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FROM THE CHAIR:   Hello Everyone 

By the time you read this we will have had our first 

hall meeting and will hopefully be all set to roll out 

our Speaker programme for the coming months. 

In September we will have our AGM at Richmond Hall 

and once again I apologise for my confusion and 

misleading words in last month’s Bulletin. 

To remind you, as we will be meeting in the Hall, only those members present at 

the Hall will be able to vote, though you will all receive the full agenda and 

committee nominations by email.  To be quorate we will need at least 60 

members present, though of course we hope to see more of you in person. 

At our AGM we will be losing more of our fabulous committee, Sheila Sears, Jill 

Parr and Mavis Regan (alongside Maria Kelly who we talked about last month).  

They have all been great, hardworking and reliable committee members and will 

be missed.  However, they have all more than fulfilled their terms of office and it 

is time now for others to step forward and take on their roles.  Time too for a 

well-earned rest and time to enjoy other activities. 

Our 10th Anniversary Tea takes place on Tuesday 7th September 2:30-5:30pm.  

You will all have received an email by now with more details and information but 

just to remind you, there are no tickets, just turn up.  We are catering for the 

number that has indicated they are likely to attend.  There is no charge as the 

costs are being taken from our reserves to provide a social occasion and a chance 

to meet up again with all our members.  Please spread your arrival through the 

afternoon and pray for a sunny afternoon! 

As Autumn approaches now is the time to enjoy your group activities to the full.  

Maybe time too to consider starting up or joining new group activities.  Whatever 

you are doing take care and enjoy life. 

Marion (Chair) 
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THANK YOU TO RETIRING COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

Sadly, we will be saying “Goodbye” to more of our Committee though they will, of 

course, still be active Benfleet u3a members! 

 

Sheila Sears 

Sheila joined Benfleet u3a at the start and first took on a 

committee role in February 2012.  She took responsibility for our 

Speaker programme in February 2014 and became Vice Chair 

later that year.  After supporting our Chair, Helen, so well, she 

took over that role in 2016 running our u3a for three years, 

before once again becoming Vice Chair to me, in September 

2019 for 2 years.  So, you can see she has played a major role 

throughout the whole of our Benfleet u3a’s existence.  Not only 

has she led from the top but she has been fully involved in 

running groups, participating in groups, joining everyone on days 

out, organising social events, dinners and dances. 

I think you will all agree she deserves a well-earned break! 

 

Jill Parr 

Jill, again a member from the beginning, joined the committee 

in 2015.  She took on the role of Treasurer “to help out” when 

Neil stepped down in September 2016, stayed for four years and 

then agreed to stay on another year to help us all out during 

Lockdown.  During all that time she has balanced the books and 

kept us all under control financially.  She has coped with all the 

membership fees every year along with entering in all those day 

trip payments too with never a lost penny!  She also has been 

an active member of numerous groups and will now enjoy the time 

to explore other activities. 

 

Mavis Regan 

Mavis was “volunteered” on to the Committee as Business 

Secretary in September 2016 by her husband Jim, who simply 

told them Mavis will do it (much to her surprise!).  Mavis did 

“do” it, and has been a great support and guide over the last 

four years, followed by a further year during lockdown.  Her 

minutes are meticulous and she has kept us on the straight and 

narrow path, gently showing us the right way!  Her knowledge 

of our constitution and of the u3a Trust has helped us all 

understand how to move forward.  She will be a hard act to follow. 

She, too, is a member of several groups and a very active u3a member. 

Time now to step aside and let someone new take on the secretary role. 
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RE-STANDING COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

Alan Aldridge, Bob Munson and Iris Mead have also served tirelessly and their term 

of office has also reached the end.  However, they are all happy to re-stand, and 

will be on your voting list at the AGM as we have received nominations from them. 

 

Thank goodness for that as it would be very difficult to replace even more at this 

time!  All three have served an invaluable role on the committee. 

 

 

MEMBERS MEETINGS UPDATE 
 

We intend to restart our monthly meetings from Tuesday 31st August at 2pm.  Our 

Speaker, on this occasion, will be Tom Way, a professional photographer, talking 

about his photos of “The Wildlife on your Doorstep”. 

Understandably some of you will be nervous about meeting again in a large group.  

Following the Richmond Hall Guidelines, we can have no more than 120 in the hall.  

This is the reason we restrict our SIMs members to two monthly meetings and the 

AGM.  You will also know it is difficult to move the chairs further apart. 

The Government relaxation of Covid rules allow us to meet again now, while 

exercising precautions where possible.  We will be following Richmond Hall 

Guidelines for Covid 19.  So, we will: 

 keep the hall well ventilated 

 ask you, preferably, to wear masks when seated or moving around. 

 position chairs to ensure the maximum social distancing possible 

 ask you to provide your own refreshments (for the time being) 

 provide hand sanitisers and ask you to use them 

 ask you to Self-Assess for Covid Symptoms 

It is your decision whether you wish to attend but I would ask that if you are feeling 

unwell then please do not attend on this occasion.  I anticipate most of us will have 

had two doses of the vaccination by now but members will understandably be wary 

of picking up or passing on infections. 

Please note (see above) we will NOT be providing refreshments until further notice.  

Richmond Hall believes the kitchen to be too small to allow safe provision. 

On behalf of your Committee, I welcome the return of regular monthly meetings. 

Marion Coleman, Chair 
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On 10 August our zoom presenter was Jenni Mallin covering the linkage between 

the ‘Making of India’ and her own family history in ‘A Grandmother’s Legacy’. 

This traced and followed family members going back to the 17th century, largely 

related to the British Military 

Interesting snippets included rapid re-marrying when a lady was widowed – a 

regular income, accommodation and stability counting higher than love! 

And, enrolment of a drummer boy aged 6.  Soldiers spent maybe 20-30 years in 

India sometimes with a wife and family back in England. 

Eligible women were shipped to India to find a husband, which was generally very 

easy, within a couple of hours of arrival!  Those that didn’t bag a husband after a 

year were shipped back to England with a very low reputation – called ‘Empties’. 

 

Next events to look forward to: 

 

 Tom Way AGM followed by 

 Photography: Wildlife Nick Alston 

 on your doorstep The Real Eton 

 31 August 2021 28 September 2021 

 Richmond Hall Richmond Hall 

 

 

The Up To 5 Miles Walking Group 

taking a break in the 

 warm dry summer sunshine 

- where did they find that?  
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Benfleet u3a 10th Anniversary Tea 

Tuesday 7th Sept. 2021 Between 2:30pm to 5:30pm 

At Benfleet Yacht Club, Canvey Road, SS8 0QT 

This event is intended as a social occasion, a chance to meet up with friends and 

new members, to chat and enjoy ourselves after the last 18 months of separation.  

It is a chance to celebrate together the incredible 10 years that we have been 

running and the amazing things our groups have done and our great trips out and 

fascinating speakers. 

If you have not previously said you are attending but now wish to come, please let 

us know.  Please REPLY to Marion via Chair email link. 

It is expected that members will come and go 

throughout the afternoon, so please do not all 

turn up at 2:30pm!  Over 160 people have 

indicated they are likely to attend, so it will be 

easier if you spread out your arrival. 

Please self-assess for Covid symptoms and risks.  

It may be sensible to wear masks when you are 

moving around inside.  Please sign in on arrival.  

There will be hand sanitisation and the rooms 

will be well ventilated 

When travelling from Benfleet to Canvey, the Yacht Club can be accessed down the 

private road on the left once you have crossed the bridge over the creek on to 

Canvey.  There is a bus stop just past this entrance.  There will be a notice and 

balloons at the entrance. 

You pass through the large double gates to a barrier, which will be locked open 

during the event.  There is a large car park but you may also park on the grass on 

the left of the access road.  The Yacht Club is the large building with the blue roof 

ahead of you. 

Benfleet Yacht Club has a large function room but, 

on the day, probably seating for about 70.  There is 

another small room and an inside balcony which will 

seat about 45 in total.  There are three outside 

balconies and a large area outside with picnic tables 

which together can seat around 80 more.  The 

doors and windows inside will be open to ensure 

ventilation.  The tide will be in so stay clear of the 

water but take the opportunity to enjoy your 

surroundings outside. 

We will have carried out a Risk Assessment, which is online on our website under 

Events tab, so please read it. 

https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:4108
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However, please also be aware that this is a Yacht 

Club and there may be movement of boats or cars 

on the site.  So please stay away from the boats 

and slip.  Also be aware that the ground outside 

may be uneven with grass and concrete areas.  

There is stair lift and a wheelchair lift to take 

people to the first floor, where the function will 

take place. 

Our MP Rebecca Harris and our Benfleet Councillors have been invited though may 

not all be able to attend.  This is not political in any way.  It is chance to publicise 

our u3a and indeed to see how they may be able to help us. 

There will be a rolling buffet, and if there is a long queue then please move away 

and return later, there should be plenty for everyone.  Tea and coffee will be 

available; however the Yacht Club Bar will be open all afternoon for the purchase of 

drinks.  Please do make use of this facility. 

Please talk to members you recognise but don’t know! And above all Enjoy Yourself. 

Benfleet u3a Committee 

QUIZZICAL LOOKS 

Colours of the Rainbow – and more!   Again indebted to Jan and Bill Lane 

 It’s a TV advert showed a late night ‘secret lemonade drinker’. 1.

 What colour were Stanley Holloways boots? 2.

 What group had Mick Hucknall as front man? 3.

 Who was the fourth Prime Minister of Israel? 4.

 Which brewery has its headquarters at Bury St Edmunds? 5.

 They were not the only colour for Jeannette Winterson. 6.

 She played Ena Sharples in Coronation Street. 7.

 Chief Inspector from Scotland Yard in The Saint stories. 8.

 Where would you find the geyser ‘Old Faithful’? 9.

 US military decoration for those wounded or killed in action. 10.

 What was the Lone Rangers famous cry? 11.

 What is the common name of Syringa? 12.

 Constantly twitching bird that feeds by fast-flowing water. 13.

 What is the oldest amusement park in the UK, opened in 1840s? 14.

 What do you call scissors that leave a zig-zag edge? 15.

 Castle near Arundel, Sussex, now a hotel 16.

 What colour was Sir Conan Doyle’s carbuncle 17.

 Former brickworks in Hawkwell/Rochford, now a nature reserve 18.

 A dry, powdery, acidic by-product of wine making, a cooking ingredient 19.

 Mineral gemstone, hydrated phosphate of copper and aluminium  20.

 Played Private Pike in Dads Army  21.

Answers on Page 9 

 

NO PEEKING 
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GROUP ACTIVITIES AND NEWS 

 

Group Activity Calendar - RIP 

The calendar, which ran for several months, has served its purpose to be clear to 

members what groups were active.  As we are now into more normal times where 

the vast majority of groups are active, we will drop the calendar from the bulletin 

. 

So from now on please refer to the website for specific details about group activities 

AND would Group Contacts please keep Iris Mead via Interest Groups Coordinator 

email link and Alan Aldridge Bulletin Editor email link, informed of any changes or 

specific events and visits you are planning.  Thank you. 

 

We of course also value any input from groups and members about your activities – 

photos, write-up anecdotes – that can be used on the website and bulletin. 

 

LUNCH GROUP 

This group is restarting in September and Sue Day has 

agreed to become its new Group Contact.  Thank you Sue.  

For more details click Lunch Group. 

 

Would previous and prospective new members of the group 

please contact Sue to confirm their interest? 

Please contact Sue via Lunch Group message 

 

NEW GROUP: VINTAGE FILMS 

A new group proposed and led by Jenny Brown.  It will 

use her extensive collection of films and will replicate to 

some extent the traditional cinema experience: 

  B movie, intermission, (popcorn?) and a main feature. 

 

Meet monthly at 1pm on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays. 

 

There are already several members keen to attend, so please contact either: 

Jenny Brown via Vintage Films   OR  Iris Mead  via Interest Groups Coordinator 

 

GROUPS ON HOLD: PAPER CRAFT and SEWING 

These groups need to be re-established with group members and a Group Contact. 

 

Please contact Iris Mead  Interest Groups Coordinator if interested in taking part in 

either of these groups. 

 

It will be possible to sign up at the Members meetings on 31 August or 

28 September.  If there is insufficient interest these groups will be withdrawn.  

https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:14715
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:28174
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/16534
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:26223
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:48044
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:14715
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:14715
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GROUP CONTACTS 

If on-line then click a Subject for the Group webpage. 

Click Contact Name to send a web message. 

To join a group please call the contact number given below.  If full, ON HOLD or for 

any queries, please contact Iris Mead via  Interest Groups Coordinator 

SUBJECT CONTACT MEETING DATE 

Art Blue Marion Coleman 10am every Tuesday 

Art Turquoise Dot Hopkins 10am every Thursday 

Badminton 1 Brian Boyce Monday pm weekly 

Badminton 2 Robert Gray Thursday 7:30pm weekly 

Book Club Pat Cluness Monthly: variable 

Card & Board Games Ann Sayer 2nd Wednesday.  pm 

Comparative Religion Cheryl Kirby 2nd Tuesday.  pm 

Culinary Experience Barbara Webb 4th Monday. 

Darts Chris Hicks Last Wednesday.  pm 

Discussion 1 Jenny Brown 2nd Monday.  pm 

Discussion 2 Jean Askew 1st Tuesday.  pm 

Drawing Sue Quattrucci Monthly Challenges 

Family History Grahame Harris 1st Tuesday.  2-4pm 

Flower Arranging Dot Hopkins 10am every Friday 

French Lyn Aldridge 2nd Wednesday.  10am 

Garden Visits Theresa Sergeant Restart in 2022 

Gardening Jenny Brown Monthly: variable 

Grumpy Old Women Janet Forey Start 2022 

Knit & Stitch Pauline Everett 2nd Tuesday.  pm 

Local and Essex History Marion Coleman Various 

Local Interest Sue Lewsey 1st Wednesday. 

Lunch Group Sue Day Various 

Macs/Wellies Gardening Bob Munson Various 

https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:14715
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/113334
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:46743
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/113359
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:46806
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/26570
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:13874
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/59279
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:21034
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/16523
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:13875
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/19753
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:13876
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/84038
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:32633
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/30061
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:13878
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/88948
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:34995
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/54974
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:24642
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/67785
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:24643
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/108957
https://www.u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:44375
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/67789
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:24647
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/54973
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:20275
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/16528
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:10537
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/19175
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:6512
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/16530
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:13883
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/105669
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:43190
file:///C:/Users/alan/OLAF%20C%20Our%20Documents/OLAF%20C%20U3A/OLAF%20C%20U3A%20Bulletin/3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/16531
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:13886
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/109087
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:44452
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/21971
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:13887
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/16534
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:26223
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/109429
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:44604
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Meditation Richard Newall Tuesday.  am; every week 

Naval & Military History Phil Lloyd-Worth 2nd Wednesday.  2pm 

Outings Maria Kelly Restart in 2022 

Paper Craft ON HOLD - 

Photography Sue Lewsey 3rd Monday.  pm 

Scrabble (2 groups) Doreen Curran 
2pm Mon. every 2 weeks 

2pm Thurs. every 2 weeks 

Sewing ON HOLD - 

Singing Linda Burdett 2nd & 3rd Thursday. 

Spanish Sheila Radford Wednesday.  pm weekly 

T@3 (Tea at Three) Marion Coleman Zoom 3pm every Wed. 

Ten Pin Bowling Jim Regan 3rd Friday.  am 

Vintage Films Jenny Brown 2nd and 4th Thurs. 1pm 

Walking up to 5 miles Eve Burgess 1st Thursday.  am 

Walking over 5 miles Doreen Wiggans 4th Thursday.  am 

Walking over 5 miles 

Group 2 
Freda Antoniou 3rd Wednesday.  am 

Wildlife Janet Humphrey 2nd Thursday.  am 

Women in History Jean Askew 3rd Friday 

QUIZ ANSWERS 

Colours of the Rainbow 

1. R Whites Lemonade 

2. Brahn 

3. Simply Red 

4. Golda Meir 

5. Greene King 

6. Oranges 

7. Violet Carson 

8. Claude Eustace Teal 

9. Yellowstone Park 

10. Purple Heart 

11. Hi!  Ho! Silver 

12. Lilac 

13. Grey Wagtail 

14. Blackgang Chine, Isle of Wight 

15. Pinking shears 

16. Amberley Castle 

17. Blue 

18. Magnolia Park 

19. Cream of tartar 

20. Turquoise 

21. Ian Lavender 

https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/16535
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:13888
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/19752
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:13870
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/19756
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:4112
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/20208
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/20208
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:13889
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/93220
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:37143
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/44961
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/20598
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:10477
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/17463
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:10478
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/115118
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:48046
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/16406
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:10540
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/115117
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:48044
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/17055
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:33944
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/19308
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:13890
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/86297
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/86297
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:33714
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/78585
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:30242
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/page/78668
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:30047
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Committee Members  

Click on Committee role to send web message 

Chair Marion Coleman 

 

Vice-Chair Sheila Sears 

 

Treasurer Jill Parr 

 

Business Secretary Mavis Regan  

 

Interest Groups 

Coordinator 
Iris Mead  

 

Membership Secretary Bob Munson  

 

Outings Organiser Maria Kelly  

 

Bulletin Editor/Webmaster Alan Aldridge 

 

Committee Member 1 Philip Lloyd-Worth  

 

Committee Member 2 Suzanne Worland  

 

Committee Member 3 Lee King  
 

 

 

 
Bereavement and Unwell: Please contact Suzanne Worland via 

Committee Member 2 email link to confirm details of any bereavement or illness, 

and an appropriate card will be forwarded. 

 

https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:4108
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:4109
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:4111
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:4110
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:14715
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:14715
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:27085
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:4112
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:28174
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:32116
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:35908
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:40467
https://u3asites.org.uk/benfleet/mailing/c:35908

