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STOCKWELL AND SONS- INDEPENDENT BRICKMAKERS 
 
According to the 1881 Census Returns for 1881, it lists Nicholas Stockwell as a 

"Lab Brickfield" living with his wife, three daughters and five sons at Oare Village 

in Kent.  The three eldest sons are listed as brick moulders. 

 
Sometime within the next five years the family move to Benfleet and by 1886 

are living at the "Round House", Benfleet Hill and Kelly's Directory list shows 

Nicholas Stockwell and son, Brickmaker.  He is by now working for himself. 

 
Not much is recorded about the family during the next four years, but in 1891 

they are listed as living at "Woodlands House" on a small estate called 

"Woodlands".  Plans for the construction of three houses show that the property 

had a well - water being essential in the manufacture of bricks.  Between 1892 

and 1895 Poll Books show that Nicholas held the "Land Tenement".  The house 

must have been very crowded, the brothers Edward, Frank, Frederick, Henry and 

John sharing a bedroom and having joint use of a sitting room. 

 
By the mid-1890s, the Stockwell family were established in South Benfleet and 

the local business community.  It is thought that he had business connections 

with the owner of the Hoy and Helmet, who also owned barges and wharfs.  This 

would enable the Stockwells to transport bricks to locations outside of Benfleet. 

 

By 1896 Nicholas had moved land at "Anchor Meadow", previously held by the 

Benfleet Brick and Tile Company.  Nicholas successfully exploited this area as a 

brickfield for the next nineteen years until his death in April 1916. 

 

In June 1899, Nicholas was in dispute with the council over the right of villagers 

to take water from a pond on his brickfield known as "Anchor Field".  The 

population of Benfleet had been increasing and the years from 1893 to 1896 

were recorded as a drought.  Fresh water from the wells was insufficient and 

water was collected from a pumping station at Tilbury and then by train to 

Benfleet in tankers provided by the Anglo American Oil Company. 

 

At a later Council meeting the matter was again raised, but Nicholas had 

instructed lawyers to state that the water in the pond was essential for 

brickmakers, and that the public had no right to use it.  The matter was 

adjourned for further consideration at a later date.  It was never raised again. 

 

After his death, most of the family continued to live in Benfleet.  Nicholas 

Stockwell provided employment in South Benfleet at his brickworks continuously 

for twenty nine years.  It is thought that some of his labourers occupied 

the cottages in End Way (now Essex Way)  as this bordered on his brickworks. 
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THE PHILMEAD INCIDENT – 12th APRIL 1952. 
 

Philmead Road is located on the “bungalow estate”, off of High Road, Benfleet.  

Take the sharp right hand bend at Cemetery Corner takes you to Jotmans Lane.  

Follow this down towards Jotmans Farm and on your right is the beginning of the 

“bungalow estate”.  This sprawls down to the CTC railway line. 

 

When this estate was built, just after the second world war, many of the streets 

and road were given names from the great and the good of the area, from times 

past, such as Philmead Road.  This road commemorates Geoffrey Philmead, a 

Benfleet vicar, from 1662 – 1680.  Loten Road remembers Robert Loten, a 

hoyman of Hopes Green farm for his charitable work.   

 

On the morning of the 12th April 1952, residents were going about their usual 

daily tasks.  But, this was about to change because Squadron Leader J. Miller 

had just taken off from RAF Biggin Hill in his F8 Meteor jet fighter on a routine 

flight over Kent and Essex airspace.  All went well until he was some way over 

Essex when fire broke out within the aircraft causing loss of control.  At this point 

Squadron Leader Miller ejected from the aircraft and floated down to earth, close 

to Rawreth landing heavily.  He sustained torn ligaments and heavy bruising. 

 

The aircraft now on fire and with 

nobody at the controls was taking 

an erratic and slow descent in a 

southerly direction towards 

Benfleet.  Skimming low over the 

rooftops of the Bungalow Estate 

it crashed with an almighty boom 

into the back gardens on the 

corner of Philmead and Loten 

Road, much to the shock and 

surprise of the local residents, 

who were badly shaken. 

 

Apart from several homes having light roof damage and ruined fencing and 

gardens, no major damage occurred.  Nobody was killed or injured apart from a 

large chicken coop in a Philmead garden, which housed eighteen chickens, all of 

whom were blown to pieces. 

 

For those in the know, they must have thought Geoffrey Philmead was looking 

down on his parishioners. 

 

Information taken from: Benfleet Community Archive. 

South Benfleet – A history by Robert Hallmann. 
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https://www.benfleethistory.org.uk/


LOCAL BENFLEET FARMS 

BOYCE HILL FARM  This existed in 1868, when it was stated that the vicar had 

the right to use the well on Boyce Hill Farm at a charge of ten shillings per 

annum. 

HALL FARM  From the church northwards, following the High Road, across a 

bridge, the road passed the vicarage and Hall Farm. Behind Hall Farm is the 

green, where a toy fair was held on 24th August every year. 

HOPES GREEN FARM  This used to be part of the Manor of Jarvis.  For a while it 

became known as Little Jarvis.  It was sold to Swan Tabrum in 1787 for the sum 

of £1,030.  On 6th September 1890, Hopes Green Farm was auctioned at the 

Royal Hotel, Southend. 

KENTS HILL FARM  In 1799 part of a farm called Kents Hill was sold to the 

Reverend John Hayor, Rector of Shawbury in the county of Salop. 

POYNETTS FARM  Poynetts farm was in existence in 1784.  The farm house was 

on Benfleet downs, extending into Hadleigh parish, but was apparently destroyed 

by fire some years ago. 

REEDS HILL FARM  The name refers back to William le Rede.  Reeds Hills are 

listed in the Appleton document of the exemption from the Forest Law in 

Elizabethan time and again as belonging to the Appletons in 1606 as 'Reades', 

and in 1646 as 'Reads'. 

SUTTONS FARM  Suttons farm occupied both sides of the Downs and was one 

of the most important in the parish.  It was owned by the De Heveningham 

family of Eastwood in 1300 and was sold to Roger Bassett who, in 1392, gave it 

to Westminster Abbey.  Early in the 15th century Suttons was held by Thomas 

Blosme and was called Southdown.  The farm had been inherited on the death of 

Lawrence Holder in 1702 by Mary, wife of John James.  After several owners it 

was sold to Henry Chaleslong in 1894 for £201.9s.4d. 

SWEET BRIAR FARM  Sweet Briar Farm was originally where the police station 

stood.  Sweet Briar Avenue is behind this, parallel to the High Road. 

TARPOTS FARM  In 1405, the farm was known as Tarpottes, sometimes spelt 

Tarpodys.  About 1788, Tarpots Farm was bought by Thomas Spitty of Sadlers 

Farm for £392.10s. 'who paid, at the request of Thomas Griffin to the Lord, all 

the principal moneys advanced to him'. Total cost of farm and apportenances 

was £1,092.10s. 

Taken from South Benfleet a History by Robert Hallmann. 
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Kersey Farm Cottage with the railway 

in front and St Mary's Road above 

KERSEY MARSH FARM at the eastern end of Benfleet Downs 
 
At the time of the 1841 tithe map of Benfleet, there were 15 farms - some 

straddled more than one parish, but Kersey Farm was entirely within the Benfleet 

boundaries and situated at the eastern end of the Downs.  Its name derives from 

onetime owner, Sampson de Kerseye.  By 1841 the farm’s owner was Kings 

College, Cambridge and the tenant was James Brown.  

 
The farm had 67 acres of grass and arable farming and was small compared with 

Poynetts and Reeds Hill Farm on either side.  Reeds Hill Farm is still a working 

farm and the last surviving farm in that area.  The breeches in the sea wall and 

flooding in 1875 were not helpful and the value of the farm reduced from £2700 

to £1700.  Kersey Farm ceased farming in the 1950s due to flooding. 

 
The last occupier was Sid Cripps.  Sid lived in a cottage on the Downs, close to 

the railway line and used a traditional punt in pursuit of wildfowl and kept pigs at 

the rear of the property.  He was very well known at the Hoy & Helmet!   During 

the war, Sid ‘arrested’ a German soldier, who had  parachuted onto the Downs.  

The soldier served out the rest of the war at Kersey Farm. 

 
Kersey Farm stood in ‘horse 

field’.  Some brickwork still 

remains.  An earth heap nearby 

covers an air raid shelter and in 

World War II anti-aircraft guns 

were positioned in the next field. 

 

The cottage was condemned and 

demolished by the council in 1962, 

much to Sid’s annoyance.  In 

protest, he took to living in a water 

tank!  Essex CC bought both 

Poynetts and Kersey Marsh Farm in 

1973 to create an enlarged country 

park opened in 1987. 

 
Another interesting fact ....   ARTICLE ON PAGE ONE OF THE ESSEX NEWSMAN, 

17th  JANUARY 1914, RELATING TO AN INCIDENT AT KERSEY FARM  

 
"Mrs Emily Barrett, the farmer’s wife, was brutally attacked in her remote and 

lonely cottage by a burglar, who made off with a brass watch, some money and a 

large piece of pork." 

 

This story not only made the Essex newspapers, but even appeared in the 

Liverpool Echo under the headline “In the Marshes – woman attacked in cottage". 
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BENFLEET HALL FARM 
 

Benfleet Hall was one of two manors covering the Benfleet area.  The other 

smaller one was Jarvis Hall.  Benfleet Hall was located in the area now occupied 

by the undertakers and the Methodist Church.  In time they both came to be 

owned by the Appleton Family but they ran out of male heirs around 1712. 

 

The Hall Farm, according to the tithe map of 1841, was a sizeable farm in local 

terms, stretching from Church Creek to Cemetery Corner.  It covered just over 

163 acres.  It was grassland, arable farming and other uses, which included 

walls, saltings, cottages and gardens.  The absentee owner was Jeremiah Rosher 

and the local tenant was William Barnes. 

 

It was a farm that changed hands several times before and after 1841.  In 1812 

it was 197 acres so was already becoming smaller.  There are sale posters (in 

the Benfleet Community Archive) of 1787 showing that the extensive manors of 

South Bemfleet (using the old spelling) and Jarvis Hall were included in a much 

larger sale of other properties in South Essex and so were owned by the same 

person at this time. 

 

Other posters in 1812 show Benfleet Hall (The Manor House) within the farm and 

it also appears on Ordnance survey maps of 1923 and 1938.  Its great tithe barn 

was described in The Graphic in 1923 as being impressive and the second largest 

in England.  Sadly, a fire in January 1939 destroyed all the farm buildings. 

  



 Chelmsford Chronicle 13 September 1923 

 

The horses, belonging to Howards Dairy, were rescued by “Tornado Smith”.  The 

Wall of Death rider was living on site in a caravan at the time, while he built a 

boat to sail around the world.  The almost completed boat did not survive. 

 

There is no mention in local newspaper articles of the time of Benfleet Hall and 

by this stage much of the remaining farm was being sold off for building plots. 

 

Ref: Benfleet Community Archive 
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POYNETTS FARM 
 

There were 15 farms, wholly or partly in the Benfleet parish in 1841.  Poynetts 

Farm was one which straddled Benfleet and Hadleigh. 195 acres, 1 rod and 16 

perch were in the parish boundaries of Benfleet, 71 acres and 10 perch were in 

the parish boundaries of Hadleigh. 

 

The farm was broken down into four areas of cultivation, 138 acres and 16 perch 

of arable farming, 66 acres, 2 rods and 16 perch of pasture, 57 acres, 1 rod and 

28 perch of woodland and 5 acres, 1 rod and 6 perch of other uses. 

 

Poynetts was named after John Poynaunt who was around in 1308, but from 

1621 it was owned by the Enfield Parochial Charities and the rent from the farm 

was used to fund a school in Enfield. Poynetts was referred to in 1412 as 

Poynantes and Poynes and in 1554 as Poynattes. 

 

It would appear that there has been some 

form of farm or estate in the area for around 

700 years.  Before the Reformation, which 

began in 1534, the farm would probably 

have been an endowment of a chantry, an 

endowment to cover expenses for the saying 

of masses and prayers, usually for the soul 

of the founder of the endowment. 

 

This bequest was seen in the will of Thomas 

Blossom who died in 1418.  In 1875 an 

abstract of a title deed was made for Sir Charles Nicholson and it is possible that 

he bought and sold part of the farm from the Enfield Trust. 

 

William Emberson Benton was the tenant in 1841. He was a barge master of 

South Benfleet and was given a 21 year lease in 1832 at a cost of £120 a year.  

In 1847, the Hadleigh tithe map was created on which the tenant was named as 

Susannah Bunton. 

 

The Enfield Trustees sold Poynetts Farm in 1875 

for £6,000 having frittered away the rents on 

costly lawsuits with various headmasters. 

Poynetts Farm House was on Benfleet Downs, 

south of The Round Hill.  Some years ago it was 

destroyed by fire and was neglected. 

Permission was given for a new home to be built 

overlooking Hadleigh Country Park and the 

Thames Estuary. 
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JARVIS HALL AND JARVIS HALL FARM 

 

Jarvis Hall Farm and Benfleet Hall Farm were the two main Manors of Benfleet. 

 

Jarvis Hall still exists on the dominant position on the ridge at the top of 

Thundersley Park Road, straddling the border between South Benfleet and 

Thundersley Parishes.  The present Hall dates to circa 1400 with later alterations 

and additions.  

 

At one time a barn, circa 1600, alongside, became known in folklore as King 

John’s Hunting Lodge.  It is not known whether there was an original Hunting 

Lodge there in the time of King John, but Edward II “built a peel (an enclosure) 

at the Manor of Thundersley in 1315”.  The modern house on the site of the barn 

was built from those ancient bricks. 

 

The Appletons were believed to have lived in Jarvis Hall in the 1500s. 

 

Jarvis Hall was bought by a city banker and local land and property speculator 

Robert Varty in September 1890.  He divided the property in 1896 when he sold 

the barn section to a Theodore Attwell. 

 

Rhoda Road and Catherine Road (both nearby) were named after Varty’s wife 

and daughter. 

 

Jarvis Hall – old one Jarvis Hall - now 
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REEDS HILL FARM 1841 
 
Reeds Hill Farm was named after William the Rede and is one of the few farms 

from 1841 that is still a working farm today.  In 1841 it was made up of 111 
acres of arable land, 57 acres of grass and 2 acres of woodland, 12 acres was 
classified as “other” (accommodation, etc.).  All in all 184 acres and 31 perches. 

 
It was the normal practice then that the owner, John Henry Nash, would rent the 

farm to a tenant farmer.  It was rented to a tenant farmer, James Henry Potter. 
 
Absentee landlords were the norm then and it was interesting to see that early 

voter’s registers reflected this.  A local lady, Miss Henderson recalls in her diary 
for 1875 that the farmer and owner was one Joseph Augustus Browne (1827 – 

1920).  He was a popular resident and was painted by Sir Charles Archibald 
Nicholson in 1883. 
 

Miss Henderson, a local lady, wrote that he owned some marshland adjoining 
another gentleman’s land that was ruined by floods and that this neighbour 

(Edward Woodard of Billericay) blamed Joseph for the disaster. 
 
A surveyors report stated that the damage was substantial leading to a reduction 

in value of the neighbouring Kersey Marsh Farm (owned by Edward Woodard) 
from £2,700 to £1,700.  It went to court and Joseph was completely exonerated.  

Such was his popularity that when the verdict was received, the church bells 
were rung. 
 

Reeds Hill Farm can be found in Essex Way, Benfleet. 
 

 
Reeds Hill Farmhouse now demolished.  Drawn by Charles Nicholson circa 1883. 

 
Source: Internet and Benfleet Community Archive. 
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