
There is a mention in Kelly’s Directory of 1889 of a George Vincent Maxted, an eminent cement engineer, 

living in Willerby Cottage. It would appear that his son Godfrey was born in the house in 1898 as was his sister, 

Helen Frances, in 1900. By 1901 the family were living in Hornsea. 

1901 makes no mention of Ivy Cottage (or of a Willersley House) - only Ivy Lodge where Henry Dixon and his 

family were living. He was a farm labourer. Is this the cottage at the gates to Ivy Cottage? (above photo).  

It is thought that at about this time Major John George Smithson, a director of Hull Brewery, and his wife 

Frances, had a new large house built in the grounds. In 1901 they were living on Beverley Road with their three 

children: Hugh, Mildred and Gwendoline, so they must have moved to their new house in Willerby in the early 

1900s. This is the house we can see today.  

Map of the grounds in 1890s before the new 

house was built 
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In the 1911 Census the Smithsons were not at home. They were visiting in Torquay and only the servants were 

at Ivy Cottage. However Mr Smithson had signed the Census Return on behalf of the servants. Gwendoline, the 

youngest daughter was staying with her married sister Mildred at Tickton, whilst Hugh the older brother was in 

Headley, Hampshire in army barracks.  

The Smithsons lived  at Ivy Cottage until their deaths: John George in 1936 and Frances in 1947. Frances is found 

on the 1939 Registration living at 85 Main Street (this is Ivy Cottage) and Gwendoline, who is now onto her 

second marriage, is with her. There are two servants to help. 



1939 Registration   Frances Smithson 

Place Names 

Male or 

female 

DOB 

Marital 

status 

Occupation 

85 Main St Frances Smithson F 19 Aug 56 W Householder 

 Gwendoline Buxton F 17 Dec 91 M Unpaid Dom. duties 

 Mary Coatsworth F 30 Mar 94 S Dom Servant 

 Florence Shelton F 10 Mar 10 S Dom Servant 



Hull Daily Mail  Jan 1936 

WILLERBY GIRL'S DEATH: Young Domestic Whose Frock Caught Fire  

The story of a young domestic servant who caught fire at the kitchen stove, and rushed outside to give the alarm, 

was told at Hull inquest to-day. The victim was Olive Barker, 20, employed by Major Smithson, Ivy Cottage, 

Willerby, whose home was at High Farm, Cold Harbour-lane, Hull. She died Hull Royal Infirmary on January 13 

from shock following burns. A verdict of "Accidental death" was recorded. Ronald Dale, house surgeon at the 

Infirmary, said Miss Barker was admitted at 8.30 a.m. on January 13, with her chest, back and thighs affected by 

burns. "The shock grew worse, and she died 12.35 p.m.," he said. Annie Rebecca Barker, wife of Charles Barker, 

coal dealer, and mother of the deceased, told of visiting the Infirmary and seeing her daughter, who was 

conscious. She spoke quite clearly to me," went on witness, "and told me how it happened. She was rubbing 

down the kitchen stove, when her frock caught fire. She came out and rushed round to the front of the house to 

ring the bell for the others to come and help." The Coroner: Why did she run out instead of going through the 

house?—l don't know. There wasn't a rug in the kitchen. Of course, she said she didn't really know what she was 

doing. Florence Shelton, housemaid at Ivy Cottage, who was cleaning the front hall of the house at the time, 

described how she saw Olive in flames through the glass panels of the front door. "I opened the door, and she 

rushed in. I got the nearest rug, and extinguished the flames. The whole of her clothing was burnt. I put some 

carron oil on her." Witness added that she thought the back door was open, and the draught caused Miss 

Barker's skirt to ignite at the fire. She later saw that two doors of the stove were open.  
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Hull Daily Mail March 1936 

DEATH OF MAJOR J. G. SMITHSON Chairman of Hull Brewery Company  

The Mail regrets to announce the death at his home, Ivy Cottage, Willerby, of Major John George Smithson, 

0.B. E., J.P., in his 77th year. He had not enjoyed good health for some time, although until recently he 

continued to take an active interest the public and business life of Hull. Major Smithson, who was a native of 

Hull, was chairman of the Hull Brewery Company, Ltd. At one time he had a brewery of his own in the city, but 

this was incorporated in 1901 into the Hull Brewery, of which he became a director. In 1920, on the death of 

Major R. W. Gleadow, took over the chairmanship of the company. Major Smithson had a long and 

distinguished career as soldier interested in local organisation. He joined the lst East Yorkshires 1873 and took 

commission in the 4th East Yorks. Artillery Volunteers in 1882. Subsequently he transferred to the Humber 

Militia Divisional Royal Engineers, and  March 1802, he was promoted Major. This unit was better known as the 

Submarine Miners, in which Major Smithson served under Colonel C. H. Johnson. Major Smithson became its 

commanding officer and remained in that position until the War Office abolished it, transferring its duties to 

the Admiralty. Major Smithson received his 0.B. E. for work organisation during the Great War. He was the 

second oldest trustee of Hull Savings Bank, being appointed manager in 1888 and serving on the Committee of 

Management, on different occasions. Another form of service in which was actively engaged was that the Hull 

Great War Trust, with which he had been associated since its formation in 1918. A member of almost every 

committee connected with the Trust, he was appointed its chairman in 1924, and was still one of its trustees. 

He also did much useful work for the Incorporated Soldiers' and Sailors’ Families Association.  Among his 

business interests were a directorship of the East Hull Gas Company, which he had held for some years, and a 

directorship of the State Insurance Co. Lee's Rest Homes also benefited from his keen interest. He was trustee 

almost from the start, being appointed to the first vacancy. Major Smithson was Justice of Peace for the East 

Riding and took keen interest in local government in the district. He was for some years chairman of the 

Sculcoates Rural District Council. Major Smithson was elected a member the Sculcoates Council 1907 and was 

appointed chairman 1912. He occupied this position until 1920 when, in an election for the Willerby division, 

he was defeated by narrow majority. During this election campaign lie was abroad recuperating from an illness.  
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Notice in the local paper for the sale of Ivy Cottage after the death of Frances 

Smithson in 1946. 

Hull Daily Mail 28 Jan 1947 

PROPERTY SALE. TUESDAY. FEBRUARY 11th. By direction of the Trustees of 

Major J. G. Smithson, deceased. WILLERBY. 4 Miles west Hull. Well Elevated 

Sheltered Position. FIRST CLASS SMALL RESIDENTIAL ESTATE known as IVY 

COTTAGE. Lot I.—Attractive Det RESIDENCE standing in its own grounds facing 

South; Lounge, Hall and Cloakroom, Rooms. 6 Main and 5 Secondary 

Bedrooms, Sewing Room, T Bathrooms, convenient Kitchens, all Main services; 

most attractive, well maintained Gardens and Grounds: GARAGES, STABLING. 

LODGE and COTTAGE; in all about 23/4 Acres with V.P., except Lodge; most 

substantial and well appointed Property excellent order, very conveniently 

situated for Hull. Lot 2.—FREEHOLD GRASS PADDOCK of about 4 Acres. Lot 3.—

SMALL KITCHEN GARDEN at corner of Well-lane, suitable for ft Building Plot. 

Illustrated particulars, permit view and conditions of sale, may be obtained 

from the AUCTIONEERS, or the Solicitors, Messrs STAMP, JACKSON Sc. SONS, 5, 
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Three years after the death of Frances Smithson in 1947 the house 

was on the market again but it had been renamed ‘Cheviot’ as can 

be seen by these notices in the Hull Daily Mail. Thomas F Dodsworth and his wife Elinor had lived in the house 

for about three years and were now selling up.  Thomas was the factory manager for wholesale and retail 

bread and confectionery factory (possibly Jacksons ). It is interesting to note that before they moved to Main 

Street, they had lived in Westella Way in a house also called ‘Cheviot’. After selling Ivy Cottage / Cheviot the 

Dodsworths then appear to move to South Cave and eventually to Croft Drive, Tranby Lane where they called 

their house . . . . ‘Cheviot’. 
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This is a notice from the Hull Daily Mail in 

1950 regarding the forthcoming sale of 

‘Cheviot’, a house in Willerby with 

extensive grounds and other buildings. 

From the photograph it is Ivy Cottage. 

Hull Daily Mail Nov. 1948 

Hull Daily Mail March 1949 



Joseph was a third generation flour miller, and became a philanthropist. 

He was born in 1854 on Holderness Road in Hull, son of James Rank 

(1829–1874), miller, and his first wife, Mary Ann Parrott. About 1868 he 

joined the family mill but his father was not impressed by his abilities. 

1874 On James Rank's death, the executors gave Joseph £500 and told 

him to look elsewhere. So he set up his own mill. In 1880 married Emily Voase. And they had three sons and 

three daughters. He was quick to exploit new technology and he was also a first-rate dealer in commodities.  

During the 1880s he underwent a religious conversion to strict Methodism which guided him in his later life. 

1885 he built the Alexandra mill at Hull, incorporating the latest technology of roller-milling and in 1891 built 

the Clarence mills, among the most modern in Britain. 

He increased his profits by importing wheat direct rather than through dealers. He subsequently erected other 

mills close to English and Welsh ports which had deep water access and could receive shipments of foreign 

grain. 

Plaque and picture of Joseph Rank at Willersley House, which 

opened in1963, one of the Methodist Homes for the Aged 

helped by his legacy. (Photo: JD Scotney)  

Charles Cockburn Greig, a chartered accountant, lived in the house with his second wife Elizabeth during the 

50s. They had been married in 1947. It would appear he was divorced from his first wife, Dorothy whose 

surname was Smithson. I’m not sure if she was any relation to the previous occupants.  They appear to sell the 

house in approximately 1960 and moved to Swanland where charles died in 1972. Thouse was bought by The 

Joseph Rank Benevolent Fund and gifted to The Methodist Care Homes. It opened in 1963 and became known 

as Willersley House. 
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In 1899 the company became Joseph Rank Ltd, with a capital of £700,000 and in 1904 Rank moved the head 

office to London. He gave away most of his wealth, supporting the Hull Royal Infirmary and the Joseph Rank 

Benevolent Fund set up to relieve poverty in Hull. 

The 1901 Census shows the family in Pearson Park. Joseph is not there as he is in Bournemouth. Three of the 

children are being looked after by their aunt, Ann Witty whom Joseph later marries. What is interesting is that 

the house was called Willersley House. This is the name adopted for Ivy Cottage when it was bought by the 

Benevolent Fund  for it to become a care home. 

After 1918 his sons James Voase and J Arthur Rank (of film fame) were in day-to-day charge of the business. 

Ranks, the largest milling combine in Britain and one of the largest in the world, continued to expand. His 

second son, Rowland Rank, also worked in the flour trade but not for Ranks. Joseph died at Reigate Heath in 

1943. He did not live to see his gift of the care home in Willerby but it is a lasting legacy of h is benevolence. 
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https://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Joseph_Rank
https://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Rowland_Rank

