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The 

Beeches 

Map of 1850 showing the Summer House later known as The Beeches  
and which was extended in the 1820s and 1850s. 

Originally known as the Summer House, this house was built around 1729 at the junction of Main street and 

Great Gutter Lane by Raspin Norrison a ‘Willerby Gent.’ He had responsibility, along with others, for the upkeep 

of the main roads for which a toll was charged. He died in 1756 and was succeeded  by his two surviving daugh-

ters, Elizabeth and Theodosia. It is one of only a few houses in the area built of ashlar stone rather than brick. In 

1774 the house was taxed on 19 windows. Five years later  in 1779 it was taxed on only 16. It is believed that the 

property was altered around 1820 and 1850. 

Theodosia Norrison married Samuel Scatchard from Morley in 1749 and lived in that area until her death in 

1767. Elizabeth Norrison married a Henry Cumbrey from Stamford in 1784 but died in 1792. The property was 

conveyed to her nephew, Watson, the son of sister Theodesia and Samuel Scatchard, both of whom were now 

deceased.  Watson was an attorney in Halifax. It is most likely that he owned the property until his death in 

1817 when it passed to his son, Watson Samuel Scatchard. 



 Theodesia Norrison and Samuel Scatchard notice of marriage at Rowley, East Yorkshire  
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This is a photograph of the Memorial Tablet 

to be found in Rowley Church. It is dedicated 

to Raspin Norrison and gives us details about 

his life. 

" Sacred to the memory of Raspin Norrison, of 

Willerby, Esq., who died on the 17th of Dec., 

1756, aged 63 years. Of Ann, his wife, who 

died the 20th Septr., 1735, aged 37 years. Of 

Jane, his second wife, who died the 3rd. of 

Novr., 1744, aged 65 years. Of John Raspin, 

the son of Ann, and of Ann the second 

daughter of the said Raspin and Ann 

Norrison, who all died young,  

Also of Watson Norrison, Esq., the son of the 

above mentioned Raspin and Ann Norrison, 

who died the 5th of Aug., 1754, aged 22 

years.  



The 

Beeches 

 Clifford Pease, a Hull merchant, lived at the Beeches from at least 1823 until 1833. He probably lived here 

with his sisters, and his brother Rev George Pease also lived there for a couple of years when he was curate at St. 

Andrew's Kirk Ella. Clifford was also the brother of Joseph Robinson Pease of Hesslewood Hall. It appears that 

Clifford was a bit of a wastrel and the black sheep of the family and many times in his Journal, JR Pease despairs 

of him. Due to neglect on his part, Clifford presided over the failure of a number of companies in which he was 

involved. At the age of 52 he decided to marry a girl nearly 30 years his junior. They ended up living for a time in 

the Isle of Man and later in Guernsey.  (Francis Davies. U3A Awake) 

There is a plan of Mr Scatchard’s  ‘Estate in Willerby 1818’ held at The History Centre in Hull. Because it is dated 

the year after Watson Samuel Scatchard inherited the estate, he is probably the Mr Scatchard referred to. When 

he died in 1836 the house passed to his widow Sarah. She died about 1852. 

It is uncertain if the house was ever home to any generations of the Scatchard family. They  appear to have lived 

and died in the Morley / Bradford / Halifax areas of Yorkshire. So, did they have tenants living there rather than 

living there themselves? 



The 

Beeches 

Daniel Sykes, son of Nicholas Sykes of Swanland Hall and nephew of Daniel Sykes M.P. who lived at Raywell, 

was probably another tenant of the Beeches. He is recorded living in Willerby in the 1841 Census and the 

house appears to be The Beeches: 

•  It is one of the few properties in the village with a number of servants.  

•  Next door or across the road is Joseph Jones the draper, whom we know is living in Willerby Hall. 
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By 1851 Daniel Sykes and his family had moved to Kirkella and the Beeches were occupied by another family. 



1841 Census    Daniel Sykes 

Place Names Age Occupation 

Willerby Daniel Sykes 35 Ind. 

 Cathran Sykes 40  

 Cathran Sykes 8  

 Marion Sykes 5  

 Harriet Sykes 3  

 Isabella Sykes 1  

 Jane Lockey 30 F.S. 

 Abigail Smails 25 F.S. 

 Elizabeth Witty 15 F.S. 

 James Horsepool 30 M.S. 

 Mary Bonfrey 30 F.S. 

The 

Beeches 



From Francis Davies U3A Local History: 

 ‘Some years ago, we interviewed a lady called Rene Atkinson who had lived at 75 Main Street. She told us 

that 'the properties were all owned by a couple in Bradford and once a year they would come to her parent’s 

house for a meal and inspect the properties. When they died the family had death duties to pay and so offered 

her father the opportunity to buy the 4 properties in the block plus the land and Mason’s shop for £2000. 

However, this was too much for her parents to pay so instead her father bought no.79 plus the land for £750 

and Rene bought no.75 for £125. As far as she knows the family in Bradford retained ownership of the rest of 

the properties.' 

I know the above doesn't necessarily link this property with the Scatcherds, but Bradford isn't too far away from 

Morley, so there could have still been some connection with the family as late as the mid-20th century.’ 

 

The 

Beeches 

In 1851 the house appears to be occupied by a John Hubbersty, a merchant. He is employing three house 

servants. Rawdales, which is the next house in the census, is along the road from the Beeches so we can 

probably assume that this is the Beeches. 



1851 Census   John Hibbersty   

Place Names Condition Age Occupation Where born 

Willerby John Hibbersty married 40 Broker Commission Derbyshire 

 Ann Geldng Hibbersty married 32 Wife Kent 

 Emma Bearpark unmarried 23 House servant Yorkshire 

 Pleasant Moore unmarried 29 House servant Lincolnshire 

 Thomas Chilman unmarried 25 House servant Yorkshire 
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1861 Census saw another set of occupants. Now the house was referred to as Willerby House but from its 

position in the census I think we can assume it was The Beeches.  

Matthew James Keighley, a general merchant and land owner, was a widower. In 1851 he was living in Kirkella 

with his wife and daughter looked after by five servants. However, ten years later we can see that his wife has 

died and he was now living in Willerby at The Beeches with his daughter Maria . The household was now 

looked after by three servants, having dispensed with the groom and the waiting maid. Matthew’s  occupation 

was given as Corn Merchant. Also present were his four year grandson Philip Maxsted ( Philip‘s mother Eliza 

Rebecca had died three years previously) and also Matthew’s sister Ann, a spinster. Sadly, Philip died later in 

the year. Matthew himself died in 1870 after moving to Southsea and Fareham to be near his married 

daughter Maria in the late 1860s. 



1861 Census   Matthew Keighley  

Place Names 

Relation 

to head 

of family 

Con-

dit. 

Age Occupation Where born 

Willerby 

House 

Matthew J Keighley Head wid. 56 Corn Merchant Hull 

 Maria C. Keighley d/ter unm. 21 Merchant’s daughter Hull 

 Philip F Maxsted g/son - 4 Merchant’s son Hull 

 Ann Keighley sister unm. 47 Independent lady Hull 

 Amanda J Ellah visitor unm. 22 Merchant’s daughter 

Elsinore  

Denmark 

 Ann Anderson servant unm. 36 Cook Shipton Yorks 

 Mary Foster Servant unm. 36 Ladies Maid Hull 

 Ann Davey servant unm. 23 housemaid Lincolnshire 
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1871 Census shows  Arthur Burton Pease living at the Beeches. Arthur was the nephew of Clifford Pease, a 

previous occupier from the 1820s, while his father was Clifford’s brother, Joseph Robinson Pease jnr of 

Hesslewood Hall where Arthur was probably born.  He had attended Rugby School (1841 Census) and became 

a banker like his father. In 1857  he married Emma Caroline Wilkinson , first living in Cottingham and then The 

Beeches. There were six servants in the house to attend to the needs of Arthur, his wife and two children. The 

house was  still not identified as the Beeches in the 1871 Census. By 1881 the family had moved to Melton Hill 

where Arthur remained until his death in 1905. 



1871 Census   Arthur Burton Pease 

Place Names 

Relation 

to head of 

family 

Con-

dit. 

Age Occupation Where born 

Willerby 
Arthur Burton Pease Head mar. 45 Banker Hessle 

 
Emma Caroline  - wife mar. 35  Welton 

 
Arthur Godfrey - son  9 scholar Cottingham 

 
Leonard Joseph - son  3  Willerby 

 
Catherine Luscombe servant unm. 23 governess Beverley 

 
Wiliam Good servant unm 30 groom Lincolnshire 

 
Elizabeth Metcalfe servant unm 33 cook Darlington 

 
Sarah Thomas servant unm 42 nurse London 

 
Martha Swain servant unm 22 housemaid Northallerton 

 
Elizabeth Blenkinsop servant unm 16 nursery maid Welton 
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