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OPEN MEETINGS 
 

Meetings are held at  

The Banstead Community Hall  

Park Road, BANSTEAD SM7 3AJ 
 

Meetings start PROMPTLY at 2.30 pm unless otherwise 

stated. 

(Please come early!) 

 

****** 

Monday 18th February 2019 

Surrey Hills and the Surrey Hills Society 

Speaker – Mr Ken Bare 

****** 

Wednesday 17th April 2019 

The Odette Ellicott Lecture  

The Profumo Affair 

Speaker– Mr Terry Johnston 

(Members only – No visitors allowed at this event) 

****** 

Wednesday 1 May 2019 

Banstead Arts Festival 

The Metropolitan Police Choir  

Starts 19.30 

****** 

Monday 17th June 2019 

The Wey and Arun Canal 

****** 

Wednesday 17th July 2019 

Culture and Rituals 

Speaker – Mr Bernard Smale 

****** 

Wednesday 18th September 2019 

Open House 

 

For more information and updates visit 

our website: 

https://u3asites.org.uk/banstead/home 

   
 

 

https://u3asites.org.uk/banstead/home
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CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS 

Here we are again, another year on.  It’s 2019 and time continues to fly by more and more quickly [as your 

elders told you it would, and you in turn tell your younger relatives]. 

Looking briefly at what’s passed I can report that our October 2018 Annual General Meeting [AGM] was 

well attended, and the various proposed motions were explained and accepted resulting in a fairly short 

meeting, leaving plenty of time for members to mingle and chat over a cup of tea.  

Two long standing committee members resigned at the AGM.  They were Julia Simmonds and Roger 

Findlay both of whom had been active on the committee for many years and felt it was time for someone 

else to take over. The AGM gave us the opportunity to officially thank them for their long-term efforts and 

wish them the best for their futures.  

Since the AGM two more members of the committee have reluctantly resigned: Joan Cowlard and 

Margaret Solomon. Both ladies have been stalwart supporters of our U3A and I thank them for 

undertaking their respective tasks most diligently.   

All is not doom and gloom on the committee front. A number of members have recently showed an interest 

in joining the committee which I will report on in the Spring/Summer newsletter. 

As reported at the AGM, a new, U3A-bespoke computer system had been adopted by the Third Age Trust 

[TAT]. Many other U3As have moved onto this system so we decided to join them.  It is called Beacon and 

provides a more efficient method of handling members’ data than the system currently in use. We have 

been extremely fortunate in pulling together a team of 3 Banstead U3A members to help us adopt this new 

system. The Beacon does have a lot to offer not all of it required by us at this moment in time.  However, 

we have decided to stop our Beacon adoption at phase one whilst TAT resolve some unforeseen funding 

and security issues. We will in the meantime review all options.   

The U3A is a charity and as such must abide by legal and regulatory advice given from time to time. A few 

key issues have recently been drawn to our attention. The first concerns securely maintaining members’ 

information. This issue is a frequent subject of discussion amongst the committee. However, it is not just 

our systems that must be secure. Members themselves have a part to play. I would like to remind our 

members that each of us should never divulge personal details to a third party, whether or not they are a 

U3A member, without permission of the person in question.  Also, sharing information that contains any 

personal details, particularly photographs, is only allowed if prior agreement has been given.  Experience 

shows that most members share information within their groups without any problem and we hope this 

situation continues. 

The second issue raised with us refers to Safeguarding which our Secretary Paul Williams explains in the 

next article and the third issue is Risk Assessment.  We expect all our groups to operate in a safe manner 

within safe surroundings. We are all responsible for our own safety but if any member has concerns on 

this subject they are asked to either contact me or Alison Gaitonde and we will investigate. 

During 2019, I hope that many of our Interest Groups will decide to add some information about their 

group’s activities onto their group page on our Website.  There are so many activities taking place that 

would undoubtedly interest others visiting our site.  We have this wonderful site that now needs “bringing 

alive” with actual activity information. We have asked our Group Leaders to start thinking about what could 

be put onto their group page that best describes their group.  A photograph or two should do the trick.  

Group Leaders wishing to take this further should contact me or Alison Gaitonde. 

Just to finish.  Who saw the letter in the November edition of the Saga magazine? I managed to catch it 

and felt it made a couple of relevant points re the U3A organisation. Namely: 
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1. That the U3A allows you to make connections with other people which regularly happens in the 

workplace or when raising children, but ceases when these tasks stop and can leave you feeling isolated; 

and  

2. That people with a strong work ethic cannot just switch off.  The energy and drive are still there. The 

U3A can provide many opportunities to remain as involved, relevant and as active as the individual wants. 

Need I say more!                      Gill Ross 

Safeguarding 

Safeguarding means protecting people’s health, wellbeing and human rights, and enabling them to live free 

from harm, abuse and neglect. Safeguarding is everybody’s business, and a U3A branch has a duty to its 

membership. The Charity Commission requires us to have an effective policy and ensuring we do so is 

primarily the concern of the committee and the group leaders. But members can help where appropriate - if 

you have the slightest concern that a fellow member may be experiencing abuse or neglect, please contact 

Gill Ross or myself, or any other committee member or group leader. If you can, we urge you to look at the 

safeguarding page on our website. If you cannot access the internet, I will gladly provide a copy.             

Paul Williams, Secretary 01737 211618 

ALISON’S CORNER 

Two enjoyable first aid courses that were organised by the British Red Cross were attended by 

thirty members.  I would like to remind members that the British Red Cross have a free app that 

you can download on to your mobile phone.  It provides good practical first aid advice. Contact the 

British Red Cross web page for details.  

It is very good that several members have come forward with offers to lead or start new Groups, 

we now have a number to choose from:  

New Groups. 

   Jenny Burwood’s Recorders -  01737 213696 

   Ralph Salter’s Cryptic Crosswords 2 - 0208 393 1671 

   Helga Stelzhammer’s German including beginners - 07802 738947 

   Villoo Tollerman’s Sketching (when the weather gets warmer) - 01737 350575 

Beginners French (conversation) will probably be on a Thursday or Friday afternoon and a first 

meeting will be held very soon. Anyone else interested, contact me.    

Groups with vacancies: 

   Scrabble 1 & 2 with Colin Revell - 01737 271532; 

   Geography with Noreen Siba - 0770417796;  

   Evening opera/ballet and grandparenting - 01737 351782; 

   Shakespeare Enjoyment and Popular Music [see group updates page 4] 

The Monday Banstead Local Walking group’s number are very low and the group will close unless 

numbers improve. Contact Roger Findlay on 01737 356313 for details. 

New contact details:Philosophy: Ruth Bradbury on 01737 353542; Exploring London 3: Mike 

Vingoe on 01737 553345; Monday Art: Vivian Clarke on 0208 6607115; Mah Jong: Maria Etchells 

on 01737 351106 

                       Alison Gaitonde 01737 51782 
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QUIZ 

1. Which British supermarket chain was originally founded by Jack Cohen in 1919? 

2. What is the capital city of Canada? 

3. Who had the pen names Currer Bell, Ellis Bell and Acton Bell? 

4. Constructed in 1903, the Queens Drive acts as a ring road around which British city? 

5. When wiring a plug, what colour is the live wire? 

6. The 2018 Eurovision Song Contest was held in which city? 

7. Phil Neal won 4 European Cups when playing for which team? 

8. Marianne Vos was a leading name for many years in which sport? 

9. Black Lead is the common name for which substance? 

10. Henry IV was the first royal king of which house? 

11. The World Trade Organisation has its headquarters in which European country? 

12. For how many years was J Edgar Hoover Director of the FBI? 

 

GROUP UPDATES 

Explore London 4 – New Group.  

We have sufficient numbers on our waiting list to consider starting an additional Explore London group.  

Explore London Groups 1,2 & 3 have been highly popular and proved to be very informative as well as 

enjoyable.  Members work in pairs to research an area of Greater London using established walks found in 

books or from the internet.  Members who join the group on their own are “buddied-up” into pairs and each 

pair takes a turn in leading one of the monthly walks.  One in the group also acts as group co-ordinator. All 

forms of public transport are used, including the Tube, and the mileage covered varies but is not usually 

that far as the main aim is to Explore and to find out about a specific area.  

This new group will meet the 2nd Thursday of each month with the first walk taking place on Thursday, 

11th April 2019.  

Contact: Gill Ross g89ross@gmail.com or Mike Vingoe mjv.jer@gmail.com  

Latin  -  Group Leader Frances Ryan 

About 4 years ago, a very small group of members met at our regular New Members coffee / information 

session and found that, in spite of having no background in the subject, they all wanted to study Latin. 

These determined members spent the intervening years meeting fortnightly, studying their text as outlined 

in the Cambridge Edition books culminating in their taking Level 1 Latin Language through the Welsh 

Examination Board.  How did they do? They all passed.  But they didn’t just pass.  They all achieved Grade 

A star.  What an achievement, they are to be congratulated.  However, they are not stopping there.  Next 

step Level 2.  We wish them the very best of luck. 

Shakespeare Enjoyment 2nd Monday 2.00 p.m. Pat Butcher 01737 814367 

William Shakespeare’s work is studied and performed throughout the world. He continues to be quoted 

regularly in everyday speech [although many may not be aware of this], and his plays describe a world as 

relevant to us today as when they were penned some 400 years ago.  He is a giant in English literature. 

We meet monthly in Banstead to read and discuss his plays.  None of the group are experts but have 

sufficient life experience to understand the world he describes and the characters in it. We have space for a 

couple more members to join us.                 

Popular Music  Fortnightly Monday 4pm  Ray Bates via Banstead U3A website. 

mailto:g89ross@gmail.com
mailto:mjv.jer@gmail.com
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Any rusty musicians with a musical instrument gathering dust are welcome to come along and see us. We 

play a variety of types of popular music and we are always prepared to try something new.  

 

WILD FLOWER WALKS 2019 

Date Venue 

Wed 1st May Banstead Woods for spring flowers. Meet 10.00am at the Holly Lane car park. 

Wed 15th May Ranmore Common/Denbies Hillside. Meet 10.00am at the NT Denbies Hillside 

car park off Ranmore Common Road. Parking free for NT members. 

Wed 29th May Colley Hill. Meet 10.00am at the NT car park at the end of Margery Lane. 

Parking free for NT members. Note: access to Margery Lane is from the A217 

heading north.  

Wed 12th June Howell Hill, Ewell. For orchids and Small Blue butterflies. Meet 10.00am at St. 

Paul’s Church at the end of Northey Avenue.  

Wed 26th June Park Downs. Meet 10.00am at the Holly Lane car park. 

Wed 10th July Chipstead Downs and Fames Rough. Meet 10.00am at the Holly Lane car 

park. 

Wed 24th July Walton Downs for Juniper and other chalk downland plants. Meet 10.00am at 

the car park within Epsom Downs Racecourse, accessed via the internal 

perimeter road. 

Wed 7th August Headley Heath. Meet 10.00am at the NT car park opposite the cricket pitch in 

Headley Common Road. Parking free for NT members. 

There may be wet or uneven ground, appropriate footwear should be worn. See U3A website for 
maps showing meeting points.  Please bring U3A membership card to your first meeting. 

Peter Wakeham (020 8642 3002) 

 

FAMILY HISTORY 

Banstead members may be interested in this invitation from Reigate & Redhill U3A. 

Redhill & Reigate Joint Family History Group’s Meeting 

At 2pm on 12th March 2019 

“How do you solve a problem?” 

Speaker - Ian Waller 

Venue - St. Joseph’s RC Church 

122 Ladbroke Road, Redhill, RH1 1JX 

Cost £5 
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We are writing to invite the members of your Family History Group to the next Redhill and Reigate Joint 

Family History Group’s Meeting which will take place on 12th March as detailed above. Doors will open at 

1.30pm for a 2pm start.  

The speaker, Ian Waller, has spoken to our joint meetings in the past so will be well known to many of you 

and will be addressing that age-old problem of dealing with ‘brick walls’ and we hope that this event will be 

of interest to you and your members. 

The cost of the talk is £5.00 per person and we should be most grateful if those members wishing to join us 

for what should be an interesting and informative event would confirm their interest in attending when we 

will be pleased to provide you with the appropriate details to make the necessary payment. Our email 

address for this purpose is rru3afamilyhistorygroup@gmail.com  

To assist us with planning our catering, could you let us know of your interest by 30th January. Some 

tickets may be purchased after that date. No paper tickets will be issued but we will check the list of 

attendees at the event. We regret that we will not be able to accept any cheques. Tickets will be available 

on the door in case of a last-minute need.                 John Court 

PREVIOUS OPEN MEETINGS 

The Open House event held on 19th September 2018 in Banstead Community Hall was as popular as 

ever. Many members of the public came along to find out who we are and to see what we have to offer.  

Numerous current members also attended seeking information on new groups and generally catching up 

with friends.  These events are designed to attract new members and to raise our profile in the community.  

We regularly attract about 30 new members following this event and we hope more people in the Banstead 

area have at least heard of the U3A. 

The “Should I keep taking the Tablets” talk on Thursday 22nd November was the final talk being held 

by us in St. Marks Church Hall Great Tattenhams.  We now propose to use the Banstead Community Hall 

for our events due to it having better public transport links than Great Tattenhams. Mr David Heller, Chief 

Pharmacist of Surrey & Sussex Healthcare NHS Trust,  gave a talk on his career in the health service. 

Members only Christmas Drop-in held on Monday 10th December in Banstead Community Hall. This 

event went very well with numerous long established and new members dropping in for a mince pie, cup of 

tea and the chance to meet up with other people.  We had a high number of new members attend. Most 

had joined us following the September Open House event and after some introductions were left talking 

with one another.  We seem to have attracted a number of new German speaking members, some of 

whom could be heard chattering away in their native tongue. 

ANSWERS TO QUIZ 

1. Tesco’s     2. Ottowa     3. The Bronte sisters     4. Liverpool     5. Brown     6. Lisbon     7. Liverpool  
8. Cycling      9. Graphite     10. Lancaster     11. Switzerland     12. 37 
 

FUTURE OPEN MEETINGS 

Monday 18th February 2019. Banstead Community Hall. Surrey Hills and the Surrey Hills Society. 

Speaker Mr. Ken Bare.  The Surrey Hills Society is an independent charity promoting the positive 

enjoyment and care of the Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty for those who live, work in, or 

visit the area. The Society encourages people to explore and learn about the special qualities and 

distinctiveness of the area.  . 

Wednesday 17th April 2019. Banstead Community Hall. The Odette Ellicott Lecture 

mailto:rru3afamilyhistorygroup@gmail.com
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The Speaker this year will be Terry Johnson who is a retired Metropolitan Police Superintendent. The title 

of the talk is The Profumo Affair. A story of sex, violence, lies and spies. 

This is a special annual event to commemorate a benefactor and founder member of our U3A and is for 

members only.  No visitors allowed at this event. The talk is followed by a cake tea. 

Wednesday 1st May 2019. Banstead Community Hall. Banstead Arts Festival [BAF]. The Metropolitan 

Police Choir. 7.30 p.m. Every year we sponsor an event for BAF and this year it is the Metropolitan Police 

Choir which is made up or active and retired police women and policemen.  They are very entertaining, 

and we have been lucky to get them. They appeared for us a few years ago to a packed house. Price of 

tickets £10 available from Banstead Library or the Committee. 

Monday 17th June 2019. The Wey and Arun Canal. Banstead Community Hall. 

Wednesday 17th July 2019. Culture & Rituals. Speaker Bernard Smale. Banstead Community Hall. 

Wednesday 18th September 2019. Open House. Banstead Community Hall. 

MEMBERS NOTICE BOARD 

Our long-term member Tweeny has organised the following which may still have vacancies. 

Thursford Christmas Spectacular  

As some of you know, tickets for the Show and Hotels for an overnight stay have to be booked a year 

ahead.  Some groups go every year - "It is better than a London Show" is the opinion of some people. 

We shall be staying at the Knight's Hill Hotel, King's Lynn, which has been recommended, and they are 

almost fully booked for next November already! 

The date is Monday, 25th November 2019, going by coach to Thursford for a Matinée performance - Best 

Seats are worth paying a little extra. 

We would then return to the Hotel for an evening meal. The following day we shall have a stopover at 

Lavenham, with a guided walk, before returning home. 

The total cost is £175.  A single supplement - if I can get any more single rooms - is £25 

If you are interested in coming please get back to me ASAP.  

Best wishes. Tweeny - Tel 01737 355513 or email : tweeny.t@outlook.com<mailto:tweeny.t@outlook.com> 

 

LOOKING BEYOND BANSTEAD 

THE JOINT LOCAL U3A SCIENCE LECTURES 

These are held at Trinity Church, Sutton www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk and are for members of Banstead, 

Sutton and Epsom U3As and are free to Banstead members. Talks begin at 2.00 p.m. 

The talks, on science subjects, will be on research topics, with some biographic, and given by university 

speakers and knowledgeable U3A members.  The forthcoming programme is: 

13 February 2019: Carol Harris, on Medicine at the Pole 

13 March 2019: Professor Cyril Isenberg, Canterbury University emeritus, on Some 

interesting results in number theory 

mailto:tweeny.t@outlook.com%3cmailto:tweeny.t@outlook.com
http://www.trinitychurchsutton.org.uk/
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 8 May 2019: Dr. Nikki Gammans, FRES on The Bumblebee Project 

12 June 2019: David Stewart, on Airport Architecture 

11 September 2019: Speaker from Imperial Cancer Research Foundation 

Please note:  the programme may be subject to change  

 no refreshments: the Church has a cafe serving lunches until 2pm;  

 no parking is available on the site. Hill Road access is for drop-off only; 

 nearest parking is the Gibson Road car park; 

 nearest railway station is Sutton; 

 

The Church is on the following bus routes:   80, 151, 164, 213, 280, 407, 413, 470, 613, 627, S1, S3, S4

                    Contact Alison Gaitonde 01737 351782 

SOUTH EAST FORUM SUMMER SCHOOLS. 

Venue:  Chichester University.   

Accommodation; .  Student en-suite accommodation or local hotel. 

Dates:  Monday 24th - Thursday 27th June 2019. 

Cost:   Depends on chosen accommodation but in the region of £300 

Subjects on offer:  

Music, Painting, Yoga, Cycling, Falconry, Folk Dancing, Patchwork, Maths, Bridge Improvers, Walking, 

Family History, Psychology. 

Booking and further information from: https://u3asites.org.uk/southeastu3aforum 

 

SURREY NETWORK STUDY DAYS 2019 

Friday 15 February. Philosophy in a Day! 

Presented by Marianne Talbot, Oxford University. Places available 

Friday 15th March. The Bayeux Tapestry & Life in England before the Battle of Hastings. 

Presented by Imogen Corrigan, Arts Society Lecturer. Places available. 

Friday 12th April. The Aztec - The Eagle Warriors of the Sun. 

Presented by Prof. Maria Chester, U3A Subject Advisor on American Archaeology & Arts Society 

Lecturer.  Places available. 

Friday 17th May. People and Places of Surrey. 

Presented by Speakers from the Lewis Carroll Society, The Watts Gallery, Woking Surrey History 

Centre & Guildford Cathedral.  Booking opens 1st February. 

Friday 21st June. Mathematics in Action. 

Presented by Dr Roger Luther, Sussex University & U3A member. Bookings open 1st February. 

Friday 20th September. Planned study day on Human Genetics Developments. Bookings open 1st June. 

 

All Study Days take place at the Menuhin Hall, The Yehudi Menuhin School, Stoke d’Abernon, KT11 3QQ 

and cost £10 for members and £12 non-members. Coffees and teas are provided. Bring your own lunch. 

Times are 9:30 am - 4 pm. There are plenty of car parking spaces.  Applications and SAE to John 

Kennedy, 20 Greville Park Road, Ashtead KT21 2QT, surreyU3Astudyday@btinternet.com, 01372 273561 

Stop Press. Any members prepared to bake a cake for the Odette Ellicott event on 17th April are asked to 

inform Doreen Oliphant 01737 379929 or email doreen.oliphant@hotmail.co.uk   

Deadline for May 2019 Newsletter with articles to Gill Ross by email is 3rd May 2019 (send to 

g89ross@gmail.com) or by post 26th April 2019 (send to 5 Harpurs Tadworth Surrey KT20 5UD) 

https://u3asites.org.uk/southeastu3aforum
mailto:surreyU3Astudyday@btinternet.com
mailto:doreen.oliphant@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:g89ross@gmail.com

