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Learn, Laugh, Live 

Welcome to our first Magazine following the 

lockdown. 

It has been a difficult couple of years for all of us but things 

are looking a little brighter.  We only have to hope that the 

rising figures and warnings of doom and gloom come to 

nothing! 

Many of our members are still a little hesitant, understandably 

so, about meeting in large groups, although we were 

delighted that almost 100 members came to the September 

meeting.  We hope that things will soon improve enough for 

everyone to feel safe once again in the hall. 

This edition of the Magazine opens with a wonderful article 

written during the lockdown by Jacqueline Moore - echoing 

life that we all experienced! 

We then continue with up-to-date happenings in some of our 

groups.  I am sure that as the groups start meeting up again 

we will hear more of their activities in future editions. 

Kathy Lewis has speakers booked right through to the end of 

December 2022 - a very varied programme with something to 

suit everyone.  Please read the Secretary’s monthly 

Newsletters online and notice boards to keep up with future 

events. 

We look forward to seeing you at our monthly meetings and, 

in the meantime, the Chairman and Committee wish you an 

early Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy 2022. 
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Woke at 7.15am.  We are in the fifth week of lockdown due to the coronavirus pandemic or Covid-19 

as it is officially known; obviously no rush to get up as I live on my own, so reached for my invaluable 

iPad.  Probably about 20 years ago I saw an item on the news where a passenger on a bus was 

reading the newspaper on a hand held screen and I knew that would be marvellous.  Now, years later, 

I have not changed my opinion. 

First move is to prod The Times app into life to catch up on yesterday’s news. 

Parliament is now sitting again after Easter.  Well, a few 

people are in the Chamber, widely spaced as our 2m rule 

dictates.  The Government has requested we all to keep to 

‘social distancing’ which means 2m apart so that those 

unknowingly infected with coronavirus avoid passing it on.  

Parliament has now largely gone ‘virtual’ with most 

Members tuning into proceedings via the members’ hub 

interface.  We are all having to become experts at video 

meetings whether for business or just keeping in touch with 

family.   

Yesterday was Sir Keir Starmer’s first day at PMQ.  Boris Johnstone is still convalescing after nearly 

losing his life to the coronavirus; his deputy, Dominic Raab, is in his seat.  The Times report says it was 

all very well mannered, none of the raucous boos and cheers one has come to expect, except that one 

MP forgot to turn off his home microphone after speaking and was then heard making derogatory 

remarks about the following MP. 

Finally decided to roll out of bed.  As a consequence of escalating years even when rolling out of bed 

my body feels I have already walked four miles.  So what aches today?  

Back?  Painful knees?  Do I still need to put steroid drops in my eye which 

I have been using to kill the shingle virus? 

Ah-ha.  One of my favourite moments, the shower!  

Yesterday it stopped mid flow three times. Whatever’s 

wrong?   Each time I restarted the device I endured 

another downpour of cold water before the thermostat 

recalibrated itself.  Decided to replace the batteries which 

are now four years’ old.  This morning it worked without 

stopping.  What a relief.  One of the disadvantages of being one of the older 

generation is coping with modern gadgets.   

 

Life today is one technological struggle after another.  Take computers, they can 

perform complicated tasks if only we oldies understood how to input the commands.  Everyone wants 

you to do on-line payments and banking but how do you keep track of your money without a handy 

paper trail?  Take Amazon.  At Christmas I may order half a dozen things on-line but when my bank 

statement tells me ‘Amazon £15.62’ I can’t remember whatever that was.  I know I had an email 

confirming my purchase but that is now about 100 down the inbox!  Then, my boiler has its electronic 

timer which is waiting to be reset as we move into summer, more adjustments are needed to bring on 

my automatic lights later as the evenings draw out.  My son wants me to control them from an App on 

my mobile phone.  I don’t think I’m quite ready for that!  

Finally made it down for breakfast.  While enjoying coffee and still reading today’s paper, my friend 

rings.  He’s already been to Waitrose and found only a small queue so he is now stocked up for 

another week.   

A Day in Lockdown:  Reflections  of a 77 year Old     :    24th April 2020  
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Shopping during the lockdown has been a nightmare.  In order to keep 2m apart shops have had to limit 

the number of customers actually inside the store.  This has created long queues outside with everyone 

waiting 2m apart.  Tesco, my preferred store, has gone a step further.  They only allow fifty people in 

the store at a time and then it is one in – one out.  Once inside you may only go up and down the aisles 

2m apart and only in the direction of the arrows.  This is a very frustrating experience when it becomes 

obvious that the person in front has never shopped in 

Tesco before and doesn’t know where anything is on the 

shelves, or the elderly couple who you are following don’t 

know what they want and compare lots of different 

products.  As I have queued for over an hour to finally enter 

this emporium I tell myself just to be patient.  It must have 

been like this during the war. 

When the lockdown was first introduced the edict was to 

stay at home.  You could only go out for essential shopping 

and for one hour’s exercise daily.  Elderly, that is over 70, 

and vulnerable people were asked to stay indoors and 

hope neighbours or family would help with the buying food.   

Almost immediately two things happened; all the delivery slots on-line for Sainsbury’s, Tesco, Ocado 

and other food stores, were booked up for weeks ahead and people rushed to stock their fridges, 

freezers and shelves with their favourite items.  The first things to disappear were toilet rolls, pasta, 

tinned tomatoes and baked beans.  None, anywhere!!  Shortly after this there was no flour as everyone 

turned to home baking. 

In addition, hand sanitizers, disinfectants and cleaning products vanished 

within hours.  Shelves just emptied.  Stores limited purchases to two of any 

products.  We were asked to pay by card and not cash so as to minimise 

contact with the till operators.    

Shortly after lockdown a kind note 

appeared through the letterbox asking 

if I would like to join a WhatsApp 

support group in my road.  Within no 

time neighbours were swapping or 

requesting flour, jigsaws, children’s 

colouring books, old duvet covers or 

pillowcases for making scrubs, 20mm buttons for face masks, a 

lawnmower, spare potatoes and even spare toilet rolls!  Unfortunately my phone now pings all day with 

group messages or funny videos. 

But back to today.   As I went shopping yesterday I have a leisurely morning in front of me.  What shall I 

do? 

Twenty minutes spent meditating but my mind keeps wandering.  Then I retrieve my iPad and look up 

the exercises I have been given by George, the physiotherapist from Leatherhead hospital.  I have been 

waiting since December for an appointment for exercises to strengthen my back.  Before Christmas it 

was wretchedly sore forcing me to go upstairs on all fours like a monkey.  At present it is hugely better 

largely thanks to my friend’s ministrations with his two high tech instruments (bio-modulator and bio-

transducer). My improvement is a small miracle.  We might be able to go on holiday again when all this 

is over. 

Exercises.  Just the thought depresses me but George has prepared a handy 

app with my six exercises on it.  Each exercise appears on its page 

demonstrated by a trainer and, at the end, I can input how many times I have 

practised it.  This interaction satisfies me as I feel I am achieving something 

and if he checks up on me after six weeks there are all my entries. 
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Still not time for lunch so I go and sit in the comfy chair in the porch thinking I will read.  We have had 

beautiful sunny weather this week and the porch is warm.  I have hardly sunk into the chair when I 

realise I haven’t checked my WhatsApp or emails today.  Just time before lunch. 

Lunch is slightly disappointing.  In order to improve my health, and lose a couple of pounds, I am 

denying myself sweet things.  No chocolates or biscuits, no crisps or snacks.  No wine.  All those 

pleasures gone. 

As the day is beautiful outside I get my act together and decide I will mend the potato-sized hole in my 

44 year old son’s heavy sweater.  First I watch two videos on YouTube to see how to tackle the 

problem and then I take everything out into the garden.  The task is not easy as the garment is lined 

and therefore everything has to be done from the front.  An hour later the hole is closed with an untidy 

mis-matched patch.  One needs practise with these things! 

I reward myself with quiet time in my pod and a short read.  The ‘pod’ is one of my best buys.  It is a 

hanging seat in which I can gently rock back and forth.  It has ample cushions and is wonderfully 

comfortable.  The sides wrap around me so little wind penetrates and the sun beats down.   

Sitting in my pod all is peaceful around me.  One of the benefits of the 

coronavirus is that there is now little noise from traffic on the M25 as 

we are all in lockdown.  Only the food shops are open.  All pubs and 

restaurants are closed, all groups stopped and gatherings cancelled.  

My choir has ceased indefinitely.  Will we be able to reconvene in time 

for a Christmas concert?  All U3A Study Days are cancelled.  I enjoyed 

these monthly events where we gathered in the Yehudi Menuhin 

school to hear an expert on his specialist subject.  The atmosphere is 

always alive with enthusiastic members of the older generation 

meeting up with friends. Social interaction is so important.  Sometimes 

I volunteer there as a steward. 

In the garden today most noise comes from machines, lawn mowers or 

people cleaning their garden patios or paths.  Occasionally the shouts 

of children bouncing on their trampoline float to me on the wind. 

Even the birds seem to be enjoying the peace, chirping from the trees 

with their newly fledged chicks.  Some people report that animals seem 

tamer too with less hustle and bustle everywhere. 

With the reduction of road traffic the atmosphere is now much less polluted and, as a consequence, 

the night sky is clearer.  Venus has been like a magnificent star in the evening sky.  We were to have 

had a bright comet pass by in the next two weeks but it has broken up.  This has led me to think about 

the events in history where comets have been important.  It is likely that the bright star at the birth of 

Jesus was a comet and nearly 1500 years ago, a piece of the Halley's comet is believed to have hit the 

Earth, setting off a decade-long chain of events that coincides with a plague, thought to be the first 

appearance of the bubonic plague, that rippled through the Byzantine Empire.  The internet tells me 

comets were also seen at the time of the Exodus from Egypt, the murder of Caesar, the Norman 

Conquest, the Black Death, Napoleon’s invasion of Russia, the First World War, the Chernobyl 

disaster and so on. 

At six o’clock I am online for half an hour’s meditation with other Spiritual Companions – people who 

have trained to be a stable presence in the world.  We link up all over the country via Zoom to send 

peace and healing where it is needed.  Perhaps to doctors and nurses in the front line of the 

coronavirus or bereaved families.  There are many such groups coming together at this time with a 

wish to spread vibrations of healing and harmony. 
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Time then for a quick supper.  A Greek vegetarian dish of aubergines, courgettes and tomatoes with a 

cheese and breadcrumb topping left over from yesterday.  Delicious!  I have now been largely 

vegetarian since 1975.  Over the last few years I have begun to eat the occasional free range chicken 

or maybe fish as I feel my body needs something more substantial than only vegetables, nuts and 

pulses.  I don’t fancy eating meat from the larger animals though. 

Eight o’clock and time to clap for the NHS.  There are couple of loud bangs as someone has let off 

fireworks outside and I hurry out with my Tibetan bowl which gives a deep dong, dong, dong, and 

reverberates throughout the vicinity. My neighbours and their children come out with their frying pans 

and wooden spoons.  Down the road we see other neighbours come out of their houses and we all 
wave to each other, keeping 2m apart of course. 

It’s been another slow day.  Now there is no urgency to do anything it is 

more a case of filling the day rather than racing around to accomplish 

everything.  I was a week away from having a decorator come and work on 

my sitting and dining rooms, then the hall, stairs and landing.  All the 

carpets and curtains are ordered, deposits paid, but nothing has happened.  

The decorator tells me that his suppliers are shut and he can’t start.  

Perhaps it’s all for the best as the carpet factory is shut too.  I might have 

had to sit in the kitchen all these weeks amongst a clutter of furniture if I 

had cleared out the other rooms. 

I watch a little TV and read until time for bed.  Lockdown flows easily and I feel happy.  I am fortunately 

to have a comfortable home and my family keep in touch.   

Jacqueline Moore 

Time for us girls    
Author - Pam Ayers 

I'm normally a social girl 

I love to meet my mates 

But lately with the virus here 

We can't go out the gates. 

You see, we are the 'oldies' now 

We need to stay inside 

If they haven't seen us for a while 

They'll think we've upped and died. 

They'll never know the things we did 

Before we got this old 

There wasn't any Facebook 

So not everything was told. 

We may seem sweet old ladies 

Who would never be uncouth 

But we grew up in the 60s - 

If you only knew the truth! 

There was sex and drugs and rock 'n roll 

The pill and miniskirts 

We smoked, we drank, we partied 

And were quite outrageous flirts. 

Then we settled down, got married 

And turned into someone's mum, 

Somebody's wife, then nana, 

Who on earth did we become? 

We didn't mind the change of pace 

Because our lives were full. 

    
 
But to bury us before we're dead 

Is like a red rag to a bull! 

So here you find me stuck inside 

For 4 weeks, maybe more 

I finally found myself again 

Then I had to close the door! 

It didn’t really bother me 

I’d while away the hour 

I’d bake for all the family 

But I've got no flaming flour! 

Now Netflix is just wonderful 

I like a gutsy thriller 

I'm swooning over Idris 

Or some random sexy killer. 

At least I've got a stash of booze 

For when I'm being idle 

There's wine and whisky, even gin 

If I'm feeling suicidal! 

So let's all drink to lockdown 

To recovery and health  

And hope this awful virus 

Doesn't decimate our wealth. 

We'll all get through the crisis 

And be back to join our mates 

Just hoping I'm not far too wide 

To fit through the flaming gates!  
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SUBJECT DAYS AND TIMES GROUP CONTACT TEL: 

Antiques Appreciation 4th Wednesday at 14.30 Anne Cracknell 729792 

Art Painting and Drawing 
Wednesdays at 14.00 to16.30, term times only,  
Ralli Room, APMH 

Simon Ling 813047 

Birdwatching 4th Monday morning Nigel Bond 229125 

Bridge - players 2nd & 4th Fridays.14.00: St Giles Church Hall Martin Goulder 813994 

Bridge - Duplicate Tuesdays: 09.45 to 12.15 with L’head  U3A Brenda Blackwell 720062 

Canasta 2nd Wednesday at 19.30 Mary Chandler 813719 

Canasta 1st Tuesday at 14.00; 3rd Monday at 19.30 Mary Chandler 813719 

Classical Music 1st Wednesday at 10 am Dorothy Whitlock 272597 

Craft 1 2nd Friday at 10.00 at St Giles Church Marion Gale 270239 

Craft 2 4th Wednesday at 10.00 Sandra Harwood 817282 

Creative Writing 2nd Monday at 14.30 Chris Ellis 278324 

Croquet Summer Fridays: Polesden Lacey with L’hd U3A John Kennedy 273561 

Current Affairs 1 2nd Wednesday at 10.00 Bryan Davis 274119 

Current Affairs 2 3rd Monday at 14.30 Kate Weller 279059 

Ethnic Dining Alternate months on 2nd Tuesday Sheila Wadsworth 275880 

Ethnic Dining 2 Various Gill Niblock 272012 

Ethnic Dining 3 4th Wednesday evening every other month Richard Barker 274053 

Exploring London – Walks 4th Thursday Huw Jenkins 278738 

Exploring London – Walks 2 Various Martin O’Donovan 276812 

Exploring London – Walks 3 Various Martin Goulder 813994 

Family History 1 2nd Wednesday at 10.00 Brian Wynn 813223 

Family History 2 1st Wednesday at 10.00 Judith and Bill O’Neill 274346 

French 1 Mondays at 14.30 Rosamond Shannon 813096 

French 2 Thursdays at 10.00 Dorothy Longhurst 272808 

French 3 - Conversation Alternate Mondays at 14.30     

French 4 Alternate Mondays at 14.30 June Moody Stewart 273103 

French 5 Wednesdays at 14.00 Neil Fraser 812572 

French 6 - Conversation Alternate Mondays at 16.30 Maggie Tomkins 272544 

Gardening With Leatherhead U3A 1st Tuesday at 14.30 Brian Levens 275689 

Geology 2nd Tuesday at 10.00 Judith Mansell 877438 

German Wednesdays twice a month at 10.30 Barbara Wheatley 812838 

German Intermediate 2nd & 4th Wednesdays at 10.00 to 11.30 Mary Mee 272661 

Global History 2nd Monday at 10.00 Philippa Morrison 07708 045308 

History 1 1st Monday at 14.00 Mike Brent 372275 

History 2 2nd Monday at 14.00 Janet Mercer 07979 597434 
to be advised 

Latin 4th Tuesday at 14.30 Turid Houston 274797 

Literature 2nd Tuesday at 14.00 Peter Croome 815007 

Local History 3rd Monday at 14.30 Judy Wilson 275371 

London Churches Various. With Leatherhead U3A Mike Bradford 273142 

Luncheon 1 Monthly, various days Anne Wyatt 277093 

Luncheon 2 Monthly, various Audrey David 276871 

Magic for Grandparents Various John Field 275515 

Mah-jong With Bookham U3A: Fridays at 14:00 Pam Sexton 453556 

Members On Their Own (MOTO) Various To be advised   

Music Ensemble 2nd Thursday at 14.00 Turid Houston 274797 

Interest Groups and Contacts 
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SUBJECT DAYS AND TIMES GROUP CONTACT TEL: 

Nordic Walking 4th Mondays Joy Moss 01737 350269 

Opera Appreciation 3rd Thursday at 13.30 Ann Popham 273373 

Philosophy 1 2nd Tuesday at 10.00 Chris Ellis 278324 

Philosophy 2 2nd Thursday at 10.00 to 12.00 Robin Eddleston 372548 

Photography 4th Tuesday at 14.30 David Cook 271468 

Poetry Appreciation 4th Thursday at 14.30 June Moody-Stuart 273103 

Quilting 1st & 3rd Mondays at 14.00 Julie Wynn  813223 

Reading 1 2nd Wednesday at 10.00 Ann Goulder 813994 

Reading 3 4th Tuesday at 14.30 Megan Adey 272143 

Rummikub 3rd Thursday at 19.30 Viv Stone 274684 

Science 3rd Friday at 10.00 Peter Waterhouse 272595 

Scrabble 2 1st Tuesday Suzie Parry 272747 

Short mat bowls Tuesdays at 14.00 at Cobham Mike Bradford 273142 

Singing Contact Barbara Barbara Bolton 01737 213499 

Spanish Improvers Mondays at 11.00 Kay Hartnoll 07711 277734 

Theatre Outings Various Margaret Turnbull 273234 

Walking: Short 1 2nd Tuesday 
Andrea Shrubsole 

or Gill Laver 

270460 

275260 

Walking: Short 2 3rd Wednesday Peter Gillman 272198 

Walking: Short 3 4th Wednesday Grant Moss 01737-350269 

Walking: Medium 1 2nd Monday, 3rd Wednesday, 4th Friday Christine Stansfield 277614 

Walking: Medium 2 2nd Thursday & 4th Friday 
John Kirby 

or Gill Coombes 

276642 

274969 

Walking: Medium 3 2nd & 4th Fridays 
Phil Reeves 

Gill Barraclough 

278093 

07710 952316 

Walking: Medium Easy Pace 4th Monday 
Christine Stansfield 

or Rupert Rea 

277614 

270901 

Walking: Long 3rd Friday Brenda Blackwell 270062 

Wine Appreciation 1 1st Monday at 19.45, St. George’s Jenny Mitchell-Baker 289621 

Wine Appreciation 2 3rd Tuesday at 19.30 Tim Waller 374952 

Wine Appreciation 3 Last Thursday at 20.00 Carey & Joan Fletcher 275425 

Wine Appreciation 4 Various Richard Galpin 272060 

Interest Groups and Contacts 

Groups Co-ordinator  :  Barbara Laird  :  groups@ashteadu3a.org.uk 

Please remember to give 

Barbara any changes of 

dates, times and contacts 

to enable us to keep our 

records up-to-date. 
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Group Activity 

Here we are at our first lunch that 

we have been able to arrange since 

March 2020!   

The Spaghetti Tree at Walton on the 

Hill was an excellent choice by Judy 

Davies and we had a delicious 

meal.  Here's to many more! 

Lesley Miles 

Ethnic Dining 

Wine Club 1 

MOTO 

Photograph taken on a MOTO visit to Painshill Park, 

Cobham 

Unfortunately, unless we can find a leader for MOTO the 

group will be disbanded. 

Please give a thought about organising trips or visits that 

Members on Their Own will enjoy. 

Penny Weaver 

Our very first meeting 

following lockdown! 

Held in the Café at St. 

George’s Church, we 

arranged our seating in 

as safe and social-

distancing way possible. 

Our hosts, Barbara and 

Megan, presented us 

with a very entertaining 

‘blind taste test’ - suffice 

to say, we could all tell 

whether it was red or 

white!!  

Pat Anderson 
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Location: Various starting points within 30-minute drive from Ashtead 
Frequency: Twice Monthly: 2nd and 4th Fridays   Time: 09:30 or 10.00 hrs 

We organise a regular, twice monthly programme of morning, country walks in the beautiful Surrey 
Countryside.  Walks are typically 5-6½ miles long, take between 2-3 hours to complete and generally 
follow established paths. We endeavour to keep up a reasonable walking pace, some walks are hilly 
and may include a few stiles.  

Walking in the open countryside is a fantastic, safe way of keeping fit, so the Group was desperate to 
get started again once the Covid lockdown was relaxed.  Initially we were forced to ban car sharing and 
split walks into multiple sub-groups of six but since June we have been able to gradually relax 
restrictions whilst still ensuring reasonable safe distancing and Covid safety. 

In recent months we have arranged local walks on Ashtead Common, Princes Coverts, Langley Vale 
Centenary Wood, Headley and Norbury Park in addition to North Downs walks taking in Colley and 
Buckland Hills, Wotton Hatch, Friday Street, Abinger, East Clandon, West Hanger, Peaslake, Holmbury 
St Mary and Holmbury Hill. 

Members are encouraged to lead walks once or twice a year, less onerous than it sounds as there is a 
wealth of fantastic, pre-prepared walks published by Fancy Free, various books plus the walking apps 
and there is always someone available in the Group to guide and advise. 

All you need to join are walking boots, waterproofs, adequate warm clothing and a drink. 
Phil Reeves 

Walking – Medium 3  

My husband Bill and I are joint coordinators of Family History Group 2. 
We  have both have been researching our own families for many years. We 
started this group in early 2016. 

All of our group members are active researchers of their families histories. 
We all have different levels of expertise and years of experience but all are 
enthusiastic about their own and the research of others. Most of our original 
group are still with us and we have gathered a few more members along 
the way. Over the years we have learnt much about each others forbears 
and been introduced to many different areas of interest.  

Our approach in our monthly meetings is to give each member airtime to talk about their recent 
researches, discoveries, brick-walls and tips. We share expertise and love the challenge of someone 
else's brick-wall. We have many unexpected successes with this approach.  We have limited our group 
size to a maximum of 12 so that everyone can have some airspace at each meeting, whether we meet in 
person over our kitchen table or on a Zoom call as we have done since April 2020 with great success. 
Zoom calls have been a positive for our meetings and we have been able to share more of our research 
than when face to face. Going forward we plan to continue meetings via Zoom, as well as in person when 
we want a real 'show and tell' session.   

Judith O’Neill 

Family History Group 2 
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Art (Painting and Drawing)  

The Art (Painting and Drawing) Group is now meeting regularly in 

the normal way in the Ralli Room at the Peace Memorial Hall. We 

have about 20 members of whom about 12 to 15 or so are present 

each week; we paint mostly in watercolour although a few of us use 

acrylics or pastels.  Most of us have been painting for some time but 

a number had done very little before joining us.  We do not have a 

tutor although sometimes ask a professional artist to give us a 

demonstration; anybody needing advice can quickly find somebody 

else in the group who can help!  We have a tea break during the afternoon, organised on a rota basis, 

which members feel is a very important part of our meetings – involving plenty of chat and admiring 

each other’s work as well as drinking tea.  From time to time we have organised exhibitions of our 

paintings, once in conjunction with the other craft groups, but we have not done so of course for quite a 

while now – maybe it’s time for another!  

We had to stop our meetings when lockdown began eighteen months or so ago and some of us tried to 

keep up the painting on a Wednesday afternoon if we had room at home; it was not the same at all, so 

we restarted our get-togethers as soon as we could.  The APMH Trustees were kind enough to let us 

use the main hall (which would otherwise have been empty) so we could sit at a generous and more 

than social distance from each other. We did this whenever it was permitted until September this year, 

when we returned to our usual room. As often as not we are finding that there is an activity in the main 

hall at the same time as our meetings now. 

We limit our numbers to 20, which is the maximum we feel we can comfortably get in the Ralli Room in 

the way in which we have it laid out.  As not everybody can come every week we can probably take one 

or two more members if anybody is interested.   

Simon J. Ling  :  01372 813047  :  07799 694716 

Our group meets weekly in a member's house 
on Mondays from 11:00 to 12:00 (or on Zoom 
or in a garden!). Each week one of the group 
leads the session using a Spanish language 
learner magazine article, a press article, a 
podcast, a story or a textbook to provide a 
topic for the session.  

Kay Hartnoll 07711 27773 

Spanish Improvers 

The membership of the Science Group is open to all who have an 
interest in Science and Technology matters. It meets on a monthly 
basis to discuss science and/or technology of current interest to its 
members. 

Either one member takes the lead on a topic or there is a general 
discussion about a topic. Over the past few months topics have 
included Climate Change, Covid 19, driver-less cars, 5G networks, 
traditional gravity (not quantum gravity), and storage of electricity. 

Peter Waterhouse 01372 272595 

Science 
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Monthly Meetings 

Members meet on the first Thursday of each month at 2.30 pm in Ashtead Peace Memorial Hall.   

We would request that members do not arrive for the meetings before 2.00 p.m.  Social committee members 

need to use  the time to organise their paperwork and tickets and are not always able to attend to members’ 

requests or record attendance before this time.  The Hall is booked out to us from 2.00 p.m. and not before.  

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Thursday 

2nd December 

AGM followed by ‘A Celebration of Life’ - Poetry 

Presented by Clive Woodward 

2022  

Thursday 

13th January 

‘Black Teeth & Dirty Fingernails’ - The Great Unwashed of Victorian London. 

Presented by David Allen 

Thursday 

3rd February 

Notable Water Colourists of the 20th Century 

Presented by Mark Lewis 

Thursday 

3rd March 

‘Sir Christopher Wren’ 

Presented by Ian Bevan 

Thursday  

7th April 

‘Climate Change, Energy Use & Peak Oil’ - Three sides of a triangle 

Presented by Colin Summerhayes 

At the time of writing, cases of Covid 19 are on the increase and many members are, understandably, 

reluctant to gather in large groups indoors.  Considering this, and to ensure the safety of members, the 

Social Committee has decided against organising a Christmas Lunch this year.   

There are no visits planned for the next few months; the Social Committee is hoping to go ahead with a 

visits programme for Spring 2022 

Further details will be posted on the notice boards and announced at future meetings. 

Social Events 

Social Committee Contacts : 

Beryl McLaughlin : mclaughlin23@talktalk.net       Rob Eccleshall : robec88@hotmail.com  

Jennie Pilfold : jenniepilfold@hotmail.com             Chris Cumming : chriscumming4@gmail.com 

mailto:mclaughlin23@talktalk.net
mailto:robec88@hotmail.com
mailto:jenniepilfold@hotmail.com
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Penny Weaver Chairman 278699 Pam Ventham-Smith Minutes Secretary 277154 

Tim Collett Vice Chairman 272006 Anthea Parker Membership Secretary 273690 

Philippa Morrison Secretary 
07708 

045308 
Kathy Lewis Speakers’ Secretary 273363 

Anne Letheren Treasurer 275372 Barbara Laird Groups Co-ordinator 273368 
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Ashtead U3A is Registered Charity Number 1128291 

Editor: Pat Anderson  :    email:  pat@glasstower.co.uk 

Surrey U3A Network - Study Days 

After an eighteen-month gap the study days will re-open in September. We will be following the same COVID-

secure arrangements as for the current Summer Festival being run by the Menuhin School through June and 

July.  

Friday Nov. 19th 

The Development of British Style + Desert Island Antiques + Life on the Antiques Roadshow. 

Presented by Paul Atterbury, well-known BBC Television expert on antiques. 

Places are available in the hall or for on-line viewing . 

Study Days are open to members of all U3As in Surrey and the surrounding area.  They are held in the Menuhin 

Hall at Stoke d’Abernon.  Registration is from 9.30 am. and the day concludes at 4.00 p.m.  The fee, including 

coffee/tea and biscuits is £10 and £12 for non-members.  Attendees should bring a packed lunch.  Prior booking 

is necessary. 

Booking forms and future event dates may be picked up at one of our monthly meetings or 

downloaded from the Events pages on the Surrey U3A Network website www.u3asites.org.uk/

surreyu3anetwork/events 

Accessing our website and access to the Members Restricted Area.   

 Access to the Main Web Site: 

Either type https://u3asites.org.uk/ashtead/home 

OR  use your web browser (e.g. GOOGLE) and type Ashtead U3A, click on one of the answers that comes up, 
e.g. Ashtead U3A Home. Either way will get you to the Home page. From here you can navigate through all of the 
pages. 

 Access to Members Restricted Area: 

Parts of the web site contain restricted content, e.g. members’ names, addresses, phone numbers and/or email 
addresses which are available to Ashtead U3A members only.  When you click on any item (especially in the 
Members Area) a window will appear asking for User Name and Password.  Complete as follows: 

User Name: AshteadMembers  

Password: U3AinASHTEAD   

Your computer may ask if you would like to save the information; if you agree to this, in future you will be able to 
log straight on with one click. 

 

Chris Ellis :  webmaster@ashteadu3a.org.uk 
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