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Minutes of the 21st AGM of Belfast University of the Third Age for the  

Year ending 31st March 2022 held on Thursday, 28th April 2022 at 11.00 a.m. 

 

1  Introduction  Welcome from Pauline Prior, Chairperson, to the first physical AGM since 

2019 – last two years’ AGMs were held on Zoom.  All the papers, including the Accounts and 

last year’s Minutes, are on the web-site and will remain there until the end of May. 

 

2  Apologies received from: Anne Fitzpatrick, Mairead McGouran, Nuala Mooney, Sandra 

Foster, Patricia Blacker, Linda Jones, Beryl Wilson, Brid Coady Weekes, Rosemary Thomas, 

Helen McGlinchey and Theresa McVeigh.   

 

3  Minutes of the 20th AGM. Pauline then handed over to Caroline Brown, Business Secretary, 

who called for the adoption of the Minutes of the AGM held last year,   

3.1  Proposed by Mark Hewitt;  Seconded by Adrian Ross.  The Minutes were adopted. 

 

4  Report from Caroline Brown, Business Secretary  (available on U3A website) 

Caroline gave a big ‘thank you’ to her predecessor, June Martin, for her work as Business 

Secretary in 2020 and 2021, a period which coincided with the Covid pandemic when the   

Committee worked tirelessly to keep the movement alive, including contact via Zoom when 

face-to-face meetings were prohibited or limited.  Touching on some of the events of the past 12 

months, Caroline highlighted the Christmas mince-pie event by Zoom, with particular thanks to 

Adrian Ross, our technical person at monthly meetings. 

 

Caroline then spoke about changes within the committee.  She thanked Eric Woods, who stepped 

down in January for health reasons, for his work as Newsletter Editor, and she welcomed the 

new editor Helen McGlinchey and deputy Noreen Caffrey.  Also thanked for their ongoing 

contributions were Liz Hunter, Web Administrator, Maria Curran, Speakers Organiser and 

Groups Co-ordinator, Jim McDonnell, Membership Secretary and Beacon Administrator (our 

membership is up from 761 in April 2021 to 840 in April 2022), and Andrew Walmsley, our 

outgoing Treasurer who has worked hard to adapt to changes in banking requirements.   

A number of new groups in the past year have brought the current total to 55.  The Photography 

Group, led by Adrian Ross, raised the Belfast U3A profile with a recent exhibition at Forestside 

Shopping Centre. A ‘Picnic in the Park’ will be held on Wednesday, 8th June as a double 

celebration of the 40th anniversary of U3A UK and as the 22nd anniversary of Belfast U3A.   

4.1  Proposed by Ivan Baxter;   Seconded by  Mark Hewitt.  The Report was adopted. 

 

5  Honorary Treasurer’s Report  (available on Belfast U3A website) The outgoing Treasurer, 

Andrew Walmsley, began his report by thanking the Chair and Committee for their support 

during his three years in post, and more recently Neil McQuillan, his successor, and Jim 

McDonnell, Membership Secretary, for their help.  

 

Upcoming changes will involve the segregation of Group Money, and ongoing development of 

the Beacon membership database which will be used also for Finance and increasingly by 

Convenors.  The need for the increasing adoption of more modern methods of financial 

interaction with members was highlighted. He highlighted some of the ongoing payments which 

were itemised, such as subscription to the Third Age Trust, the Third Age Matters magazine, and 

to the Beacon (membership management) system. 
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He then drew our attention to the Accounts and to some of the changes the last year has brought 

about, largely due to the gradual resumption of many activities shut down at the start of the 

pandemic.  He also pointed out that if everyone, who is eligible, signed up to Gift Aid, Belfast 

U3A would receive an extra £1,000, so he encouraged anyone who pays tax to fill out a form. 

Overall, a healthy reserve in the Belfast U3A was noted.  Finally, an offer to answer any 

questions from the floor elicited no response from those present.  

5.1  Proposed by Stan Blayney ;  Seconded by  Nuala Zahran.  The Report was adopted. 

 

6    Election of Officers and Committee Members   Pauline asked Valerie Cobain, Third Age 

Trust, Trustee for NI, to supervise the Election of Officers and Committee Members.  

Two nominations (for four vacancies) were received by the deadline of 31st March.   

+ Neil McQuillan (for Treasurer) nominated by Andrew Walmsley, seconded by Maria Curran, 

(Neil was co-opted to the committee in March) 

+ Helen McGlinchey, nominated by Pauline Prior, seconded by Maria Curran.  

(Helen was co-opted in February and has taken on the role of Newsletter Editor)   

No vote was required as nominations did not exceed the vacancies, and the nominees were 

duly appointed to the committee.   

Committee members stepping down were thanked for their service:  Andrew Walmsley after 

three years as Treasurer, June Martin after two years as Business Secretary and two years as 

committee member, plus Stan Blayney, Mina Kelly and Colette McAuley,  committee members 

who opted not to go forward for another year.   

 

The new committee will be:  Pauline Prior (Chairperson), Maria Curran (Vice Chair and Groups 

Co-Ordinator), Caroline Brown (Business Secretary and Events Organiser), Jim McDonnell 

(Membership Secretary and Beacon Administrator), and Ann Hayes (non-voting consultant and 

advisor) plus the two latest members Helen McGlinchey (Newsletter Editor) and Neil McQuillan 

(Treasurer). 

 

7   Report from Valerie Cobain, Trustee for NI on the Third Age Trust 

Valerie began her address by saying she was delighted to be present following the recent 

difficult and challenging time for the whole U3A movement.  In spite of the pandemic the U3A 

has been busy under its new Chair, Liz Thackray, who has a vision for the future to make the 

movement an attractive opportunity and a good learning model for members from a wide age 

range who are interested in learning opportunities in a fun-filled social setting.  U3A members 

recently contributed enthusiastically to a national Talk Together survey about the future of 

digital communication within the organisation. Valerie spoke about planned events throughout 

the UK to mark 2022 as the U3A’s 40th anniversary year. These include a Picnic in the Park to 

be held between June and September, the display of the Anniversary Quilt in Manchester, 

Belfast and elsewhere. Other ongoing projects include events to challenge the perception of 

older adults.   

 

In conclusion Valerie thanked and congratulated the Belfast U3A Chair, Pauline Prior, on a very 

strong and vibrant U3A.  

 

8   Pauline then brought the formal business of the meeting to an end. 

 

Signature      _________________________________ 

Pauline Prior (Chair) 

 

Date              ____________________________ 
  Date of AGM 2023 
 


