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OPEN MEETINGS 
 

Meetings are held at  

The Banstead Community Hall  

Park Road, BANSTEAD SM7 3AJ 

 

Meetings start PROMPTLY at 2.30 pm  

(So please come early!) 
 
 

OTHER EVENTS 

 

Wednesday 16th October 2019 

Annual General Meeting 

 

**** 

Monday 18th November 2019 

Around the World in 80 Gardens 

Speaker: Colin Jones 

 

 

**** 

Wednesday 4th December 2019 

Christmas Drop-In 

 

**** 

Wednesday 15 January 2020 

Songs of the Seas 

Speaker: Steve Pool 

 

**** 

Thursday 20th February 2020 

Don’t Sneeze on the Microphone! 

Speaker: Wilf Lower 

 

**** 

 

**** 

For more information and updates visit 

our website: https://u3asites.org/banstead/home 
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FROM THE CHAIR 

What a mixed-weather summer we’ve had this year ranging from heat and drought to storms and gales. 

I am firmly convinced that our frequently discussed, unpredictable climate enhances the way our population 

adapts.  

Over the summer our Committee has had to review all its processes to maximize the considerable benefits 

that will arise from our adoption of the new Beacon membership management system.  These have not 

only required us to adapt, but in some cases completely change how we work. For example, to produce 

efficiently this years’ renewed membership cards and personal statements, we will be using a local printing 

firm, [a well-established company with whom we have done business for many years]. Please read 

carefully the next article from the Membership Secretary who outlines what will happen. 

Electronic systems are developing very quickly, and we may need to change the renewal process again 

next year, we don’t know yet.  However, what I am certain of is that our records will become streamlined 

and more efficient which in turn assists the whole organization and particularly the volunteers who keep this 

U3A functioning. 

We now have considerably more members with email facilities than those without access to email.  We also 

have a web page that carries all up to date information about us and our activities.  For the last 6 months 

we have sent a monthly “what’s coming up” reminder bulletin to all email members, for which we have had 

a very positive feedback.  These reminders have resulted in an increase of members getting involved with 

our events. This outcome is certainly better than relying on members remembering or referring to the list of 

“Forthcoming Events” produced in the Newsletter 3 times a year. 

The issue now is how to keep up regular communication with those members without email.  

After the January edition we propose to issue the Newsletter twice yearly, spring and autumn.  The 

Newsletter will be much the same as now and will include upcoming events.  The Newsletter will continue 

to be mailed out in paper form to those on our non-email mailing list.  The monthly email bulletin will 

continue.  Each Group Leader is asked to ensure everyone in their group is aware of the monthly bulletin 

especially those without email.  Our complete program will continue to be displayed on the rolling display 

screen near the stage at all Open Meetings. 

We are ceasing the Members Noticeboard column.  I have had very little response from the membership, 

but it has attracted interest from other non-U3A organizations wanting us to contact our members to 

advertise their events or business or to solicit support for their activities. We do not think this is appropriate.  

Thank you to those few who availed themselves of the column in the past. 

This is a busy time for us as we prepare for the annual membership renewal and the AGM, details follow 

this article.  Attendance at our AGM has been steadily increasing and I hope that continues and that I will 

see many of you there.           Gill 

Ross 

 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

The renewal process is now in full swing and there are many changes to the system.  

Next years’ membership card will be yellow.  This new card will be issued as part of a printed document 
and you will need to do three things: 

1. Cut out the card from the document sent to you [where indicated] and be prepared to show the card 
as and when attending a Banstead U3A event or Interest Group. Group Leaders will be asking to 
see your card even if you have attended the group before. 
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2. Check that your contact details that are recorded on the document are accurate and up to date and 
inform me of any changes required. 

3. This form contains some useful information that you may need in the future so consider keeping it 
somewhere accessible. 

The yellow membership cards will be mailed out in mid-September to those who pay by Standing Order 
plus those members who have paid via the post and who have included a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope. 

Those who have renewed by post but failed to include a stamped self-addressed can collect their new 
cards at the AGM or Open House event as detailed below. 

You can also renew your membership at the Annual General Meeting [see item 6] and this year, at the 
Open House event on 18th September 2019 from 2-4pm in Banstead Community Hall. 

The fee remains at £10 for renewal by 31st October 2019 and at £12 for new members and for existing 
members renewing on or after 1st November 2019. If you wish to renew your membership by post before 
31st October, the following should be sent to me (Robin Brodie, Membership Sec. Banstead Area U3A, 31, 
Balmoral Way, Belmont, SM2 6PD): 

 A cheque made payable to U3A Banstead for £10 per person;  
 A note stating your name and address and current email address and  
 A stamped, self-addressed envelope for mailing your new card to you. 

New members will need to pay their £12 in cash or cheque for this year and ideally set-up a £10 Standing 
Order to start next year.  A membership application form, including a standing order instruction to your 
bank, is available from our website. 

Important notice. We are ceasing the discounted fee we charge for those individuals who are already 
members of another U3A.  We must ensure full compliance with our insurers and we are unable to 
undertake the onerous checks that are required on members with dual or triple membership to ensure that 
they remain members of another U3A for the full duration of our membership year.  Therefore, our only 
option is to charge our standard membership fee for all members. Our fees have remained low for many 
years and we hope those members affected will understand our reasons for abandoning this concession.   

As always, any queries get back to me on 020 8642 1718 or brodies12@virginmedia.com       

Robin Brodie, Membership Secretary 

 

 

GROUP UPDATES: 

Shakespeare Enjoyment 

Monthly 2nd Monday 2pm. Mead Room, Banstead Community Hall.   

Group Leader Pat Butcher 

The group is sad to announce the death of Mike Shaw who was the inspiration of the Shakespeare 

Appreciation group in both senses of the word. Mike instigated the group in 2007; he and his wife, Jenny, 

entertained us in their home until 2017. Mike was very knowledgeable and extremely witty.  He encouraged 

us with his enthusiasm and warmth. He will be missed. Many thanks Mike.          Group Leader Pat 

Butcher 

Note from Editor:  Many other members may have come across Mike who was an active,popular member 

of Banstead U3A for many years initially setting up and leading the Military History group which Mike Fox 

now leads. 
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Line Dancing 

Monthly 2nd Wednesday 10.30 am Banstead 

Community Hall.   

Group Leader Maria Etchell  

 

Deep concentration as the group learns new 

dance steps.         

 

 

 

 

    Explore London 1 - Monthly 4th Monday. All 

day  

Group Leader Gill Ross 

 

Group on the “What the Dickens walk” 

around the “upside down” globe. 

 

 

 

 

Explore London 3 - Monthly 2nd Tuesday. 

All day. 

Group Leader Helen Bertels 

 

The Group catching their breath on a warm 

day at the summit of Primrose Hill [height 

213 feet above sea level]. 
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PREVIOUS OPEN MEETINGS 

Monday 18th February 2019. Banstead Community Hall. Surrey Hills and the Surrey Hills Society. 

Speaker Mr. Ken Bare.  The Surrey Hills Society is an independent charity promoting the positive 

enjoyment and care of the Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The Society has over 800 

members and offers a social diary of events that encourage people to explore and discover the special 

qualities and distinctiveness of the area. The landscape is a by-product of activities such as farming and 

forestry requiring all land users to cooperate in order to protect the area from climate change and 

development. More information can be found on their web site https://www.surreyhillssociety.org 

Wednesday 17th April 2019. Banstead Community Hall. The Odette Ellicott Lecture 

The Speaker was Terry Johnson who is a retired Metropolitan Police Superintendent. The title of the talk 

was The Profumo Affair. A story of sex, violence, lies and spies. 

This annual event is held to commemorate a benefactor and founder member of our U3A and is for 

members only. We have found that any talk that involves crime is popular and this talk was no different.  

We had a very large audience come along to hear this excellent speaker talk about the Profumo affair 

which many of us in the audience remembered. Terry Johnson was a young detective at the time and had 

some involvement with the case. He gave us an insight into the backgrounds of the main characters and 

the political climate and class structures around at the time which affected the outcome of the case. Many 

questions followed the talk and afterwards following the end of the meeting.  There was a request from the 

floor to invite the Speaker back to talk to us again possibly about Mandy Rice Davies. 

Wednesday 1st May 2019. Banstead Community Hall. Banstead Arts Festival [BAF]. The Metropolitan 

Police Choir. 7.30 p.m. Every year we sponsor an event for BAF and this year it was the Metropolitan 

Police Choir which, since 2016, is made up of active and retired policewomen and policemen.  It was, as 

always, a sell-out event.  This large choir had recently performed at Westminster Abbey and other central 

London venues. They included hymns, sea shanties, songs from Les Miserable and more modern ballads 

like You Raise Me Up an altogether varied evening of lovely music. 

Monday 17th June 2019. Banstead Community Hall. The Wey and Arun Canal. Speaker Graeme 

Lewington.  We had an excellent talk with slides about this canal which was intended to provide a safe and 

efficient route from London to Portsmouth during the Napoleonic wars. The canal carried many tons of 

cargo but by the end of the war with France and the arrival of the railways it lost business and by 1871 it 

was formally closed and left untouched until a few years ago. There are now over 3000 volunteers working 

to reopen the whole length of the canal and make it available for small boats and canoes plus clearing a 

footpath along its length. Our speaker explained how the volunteers are undertaking this task which has 

already opened several miles of waterway making it available to the public and the Trusts own boat trips. 

He explained some of the problems they had had with landowners not allowing access over their land as 

well as the problem of physically clearing some inaccessible areas. Members of the audience also made 

much comment on this subject as a number were volunteers on this project. 

Wednesday 17th July 2019. Banstead Community Hall. Culture & Rituals. Speaker Bernard Smale.  

Bernard used film, pictures and handouts as tools for his talk which looked at Culture and Rituals across 

the world. We were shown various examples of rituals and customs used by small tribes in remote areas 

which to many appear primitive, but for those tribes they reinforce an individual’s role and enhance the 

culture in their society.  Rituals and customs often provide the basics needed for a tribe to survive.  Modern 

societies also have their own cultures and rituals undertaken on a regular basis.  Bernard compared and 
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contrasted rituals across various groups and pointed out that all societies undertake rituals seen as odd by 

others, but these rituals help to maintain the culture of the group. 

FUTURE OPEN MEETINGS  

Wednesday 16th October 2019, Banstead Community Hall - Annual General Meeting. 

Doors of the Banstead Community Hall open at 2.00 pm with the AGM starting at 2.30 p.m. Those 

members wishing to renew their membership at this meeting are advised to arrive early to avoid a queue. 

The Agenda is enclosed with this edition of the Newsletter.  If you have not received your AGM notice 

please contact Paul Williams on paultwilliams99@gmail.com or telephone 01737 211618.  There will be 

some spare copies available at the meeting. Only fully paid-up members may attend, and you must show 

your membership card at the entrance. There will be no entrance charge and there will be tea/coffee and 

biscuits provided at the end of the meeting. This year there will be no Speaker or entertainment directly 

after the AGM.  However, the meeting will end with a demonstration and explanation about our webpage 

given by Helen Birtels and Philip Wakeham, after which we hope you will take the opportunity to mingle 

and chat with other members. 

For your information the current Banstead Area U3A Committee is made up of the following people; 

Gill Ross, Chairman; Robert Lowes, Treasurer; Paul Williams, Committee Secretary; Alison Gaitonde, 

Groups Co-ordinator; Robin & Dee Brodie, Membership Secretaries; Roger Strong, Beacon leader;  Helen 

Bertels, Communications; Ken Baldwin, Speakers and Open Meeting Equipment Organiser; David 

Rowles, BAF Event organiser; Doreen Oliphant, Functions Co-ordinator; Janice Bridger, Room Bookings 

Co-ordinator.  Long-term member Ken Baldwin is standing down from the Committee this year. 

Monday 18th November 2019. Banstead Community Hall, Around the World in 80 Gardens.  

Speaker Colin Jones 

Since retiring from BBC TV as a Film Director specialising in travel documentaries, Colin has found a new 

career lecturing on his favourite subject, “Great Gardens of the World”. Colin will include gardens from 

Holland to South Africa and France to New Zealand. 

Wednesday 4th December 2019 Banstead Community Hall Christmas Drop-in. 2-4pm 

All members are invited to drop in for a coffee / tea and seasonal fare and to take the opportunity just to 

mingle and talk with other members. Nothing is organized, no speakers or entertainment, just time to 

socialize with like-minded people. 

Wednesday 15th January 2020 Banstead Community Hall Songs of the Seas Speaker Steve  

Poole 

Steve is a guitarist and musician who will provide a musical presentation about the Jubilee Sailing 

Trust charity, which takes mixed crews of disabled and able-bodied people of all ages and 

backgrounds on tall ship sailing adventures on board its two specially designed vessels being the 

Tenacious and Lord Nelson. 

Thursday 20th February 2020 Banstead Community Hall Don’t sneeze on the microphone! 

Speaker Wilf Lower. 

Wilf joined BBC television where for many years – including the ‘golden days’ of the seventies and 
eighties, he was responsible for Scenic Operations – the scenery, props, and ‘working’ the 
shows…. essentially everything seen on the screen except the performers, their costumes and 

mailto:paultwilliams99@gmail.com


 - 7 - 

make-up!  He subsequently set up a consultancy serving the television, film and theatre industries, 
which included several years with the National Theatre on London’s South Bank. 

QUIZ 

1. By what word do the Americans know the season of Autumn? 

2. Name the 3 European cities beginning with the letter B through which the Danube River flows. 

3. With whom did Lord Nelson have a famous affair? 

4. What shape is the pitch in Australian Rules Football? 

5. Atlantic Chinook and Sockeye are varieties of which type of fish? 

6. On a standard keyboard, which letter is between T and U? 

7. How many properties are there on a standard Monopoly board? 

8. Who was the Norse god of thunder? 

9. Native to New Zealand, the Kakapo is a species of which type of bird? 

10. Where on the body would you wear a Sabot? 

 

LOOKING BEYOND BANSTEAD 

SUTTON, EPSOM & BANSTEAD U3AS SCIENCE TALKS 
Trinity Church, Cheam Road, Sutton, SM1 1DZ 
(www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk) 

 
Second Wednesday 2pm - please show U3A membership cards. 

18th September 2019: Speakers from The Imperial Cancer Research Foundation. 

9 October 2019:  Dr Graham Hill, on Energy production and storage.  

13 November 2019:  Derek Coleman on Our local London Wildlife Trust nature reserves - Wilderness 
Island and Spencer Road Wetland.   

December 2019  TBA 

8 January 2020:  Adrian Davies, on Wildlife Photography, telling a story. 

12 February 2020 David Stewart, on Airport architecture. 

11 March 2020:  David  Fishwick, Astronomy 

April    TBA 

13 May 2020:   Bernie Cohen, on The trouble with Easter  

10 June 2020:  Jelena Bekvalac, on Osteological dating in archaeology  

8 July 2020:   Martin Eales, on Geology  

August   TBA 

9 September 2020:  Tony Brewis on Water the weirdo 

14 October 2020:  TBA 

11 November 2020: TBA 

December TBA 

 

Please note:  the programme may be subject to change  

 no refreshments: The Church has a cafe serving lunches until 2pm;  

 no parking is available on the site. Hill Road access is for drop-off only; 

 nearest parking is the Gibson Road car park; 

 nearest railway station is Sutton; 

http://www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk/
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The Church is on the following bus routes:   80, 151, 164, 213, 280, 407, 413, 470, 613, 627, S1, S3, S4.

                 Contact Alison Gaitonde 01737 351782 

SURREY NETWORK STUDY DAYS 

Fri Sep 20th 

Genetics; Development of Personalised Medicine & Treatment of Disease  

Presented by Daniel Biggs, Felicia Anna Tucci & Justin Whalley, The Wellcome Centre for 

Human Genetics, University of Oxford 

Booking opened on 1 June 

Fri Oct 18th 

An Age of Uncertainty -The Changing World of Victorian & Edwardian Britain 

Presented by Nigel Arch 

Public Discourse in the Modern Age & It's Not the Economy Stupid! 

Presented by Evan Davis, BBC Radio 4's PM Programme Presenter 

Booking opened on 1 June 

Fri Nov 15th 

The UK in a Changing Europe 

Presented by Dr Simon Usherwood, Department of Politics, University of Surrey 

Booking opened on 1 June 

Fri Feb 21st 

2020 

Astronomy; including Moons of Solar System & Debunking Moon Landing Hoaxers 

Presented by David Fishwick & Graham Bryant 

Booking opens on 1 November 

Fri Mar 20th 

2020 

Results of Research on Food & Nutrition 

Presented by Professor Susan Lanham-New, Department of Nutritional Sciences, 

University of Surrey 

Booking opens on 1 November 

Fri Apr 17th 

2020 

The most famous Pharaoh of them all: Tutankhamun, the Boy King 

Presented by Clive Barham Carter 

Booking opens on 1 November 

Fri May 15th 

2020 
Planned study day in 2020 on the Role of Women in Society 

All Study Days take place at the Menuhin Hall, The Yehudi Menuhin School, Stoke d’Abernon, KT11 3QQ 

and cost £10 for members and £12 non-members. Coffees and teas are provided. Bring your own lunch. 

Times are 9:30 am - 4 pm. There are plenty of car parking spaces.  Applications and SAE  to John 

Kennedy, 20 Greville Park Road, Ashtead KT21 2QT, surreyU3Astudyday@btinternet.com, 01372 273561 

QUIZ ANSWERS 

1.The Fall;  2. Lady Hamilton;  3. Bratislava, Belgrade, Budapest;  4. Oval; 5. Salmon; 6. “Y”;   7. 28;  
8.Thor;   9.Parrot;  10. Feet;  
 
 

Deadline for January 2020 Newsletter with articles to Gill Ross by email is 30th November 2019 (send to 

g89ross@gmail.com) or by post 19h November 2019 (send to 5 Harpurs Tadworth Surrey KT20 5UD) 

https://u3asites.org.uk/files/s/surreyu3anetwork/docs/st19sep.pdf
https://u3asites.org.uk/files/s/surreyu3anetwork/docs/st19oct.pdf
https://u3asites.org.uk/files/s/surreyu3anetwork/docs/st19nov.pdf
mailto:surreyU3Astudyday@btinternet.com
mailto:g89ross@gmail.com

