Bedford U3A
Photography 2 Group

Bedford U3A Photography2 Group are a friendly group of people from within Bedford U3A who are
interested in photography and its use to make pictures for display, publication, or just simply for
fun.
We have a monthly meeting commencing at 10:00am on the 4th Friday of each month in the Wren
Room at St Mark’s church, except in December.
We also have get togethers at Photographic venues of interest to our Group. These are usually held
on the 2nd Friday of the month.
What do Photgraphy2 do?
At our regular monthly meetings we have a ‘Competition’ on a pre-arranged topic to choose 6
pictures that will be shown on the Bedford U3A website. All our monthly competition pictures are
shown on our Flickr pages, find them on Flickr by searching for U3A Bedford or use the links from the
Bedford U3A website.
We have coffee and a chat during break time and then view portfolios of our members pictures or
have a talk or demonstration on a subject of interest to the Group collectively.

Meetings Calendar for 2019
Meeting Date

Subject / Theme

25th January
22nd February
22nd March
26th April
24th May
28th June
26th July
23rd August
27th September
25th October
22nd November

Red
Face
Juxtaposition
Wheels
Crowds
Abundance
Shadows
Own Choice
River / Lake
Flower(s)
Beautiful Bedfordshire

Demonstration / Talks

Talk on Camera Controls

All meetings are to be held at:
St Mark’s Church, Calder Rise, Bedford MK41 7UY and commence at 10:00am

FAQ: How does the ‘Competition’ work?
The photograph is the 'thing' that is judged in an anonymous competition by voting in the meeting.
There is no prior discussion about the photographs before the vote. Members simply vote for each
photograph that they like except their own. The top six by simple majority vote go on to the Bedford
U3A web site and can be seen by anyone.
All entries for the monthly competition are placed on the Group’s Flickr pages. (If you do not wish for
a particular photo to be publicly exhibited please let us know in advance.)
After the votes have been taken we discuss our pictures. What they are, if that is not obvious, how
they were photographed and how they were created or enhanced by the Photographer.
Can you fill me in as to procedure? To whom do I send photos - you? How many? When? Email?
Each month we submit a single entry photograph to SB. SB sends a reminder about a week before
the meeting/competition date asking for submissions and giving his dead line date that allows him to
collate the photographs for showing at the meeting. He will send you an acknowledgement once he
has included the picture in the competition entries.

What format JPG, PDF? Any particular size?
The preferred format is jpg and it should be an original high resolution image of any size (But,
probably, no bigger than 8 Mbytes for ease of emailing.)
Each photograph is given a title, so please remember to title your photograph when you send it to SB.
Can they be 'worked on’ in Photoshop, or similar, or must they be straight as photographed?
It must be an original photograph taken by yourself or created from a photograph taken by you after
the date that the competition subjects/themes were announced. Any form of manipulation is
permitted, unless otherwise stipulated.
Group Members are encouraged to bring any other photographs they have taken on a memory stick
to our meetings. We usually have time to view a few Members portfolios. Especially, if you have any
that you are keen to show us. Often pictures of other activities or occasions.
If you are concerned or uncertain about the use of emails or the other technical media that we use.
Do come and talk to one of us. We can explain and help you to join in.

Interested in Joining Bedford U3A Photography2 Group
You don’t need any specialist equipment to join Photgraphy2 Group just a means to take
photographs and a means to enter them in the competition and the enthusiasm to join in!
In the first instance a phone camera is quite sufficient to take and send your pictures.
Of course if you already have a high resolution digital camera and are an expert in photoshop
you are also welcome to come and join us. We’d like to you to come and share that expertise
with us.
We currently have 2 vacancies, so if you are interested in joining Photography2 Group or want to
know more about what we do please contact our Group Leader:
Adrian Bull
either by email or by phone or in person at one of the Bedford or Kempston monthly meetings.

