
A Message from the Chair
Hello everyone
I know this is a month late, but happy New Year to you all.  It is a bit 
early for spring, but snowdrops are beginning to show in front of my 
house, so I have photographed them for the background picture on this 
page.
At the time of writing, the strong winds we have had are beginning to 
drop, so maybe spring is approaching.  We have a good programme of 
monthly meetings, and the Group activities are well underway after the 
Christmas and New Year break, so please do keep up your regular 
activities and perhaps try some new ones.  We currently have 29 
Groups, so there is an awful lot on offer!
Trevor Robinson
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Christmas Social

Tom’s Tales
A Vicars wife walked into the kitchen one day to find her 
husband stalking around with a fly swatter.   
"What are you doing? she asked. 
"Hunting flies," he replied 
"Oh, getting any?"  
"Yes," he said  "Three males and a female."
"How can you tell them apart?" she asked. 
"Three were on a beer can and the other was on the phone."

Finally, a big thank you to Meryl McConnell and Elaine 
Foreman for their splendid table top decorations.
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Monthly Meetings in 2024
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Trevor Robinson Chair (and Newsletter Editor)      

chair.u3a.alnwick@gmail.com

Carollyn McDonald Vice Chair

Maureen Sayers Secretary

secretary.alnwick.u3a@gmail.com

George Ellames Treasurer    

Pat Ashton Membership Secretary 

membership.alnwick.u3a@gmail.com

Anne McMillan Groups Coordinator

groups.alnwick.u3a@gmail.com

Kathy Platt Speaker Secretary

Mary Brazier Facebook Secretary 

Shelley Willis Member

The Committee members are elected annually at the Annual 
General Meeting, which is usually held in October.  The 
current Committee members were elected at the AGM held 
on 19th October 2023, except Mary Brazier, who was co-
opted at the Committee meeting on 8th January 2024.  

The next AGM will take place on 17th October 2024.

Committee Members 2023/24
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February Photos
Flowers by Alan Sayers
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General Knowledge Quiz

1 Who wrote Chitty-Chitty-Bang-Bang: The Magical Car?
2 In which part of your body would you find the cruciate ligament?
3 What is the name of the main antagonist in the Shakespeare play 

Othello?
4 When was the movie the Titanic released?
5 What element is denoted by the chemical symbol Sn in the 

periodic table?
6 How many of Henry VIII's wives were called Catherine?
7 What was the most popular girls name in the UK in 2021?
8 What is the name of the 1976 film about the Watergate scandal, 

starring Robert Redford and Dustin Hoffman?
9 Which comedian was the second permanent host of Never Mind 

the Buzzcocks after Mark Lamarr?
10 What is the capital of Finland?
11 Which popular video game franchise has released games with the 

subtitles World At War and Black Ops?
12 In what US state is the city Nashville?
13 Which rock band was founded by Trent Reznor in 1988?
14 What is the currency of Denmark?
15 Which Tennis Grand Slam is played on a clay surface?
16 In which European country would you find the Rijksmuseum?
17 How many films have Al Pacino and Robert De Niro appeared in 

together?
18 What was the name for a Snickers bar before it changed in 1990?
19 Who was the Japanese head of state during the WW2
20 What is the smallest planet in our solar system?
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Odds and Ends

Hmmm, I tried to take a picture of myself in the shower, but 
it’s too blurry.  I think I have selfie steam issues.

I’ve often wondered if 
deers are left-handed 
or right-handed.  I’ve 
now come to the 
conclusion that they 
are Bambidextrous

Just opened a tin of 
alphabetti spaghetti 
and noticed a warning 
that said “This tin may 
contain N   U   T   S”.

Why do they have signs in 
hospital car parks that say 
“thieves operate here”?  I’d 
feel much safer with a 
surgeon.

Someone ripped the pages 
out of both ends of my 
dictionary today.  It just goes 
from bad to worse.

Who else remembers 
when they had a 
“left knee” and a 
“right knee”, instead 
of a “good one” and 
a “bad one”?

I went to see my doctor and told him about my fears of 
large green spaces where people and dogs roam.  He said 
it’s a common condition.

My friend told me that his 
kids refuse to eat fish, and he 
asked me what might be a 
good replacement.  I said 
cats.  Cats love fish.
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Crossword – courtesy of Alan Sayers
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Photos of Alnwick Garden Lights
Taken by Trevor Robinson on New Year’s Eve
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End Piece

Winter
Renewal time
When the greyness dissolves
With the emergence of the white
Snowdrop
            
           Mary Atkinson

Quiz Answers 

Crossword Answers 

1 Ian Fleming 11 Call of Duty
2 Knee 12 Tennessee
3 Iago 13 Nine Inch Nails
4 Tin 14 Krone
5 1997 15 The French Open (Roland Garros)
6 3 16 Netherlands
7 Olivia 17 Four (The Godfather Part 2, Heat, Righteous Kill, 

The Irishman)
8 All the President's Men 18 Marathon
9 Simon Amstell 19 Emperor Hirohito

10 Helsinki 20 Mercury


