
SEATON DELAVAL HALL was built in 1718-29 and its architect was 
Sir John Vanburgh. The hall was not completed until three years after his 
death. 
 
Vanburgh was a soldier and a playwright before he tried his hand at archi-
tecture, starting with Castle Howard and then, in 1705, Blenheim Palace. 
At both of these buildings, he was assisted by the architect Nicholas 
Hawksmoor. Seaton Delaval, his last major work, seems, however, to be 
all his own. 
 
The Delavals were a prominent Northumberland family but, by the begin-
ning of the eighteenth century, the owner of Seaton Delaval was forced to 
sell the estate. In 1717 it was bought by a distant relative (third cousin 
once removed), Admiral George Delaval. It was this Delaval who asked 
Vanburgh to design the Hall. Like Vanburgh, he did not live to see his 
completed building. He died in 1723 after falling from his horse in the 
hall grounds. The place of his fall used to be marked by an obelisk; only 
the base now remains. The estate passed to his nephew who had already 
inherited Ford Castle from his mother. He took the name of Blake-Delaval and he had a large family (eight 
sons and five daughters). It was around these that the legends of ’gay Delavals’ have grown. When the last 
male Delaval heir died in 1808, the estate passed to the son of  Rhoda Delaval and Sir Edward Astley. It 
was his son who became the 16th Lord Hastings and his descendant the 23rd Lord Hastings who transferred 
the property to the National Trust. 
 
Vanburgh wanted his buildings to be ‘masculine’ and have ‘something of the Castle air’. Seaton Delaval 
meets his aim with a sombre Baroque building that conveys the massiveness of a medieval fortress. It  is 
quite unlike any other building in England or anywhere else. As Sir John Summerson says: ‘the different 
elements are worked together with complete disregard for convention and a magical eye for sheer effect. 
The result is superb, a breathtaking exaggeration’. 
 
The building consists of a central hall and two wings. The east wing is the stables and, before the National 
Trust took over, the west wing was the family home. There was a disastrous fire in 1822 and it is only now 
that full restoration work is being carried out. For some 50 years after the fire, the building had no roof. It 
was also further damaged by troops in both World Wars. This means that we will not be able to see some 
parts that are normally open but also see some of the structure that will cannot usually be seen. 
 
The gardens were restored in the 1960s and within them can be found the Church of Our Lady. It dates from 
the first half of the 12th century.  
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Timetable: 
 
9.25 am  Depart from Alnwick  
   (Playhouse first then Leisure                       
   Centre bus stop) 
10.15 am  Arrive at Seaton Delaval Hall 
12.15 pm  Depart from Seaton Delaval 
12.35 pm  Arrive at Tynemouth 
  Tynemouth offers many options for lunch 
2.30 pm  Visit to Tynemouth Priory and Castle. 
   Meet at entrance. 
4 pm    Leave Tynemouth 
5 pm   Arrive back at Alnwick 



TYNEMOUTH PRIORY AND CASTLE can be divided into three parts. In the order in which we will  
see them, they are Castle, Priory and 20th century coastal battery, plus coastguard station, which is not 
open. 
 
In medieval times, there was a continuous wall around the headland. All that is to be seen now are the foun-
dations of Whitley Tower, which was originally more than 3 storeys high, some walling and the gatehouse. 
In the 14th century, Edward III considered Tynemouth one of the strongest castles in the north. But Scottish 
raids and nature means there are no remains of the earlier middle ages. The gatehouse was built at the begin-
ning of the 15th century and was probably copied from the 100 year older one at Alnwick. It remains 3 sto-
reys high. 
 
There was a seventh century monastery at Tynemouth but it was plundered by the Danes in 800 and de-
stroyed in 875. It was re-founded as a Benedictine Priory, dependent on St Albans, in 1085. This depend-
ence on St Albans rather than Durham was originally due to a quarrel between the Earl of Northumbria and 
Bishop of Durham. Arguments between the Bishop and the Priory continued until the dissolution in 1539.  
 
The earliest remains are of 1090-1140 and consist of the nave walls and the Monk’s dormitory. The quire, 
of which there are now no remains, must have been complete to receive the relics of St Oswin in 1110. The 
priory was also the burial place of the Scottish King Malcolm III who was killed at Alnwick in 1093. His 
body was subsequently moved to Dunfermline Abbey. The presbytery, which includes the tall east and 
south wall (below left), was built in 1195-1220. The west end of the nave, the chapter house and the prior’s 
lodging followed in the next 30 years. The Percy chantry on the east end of the presbytery was added in the 
15th century - at the same time as the gatehouse.  
 
The coastal defences were first used during the 18th and 19th century and these were substantially altered in 
1902-3. They were used during both world wars with more up-to-date guns as required. 


