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BEAMFLEOTE (Benfleet) 
Meaning Wood and a stretch of water or a creek 

 

The Half Crown Public House formerly The Crown was built in the 18th Century as 

a Customs House to control smuggling along the coast of Essex.  It became a pub in 

1868 and was enjoyed by locals of that time. 

 

 In 1969 it was hit by a lorry, demolishing part of the building, and amusingly 

renamed The Half Crown when rebuilt. 

 

The Church of St Mary the Virgin stands opposite the pub, and, set in the 

surrounding church yard wall there is an  inscription reading 

 

"The Battle of Benfleet AD 894 Danes occupied a Fortified Encampment 

situated hereabouts.  Army defeated and driven out by troops of King Alfred 

the Great" 

 

A church was built by the Saxons in thanksgiving for the victory, and foundations of 

an old building can be found in the present church yard.  This has been identified as 

the site of the Battlefield Chapel - hence St Mary's takes as it's foundation 894, and 

still lasts to this day, 

 

EDWINA LAY 
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Editor’s note: those with Netflix who may have watched The Last Kingdom will 

be familiar with Beamfleote, which features in importance alongside places 

like Winchester.  The Battle of Benfleet is extensively covered in 

Season 2 Episode 8.  How historically accurate is it? 

Who knows? But many shots appear to be from the downs looking down on the 

creek but without the bridge, railway or houses.  To me this looks like Benfleet 

but was apparently filmed in Hungary. 

  



The Hoy and Helmet Public House, South Benfleet 

 

 
 

This building was built on the site of the Battle of Benfleet, which took place in 894 

between the Vikings and Saxons. 

Hoy is Danish for boat and Helmet means jetty.  

The pub was known as the Hoy until the 1920s and then became the Hoy and Helmet. 

It became a Grade 2 listed building in 1952. 

The Pub has been used as a meeting place over the years including a Coroners Court 

and an Auction House. 

 

PAULA FITZGERALD 

---o0o--- 

 

The Hoy and Helmet is a Grade 2 listed building, thought to date from the 15th or 

16th century. A Hoy is the name for a broad boat or barge and the name Helmet was 

the hard or foreshore where the boat was drawn up. The hard is thought to be the 

area in Church Creek to the side of the pub where the Fish Market restaurant now 

stands. 

It is rumoured that in the 19th century the Hoy was a centre for smuggling, and there 

are smuggling tunnels below the rear car park that are still there today. 
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The Hoy and Helmet -continued 

I am sure that most of us have been into this historic Pub for a meal or a drink but 

what is its’ history. 

The Hoy and Helmet is a Grade II listed building, dating back to the early 15th or 16th 

Century.  It is a hall house with many later alterations and extensions.  It is built on 

the battle site of the Vikings and the Saxons. 

Today the Hoy and Helmet is high and dry above the marshland, but once the water 

from the Creek lapped at its doorstep.  The sea from Benfleet Creek was diverted and 

after the many floods, the sea defences were strengthened in 1953 and now that area 

is just a shadow of its former self. 

It’s a wide, grassy area that curves in an arc round the pub’s decayed old orchard 

which usually carried just a stream of water.  This is now overgrown with weeds and 

grasses. 

It appears that The Hoy was used as a public meeting place and coroners court room 

in the 19th Century.  Reports in the ‘Chelmsford Chronicle’ dated around the 1880s 

refer to the coroner holding enquiries there into local deaths.  It could be a body 

found in the River Thames or the suspicious death of a local woman by poisoning. 

It is also rumoured that The Hoy was a centre for smuggling in the 19th Century but I 

am convinced that this was happening much earlier than this.  Smuggling tunnels 

have been found below the rear car park which lead to Benfleet Church and beyond.  

There is a wooden house on the right as you go up Essex Way and I was told years 

ago that smuggling tunnels go beneath this house.  Also that there was a ghost in the 

house as footsteps could be heard on the stairs.  Was it a smuggler from years ago? 

 A smithy and a skittle alley were situated next door to the Hoy and Helmet towards 

St. Marys. 

The historic name of The Hoy and Helmet.  The hoy is the name for a broad boat or a 

barge and the name helmet was the hard or foreshore where the boat was drawn up. 

The hard is thought to be the area in Church Creek to the side of the pub where the 

Gambero D’Oro restaurant is situated.  The creek was tidal and used for commercial 

purposes before the High Street was altered to go under the railway bridge. 

Most of the above information is found in the Benfleet Community Archive 

(benfleethistory.org.uk). 

 

LYN ALDRIDGE 
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John Auborn Cook - A Saintly Man and the Railway Age 

John Auborn Cook was born on the 29th December 1811 at Pilgrims Hatch, Brentwood.  

Much of his boyhood was spent in France.  He returned to England when his father 

died, and he set sail for India.  On his return, a storm almost de-masted the ship and 

he decided to take Holy Orders. 

His first appointment was as curate at St. Margaret’s Westminster, working among the 

poorest of parishioners and witnessing the cholera epidemic of 1848-9.  Paying 

regular visits to the sick and helping the stricken families.  In one week in l849 he 

conducted no fewer than fifty burial services. 

In 1850 he was appointed to the vicarage of South Benfleet, where he was to 

experience a further cholera outbreak.   

In 1854 The London, Tilbury and Southend railway line was being built.  It is thought 

that the navvies building this line were largely attributed to the outbreak.  Working on 

marshland and residing with local people.   

Fortified with the knowledge that he had come through one outbreak, he visited the 

sick and dying.  For seven whole days and nights he never went to bed.  Going from 

house to house, for hours without food, giving out medicines, nursing parishioners 

and praying with the sick and dying. 

In the interest of others he forbade anyone from going with him. He would not speak 

of his own good deeds so nothing was written down.  However, one true fact has been 

recorded.  A traveller who had been taken ill with the cholera had fallen by the 

wayside.  No one would help him, but news spread through the village and eventually 

a man helped him to his feet. 

As they passed through the street no door opened to them.  “Try the vicarage – that’s 

the only place he will be taken in” was shouted from within.  When they reached the 

door of the vicarage the man collapsed in agony.  He was carried upstairs, where Mr. 

Cook nursed him back to health. 

In December 1857 he took on the district of Canvey.  By now Mr Cook was not in 

good health suffering repeated attacks of malaria and neuralgia. 

The hot dry summer of 1859 was followed by the usual round of marshland illness.  

The vicars presence was requested everywhere.  On Saturday September 10th he left 

home at midday for visits on Canvey and was still on the island when darkness fell.  

Having lost his way he did not reach home until ten in the evening. 

Ill and exhausted he was determined to face work the following day.  This meant 

services at Benfleet, Canvey and Benfleet in the evening.  Mostly travelling on foot 

each time.  At the end of the day he took to his bed with a high fever from which he 

never recovered.  

Mr. Cook is buried close to St. Mary’s beautiful south porch.  He helped preserve the 

porch when the Vestry were considering taking it down, as even then it was in danger 

of falling into ruin.  Inside the church, at the side of the alter, a brass plaque reminds 

us of his sacrifice.  The original large east window was dedicated to his memory, but 

was replaced in 1948 as it was destroyed by enemy action during the war. 

LEE KING  



Sapper Stanley Ellison 

On Monday 26th June 2016, a new road (on the southern side 

of the A13 between The Tarpots and Sadler’s Farm 

roundabout) was named Sapper Ellison Way. 

Sapper Stanley Ellison was the first man from Benfleet to die 

in the First World War.  He was 21. 

Stanley was born at Enfield on 15th May 1893, the son of 

Thomas and Alice Ellison.  He enlisted into the Army in 1912 

and was posted to Flanders in 1914 serving in The Royal 

Engineers 56th Field Co. 

Miss Hilda Ellison was Stanley's sister and she resided at 'The Rosary' 298 Kents Hill 

Road.  Hilda was the custodian of Stanley's war medals, letters, photographs and 

memorial scroll.  In 1976 she passed these on for safe keeping to Mr Len Hawkins on 

condition that they would not be sold or exchanged in his lifetime.  All letters are 

original and tell the story of Stanley's life and death*. 

On 22nd August 1914, he wrote to his mother saying he was "quite well".  The next 

day he was killed in action. 

On 2nd December 1914, his mother, unaware of his death, sent him a piece of lucky 

heather with a letter saying how anxious the family are not to have heard from him.  

This letter was received by the Army Records Office who marked the envelope 

"Missing".  His parents continued to hold the hope that he was still alive. 

In October 1915 his mother received a letter from Sapper E Hargreaves (a companion 

of Sapper Ellison) who was confined in a German POW camp, informing her of the 

circumstances of her son's death near Mons on 23rd August 2014. 

In 1920/21 his Medals and Memorial Scroll and Plaque were sent to his father at The 

Manor, New Thundersley.  In July 1927 the Imperial War Graves Commission sent a 

letter to Mr Ellison requesting the sum of 7 shillings to pay for a private inscription on 

the headstone. 

In 1928 a permanent headstone on Sapper Ellison's grave at the Hautrage Military 

Cemetery, Belgium, was erected. The inscription reads 

Now the Labourer's Task is O'er 

Hautrage Military Cemetery 

Further to this information, there is a family 

grave to Alice Ellison with a reference to the 

memory of Stanley, in St Peter's. 

* These documents can be viewed on the 

Benfleet Community Archive (benfleethistory.org.uk) 
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Tarpots Hall 

 

On the 22nd February 1929 the Benfleet Weekly Gazette announced a great acquisition 

for the Tarpots area.  A new Tarpots Hall was near completion and a grand opening 

would be held on Saturday 23rd March 1929. The hall had all the latest mod cons, 

cloakrooms, electric lights and heating by hot water radiators, ensuring warmth and 

comfort for the public use. 

There was a large main hall with a stage so plays could be performed, dances and 

concerts could be held and provision was made for the hall to be used as a cinema.  

Records show that boxing events were held and the hall was used by the ATC for 

weekly meetings. 

Sadly, the hall was demolished during the 60’s and replaced by shops.  The Tarpots 

Hall stood where the Nisa Supermarket is now located. 

Data sourced from the Benfleet History website: benfleethistory.org.uk 

DENISE PHIPPS  
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Glanfields Building 

 

 

1980s - Building Awaiting Demolition 

 

The Glanfields building was located on the North side of the A13, between Lambeth 

Road and Kennington Avenue.  During the war they manufactured uniforms for the 

military.  After hostilities ceased, they reverted to manufacturing high end men’s 

clothing. 

After 108 years Glanfields closed and Cluett Peabody & Co Ltd., who were high class 

shirt manufacturers, took over the building.  This company went into liquidation after 

some 6 years, perhaps due to cheap foreign imports. 

Standard Telephone & Cable then occupied the building until it was demolished, in the 

80’s, to make way for the flats that still stand there today. 

In some ways it could be said that I owe my life to Glanfields.  My parents met there 

as teenagers, my mother working as a machinist and my father as a presser. 

At the time there was a supervisor working there called Daisy Kipping and I married 

Daisy’s granddaughter in 1974.  As they say it is a small world. 

Data sources: Benfleet Community Archive, (benfleethistory.org.uk), & family 

members. 

IAN PHIPPS 
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Bread and Cheese Hill 

The name seems to have come from more than one source. 

First the thought is it comes from the bushes that grow along the hill, The Hawthorns, 

apparently also known as bread and cheese. 

Another reason maybe. During the peasants revolt, 1381, the rebels patrolled the top 

of the hill and anyone who arrived there had to say the phrase “bread and cheese”, in 

a recognisable English accent. If the accent wasn’t English enough they were put to 

death. 

Apparently bread and cheese is difficult for a foreign accent! 

JILL PARR 
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Robert Drake 

Robert Drake Primary School Church Road, Benfleet is named after a rector of 

St Peter’s Church, Thundersley. 

Robert Drake was burned at the stake at Smithfield Market on 24th April 1556 because 

he refused to obey the laws of the Realm and worship the Roman Catholic Faith.  He 

was a devout Protestant Minister who died for his Faith. 

This was during the reign of Queen Mary (1553-58) daughter of King Henry VIII.  She 

restored the Catholic Faith in her realm and persecuted Protestants as heretics 

earning the name Bloody Mary. 

Robert Drake is commemorated on the Martyrs memorial in Rayleigh High Street 

along with William Tyms, curate of Hockley who was burnt at the same time. 

Also commemorated here are Thomas Causton (26th March 1555) and John Arley 

(10th June 1555) local men who were burnt at the stake, on the site of the memorial, 

for their Protestant beliefs. 

The Martyrs memorial was erected in 1908, constructed at a cost of £85 and paid for 

by three devout Protestants of the Parish. 

A plaque, in memory of Robert Drake, was erected in St Peter’s Church, Thundersley 

in 2013. 

Further information can be found in      drakesfamily.org/id35.htm 

MARION COLEMAN  
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Southend Pier 

Southend Pier is a major landmark in Southend-on-Sea.  The length of the Pier is 

1.33 miles (2.14 km) and stretches into the Thames Estuary. 

It is the longest pleasure pier in the world. 

The current pier replaced a previous timber jetty and received Royal Assent in May 

1829 with construction starting in July 1829. The timber pier was replaced by an iron 

pier that opened to the public in August 1889.  

The Pier attracts many visitors from all over the UK.  Some like to walk the Pier and 

others take the railway. 

The Southend Pier Railway, opened in the early 1890s and was the first pier railway in 

the country. 

DOREEN BALSARA 
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