
Reviews of plays seen during 2019-20 

Review of play seen on January 29th, 2020 

Pride and Prejudice (sort of) 

12 of the Theatre Group attended this performance on Wednesday 29th January at the 
Lyceum, Edinburgh. This is a modern adaptation of the famous Jane Austen novel. Six 
women took the role of maid servants to tell the story of Mrs Bennett and her drive to see 
all her daughters married before their father died, when his estate would pass to a male 
cousin, leaving her and her daughters penniless and homeless.

 
Each of the actors took on several roles and skilfully and seamlessly slipped into each 
character - for example one played a maid then Mr Bingley, his sister then Miss Fairfax. 
The story unfolded much as it does in the book, but included songs and a great deal of 
humour. There was even reference to the scene from the television series when Mr Darcy 
swam the lake – in this version when he entered the house one of the maids asked why 
he was dry and he asked why wouldn’t I be? She then mimed swimming behind his back! 
The audience loved this.

 
Almost all of those who attended loved this show and would thoroughly recommend it.


Review of play seen on October 30th, 2019 

The Barber Shop Chronicles 
 
Fifteen of the Theatre Group attended The Barber Shop Chronicles on Wednesday 30th 
October.

 
‘Directed by Olivier award-winning director Bijan Sheibani and designed by Rae Smith 
(War Horse), Barber Shop Chronicles is a heart-warming, hilarious and insightful new play 
that leaps from a barber shop in Peckham to Johannesburg, Harare, Kampala, Lagos and 
Accra over the course of a single day. For generations, African men have gathered in 
barber shops to discuss the world. These are places where the banter can be barbed and 
the truth is always telling. The Barber Shops are newsrooms, political platforms, local 
hotspots, confession boxes, preacher-pulpits and football stadium.’ (Extract from 
website).

 
The cast was, I think, 10 men but they moved around the stage so much it seemed like 
more. The show was very lively including singing and dancing and audience participation. 
However some of us found it difficult to follow partly because some of the actors had 
strong accents and some had voices that did not carry, so were difficult to hear. However 
I think everyone did enjoy it because it was good fun.


