves with support from 
the committee. 
Everyone can play some part in our u3a, whether it be 
leading or taking an active part in a group, serving on the 
committee or volunteering in some other capacity. 
 

Courtesy and Common Sense Reminders 
The u3a is run by volunteers who give their own time 
freely for the benefit of our groups so: 
Please 
Take note of the organiser’s phone number&/or email 
address in order to 

 Let the leader know if you are unable to attend a 
meeting 

 Let the leader know if you wish to leave the group 
as there may be a waiting list. 

If you miss 3 sessions in a row without contacting the 
leader, it will be assumed that you no longer wish to be a 
member of that group. 
Please 

 Arrive at the group meetings in good time. 

 Make a note of meeting dates and times 

 Remember that individual groups are self- funding 
so contributions may be requested when there are 
expenses to be covered 

Thank you 


