
A Message from the Chair
Hello everyone

Well, here we are again. It seems like only yesterday that I wrote my message
for the April Newsletter. Who knows where the time goes, as Sandy Denny once
sang.

We have been enjoying a period of good weather (we will draw a veil over
Coronation Day), and we are moving into the period when Group trips are taking
place. We had the Art Appreciation trip to Carlisle (which I went on and
thoroughly enjoyed), and the Architecture trip which is documented in this
Newsletter, to name but two. There are other trips to come over the Summer; if
you get a chance, go on one – I guarantee you will enjoy it!

Trevor Robinson
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Monthly Meeting – 18th May - contd

Maureen Sayers and Trevor Robinson – photos courtesy Andy Griffin 
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Special General Meeting (SGM) – 18th May 2023

In the April Newsletter, I set out the reasons why it was necessary to
increase our Annual Subscriptions for 2023-4 (i.e. the Subs we will ask
you to pay this coming September). In summary, costs for heating are
increasing and we knew that this would also apply to the owners of St
Michaels Hall (St Michaels PCC). They want to increase our rent from
£3000 to £3600 from September 2023, an increase that we cannot
sustainably absorb without increasing our Annual Subscription.

Your Committee proposed to the SGM that for the year 2023-4 our
Annual Subscription be raised from £24 to £27, payable in September
2023. This was agreed by the Meeting.

George Ellames, Treasurer

Corny Jokes (courtesy of Shelley Willis)

Where do sharks go for their holidays ? Finland

Found a message in a bottle on the beach today. It said No Milk Today !

Wife: Where do you want to go on holiday this year ?  Husband: I want to go 
somewhere I've never been before.  Wife: Well, how about the kitchen

My son came to visit for the summer holiday. That's nice, did you meet him at 
the train station  No, I've known him for years !

X Factor:- The original Roman sun cream

Father: I bought you this handbag while on holiday in Iraq  Daughter: Thanks 
for the Baghdad

Why don't aliens visit our planet ? Terrible ratings - only one star !

I went on a once-in-a-lifetime holiday last year.  Never again !
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June 15th Dinah Iredale - “Bondagers” - The forgotten workers of
Northumberland and the Borders
July 20th Sarah Winlow - Officer with Northumberland 
Coast AONB
“How climate change is affecting our coast".
Sept 21st Professor Brian Ward, American Studies, Northumbria
University - “Transatlantic Blues: 60’s N.E. Music Scene & the
Civil Rights Movement”
Oct 19th Edward Cartner, Published Author - “Amusing tales
from the R.A.F.”
Nov 15th Sam Stephenson, Senior Coastguard, Seahouses - “The
work of the Coast Guard”
Dec 14th Martin Shingler, Senior Lecturer in Radio and Film
Studies, University of Sunderland - “Diana Dors: Film Star, Actor
and Paperback Writer”
Note that the December date is one week earlier than normal, 
due to hall availability.  The Christmas Social will also take place 
on that day.
Also note that the July speaker has replaced the previous 
possible outing

Remaining Monthly Meetings in 2023

Feedback & contributions are very welcome!
Please send any comments on this newsletter, suggestions for
improvement and contributions for future editions to:

Newsletter.Alnwick.u3a@gmail.com

The next newsletter will be published on 4th September, and the
contributions deadline is 1st September

mailto:Newsletter.Alnwick.u3a@gmail.com
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June Photos
Cragside Flowers - taken by Trevor Robinson

Wellbeing  Event at 
Alnwick Garden – 11th May

Carollyn McDonald, 
Maureen Sayers and Trevor 
Robinson attended this 
event to showcase Alnwick 
u3a.  We had quite a few 
visitors to our stand, and 
many were interested in 
what we do.  We also 
networked with the other 
stands.  We will be invited 
to do this again later this 
year.
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Quiz
(Courtesy of Shelley Willis)

1 16 O in the P
2 12 S of the Z
3 32 P on a C B
4 29 D in F in a L Y
5 12 D of C
6 77 S S
7 21 K of the D
8 100 C in a E
9 9 L of a C

10 30 D H S
11 50 W to L Y L
12 360 D in a C
13 1000 W in a K
14 3 C in a F
15 13 U for S
16 1440 M in a D
17 101 D
18 240 O P in a P
19 54 C in a P ( with Js )
20 100 C in a E

Complete the following (Example 7 W of the
W is 7 Wonders of the World)
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Odds and Ends

The population of the planet Zog was all but wiped out by
a plague caused by ticks living on the mouths of alpacas.
The survivors now live in a post-alpaca-lip-tick wasteland.

1st person – what do 
you know about 
atoms?
2nd person – very little
1st person – besides 
that

In 1916, Einstein
finally published his
theory…and it was
about time, too!

Two cowboys were lost in
the desert and starving.
Finally they saw a tree in
the distance, draped in
bacon. “Look!” said one
cowboy, “it’s a bacon tree,
we’re saved!”. He ran to the
tree but was shot down in a
hail of bullets. With his
dying breath, he said “It’s
not a bacon tree, it’s a ham-
bush.”

Cowboys in the old west used
to hang lanterns on their
saddles at night to help them
find their way home. This
was an early form of saddle
light navigation

The man who
invented the Ferris
Wheel never met the
man who invented
the Merry-go-round.
They moved in
different circles.
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Your Committee Members
This is a feature where Committee members say a bit about themselves.
This month it is George Ellames, our Treasurer, and co-leader of the
Archaeology Group.

What did I do before I retired? From 1986 to 2013 I was Head of
Chemistry at what is currently Quotient in Alnwick, but in my day
was first Sterling, then Sanofi, then Sanofi-Synthelabo, then Sanofi-
Aventis and finally Covance. I was originally recruited to start a
Medicinal Chemistry Department but, very soon after I joined,
Sterling was bought by Kodak, who didn’t want this. They needed a
Radioisotope Chemistry team and so, to keep us employed, I rather
exaggerated my knowledge of this area (well it was greater than
theirs!) and this became our role.

Drug companies must know not just what a drug does to a human
but also what the human does to the drug. The human turns it into
other things (metabolites) which might contribute to the desired
effect, have no effect, or be toxic. They find out what these other
things are by having synthetic chemists (us) make a version of the
drug in which one of the carbon atoms is replaced with a
radiocarbon atom. When you give this radiolabelled drug to
volunteers you know that everything radiolabelled coming out “the
other end” must originate from the radiolabelled drug. You can’t
just add this radiocarbon to the periphery of the molecule as it
might too easily be removed, so you need to bury it in the core of
the molecule. This can be difficult, requiring the design of
completely new syntheses. This was our role.

Radioactivity understandably scares people, but the quantities we
used meant that anyone working in our labs (unless they chose to
eat what they were working with!) was exposed to less radiation in
a year than you would be if you took two transatlantic flights. This
meant I slept at night!
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Science Group Outings
In the previous Newsletter I mentioned two possible Science Group 
outings this year: a trip to Kielder Observatory probably in October, 
and a visit to Rock Distillery in August.
You do not have to be a Science Group attendee to go on either 
trip.  No interest yet, so I thought I would give it one more go.  
If you are interested in either or both of these outings, email me 
using the Bluebird clickable link on the Science Group website 
page.
Trevor Robinson – Science Group Leader

I am aiming to set up a new Guitar Group.  It will meet every 
second Thursday at 2pm in the small hall at St Michael’s.  The 
Group will start on 14th September, if we get enough interest.

The aim is for people to play their guitar (at any standard) in any 
chosen style (pop, rock, folk, jazz, classical etc), and share 
techniques and tricks.  Lessons will be given to beginners if 
needed.

I have no thoughts at the moment about group playing (like the 
Ukulele Group do), but in time anything is possible!

If you are interested on giving this a go, contact me directly on 
the clickable Bluebird link at the top right of the Guitar Group 
page on the website.

Trevor Robinson

New Guitar Group
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End Piece

The cuckoo's call is late
Yet cow parsley proliferates
And summer lingers at the gate
Where fields of barley and wheat wait

Mary Atkinson

Quiz Answers 

1 16 Ounces in the Pound
2 12 Signs of the Zodiac
3 32 Pieces on a Chess Board
4 29 Days in February in a Leap Year
5 12 Days of Christmas
6 77 Sunset Strip
7 21 Key of the Door
8 100 Cents in a Euro
9 9 Lives of a Cat

10 30 Days Have September
11 50 Ways to Leave Your Lover
12 360 Degrees in a Circle
13 1000 Watts in a Kilowatt
14 3 Coins in a Fountain
15 13 Unlucky for Some
16 1440 Minutes in a Day
17 101 Dalmatians
18 240 Old pence Pence in a Pound
19 54 Cards in a Pack ( with Jokers )
20 100 Cents in a Euro


