
A Message from the Chair
Hello everyone
It seems a bit daft to say this because I’m about five weeks too late, but
anyway, Happy New Year! A new year, a new group. Our Food Group
starts in March, and there is a trailer in this edition. It looks interesting,
and I’ve already signed up. That is the beauty and joy of u3a – the wide
range of different activities and interests to get involved with. So why
not widen your horizons this year, and try another group as well as the
ones you regularly attend? You never know, you might find a subject
that you really enjoy!
Trevor Robinson
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December Monthly Meeting – contd
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December Monthly Meeting – contd

The meeting also included our Christmas Social.
Unfortunately, your editor didn’t take any photos of
everyone enjoying themselves (the mulled wine was
especially popular). However, here are photos of some
of your Committee members, and Jessica, in action.
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January Monthly Meeting – contd
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Feb 16th - Louise Percival - “Traditional Chinese Medicine in the Modern World” - Is
there still a place for it?

Mar 16th 2023 Tom Allen - “The Early Northern Railways” - Exploring the railways of
old in the North

Apr 20th Maria Chester - “The Art of Bonampak” - Learn about the culture of the
Mayans from their art

May 18th Andy Griffin - “Cuthbert Collingwood” - The Northumbrian who saved the
Nation

June 15th Dinah Iredale - “Bondagers” - The forgotten workers of Northumberland and
the Borders

July 20th Possible Summer Outing

Sept 21st Professor Brian Ward, American Studies, Northumbria University -
“Transatlantic Blues: 60’s N.E. Music Scene & the Civil Rights Movement”

Oct 19th Edward Cartner, Published Author - “Amusing tales from the R.A.F.”

Nov 15th Sam Stephenson, Senior Coastguard, Seahouses - “The work of the Coast
Guard”

Dec 14th Martin Shingler, Senior Lecturer in Radio and Film Studies, University of
Sunderland - “Diana Dors: Film Star, Actor and Paperback Writer”

Note that the December date is one week earlier than normal, due to hall availability.  
The Christmas Social will also take place on that day.

Monthly Meetings in 2023

Tom’s Tales
1) A mate of mine recently admitted to being addicted to brake fluid. When I quizzed
him on it he reckoned he could stop any time.

2)My daughter asked me for a pet spider, so I went to the local pet shop and they were
£70! Blow that, I thought, I can get one cheaper off the web.

3) I was at an ATM yesterday when a little old lady asked if I could check her balance, so
I pushed her over.

Tom Burroughs
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February Photos
This month’s theme is Street Art - all photos taken by Alan Sayers.

Sand Sculpture, Turin

Wall Art Saluzzo, Italy

Street Sculpture, Melbourne

Luberon Village, France,

Subway wall in Trier, Germany

Window Shutters, Prague
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Quiz

1 What colour are the seats in the House of Commons?
2 What colour is found on 75% of the world’s flags?
3 What is the name of Wendy’s dog in Peter Pan?
4 What year was Heinz established?
5 Which seaside is home to the longest pier in the UK?
6 What year did Elvis die?
7 Which new British military force was established in 1918?
8 In which English seaside town was ‘Fawlty Towers’ set?
9 Who discovered Penicillin?

10 What is the most spoken language in the world?
11 What is the name of the headteacher in Roald Dahl's Matilda?
12 In what year was the Chernobyl disaster?
13 What colour is a giraffe's tongue?
14 In the film “The Lion King”, what kind of animal is Timon?
15 Who plays Tommy Shelby in Peaky Blinders?
16 How many legs does a lobster have?
17 In which century did Leonardo da Vinci paint The Last Supper?
18 How many Academy Awards did 1994 film Forest Gump win?
19 Hamlet was the Prince of which country?
20 Which French artist was best known for his paintings of ballet dancers?
21 In a decathlon,, how many events are held on a running track?
22 Which TV detective lives in the village of St Mary Mead?
23 Which Queen of England had the name "Bloody Mary"?
24 Gary and Martin Kemp were in what band?
25 Which UK act won the Eurovision Song Contest in 1981?
26 What is the name of the final book in the Harry Potter series?
27 Which sign of the Zodiac is represented by the Scales?
28 Who is the voice of Shrek?
29 How many teeth does an adult human have?
30 What famous man became president of his country after 18 years in prison?
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A New Group

At the January Monthly meeting we asked for interest in a new group –
FOOD – and a number of people said they would like to attend.

It will be a member-led group where each third Wednesday at 10am in St
Michaels Hall you’ll be able to remember and share different food related
themes. Most group members will be able to take turns to contribute at
meetings. I hope this will involve lots of laughing as well as learning, not
least getting to know each other. The first theme is “your oldest kitchen
utensil” – please bring it if it is easy to carry!

Details are now on the website. The initial schedule of meetings is (subject
to change) :

Carollyn McDonald – Group Leader

15th March Introduction plus bring your oldest utensil
19th April Read your favourite recipe from your oldest recipe book
17th May Share stories from meals out
21st June Food surprises on holiday
19th July Bring or talk about your newest kitchen gadget

No Meeting in August

20th September Favourite TV food/cooking programme
18th October Favourite regional food
15th November Tricks and hacks in the kitchen
20th December ? Review, planning 2024 topics. Share Christmas food 

traditions

Feedback & contributions are very welcome!
Please send any comments on this newsletter, suggestions for
improvement and contributions for future editions to:

Newsletter.Alnwick.u3a@gmail.com

The next newsletter will be published on 6th March, and the
contributions deadline is 3rd March.

mailto:Newsletter.Alnwick.u3a@gmail.com
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Odds and Ends

Father speaking to his son – “I still remember what my
grandfather said just before he kicked the bucket”.
His son asks “What did he say Dad?”
Father replies “He said, I wonder how far I can kick this
bucket?”

1st person – I’ve got a
half-brother
2nd person – Different
mother?
1st person – No, shark
attack

I have the body of an 
18-year-old. I keep it 
in the freezer.

A couple in a restaurant ask a
waitress:

“We don’t eat dairy, eggs,
meat, soy, gluten or nuts,
so what do you
recommend we get?”

The waitress replies:
“A taxi.”

I was once so broke, I 
couldn’t afford to pay my 
electricity bill.

Those were the darkest days 
of my life.

My teacher told me
not to worry about
spelling because in
the future there will
be autocorrect. And
for that I am eternally
grapefruit.
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Crossword
(courtesy of Maureen and Alan Sayers)
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Trevor Robinson Chair (and Newsletter Editor)      

chair.u3a.alnwick@gmail.com

Carollyn McDonald Vice Chair

Maureen Sayers Secretary

secretary.alnwick.u3a@gmail.com

George Ellames Treasurer    

Pat Ashton Membership Secretary 

membership.alnwick.u3a@gmail.com

Anne McMillan Groups Coordinator

groups.alnwick.u3a@gmail.com

Kathy Platt Speaker Secretary

Anthea Jackson Co-opted Member

Committee Members Update
Since the AGM last October, Jeanette Wilkinson has resigned from
the Committee. Anthea Jackson became a co-opted Member at
the Committee meeting on 3rd January 2023.

The next AGM will take place on 19th October 2023.
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Thank you first of all for the welcome I found last year
when, newly retired, I joined Alnwick u3a. I’ve been able to
fulfil a long held ambition to be in a book club and be
pretty sure I will have read the book in a month! I’m
reading a Hilary Mantel book where Cromwell describes
himself as having different lives covering careers,
relationships and locations where he has lived. I liked this
approach, and for me there have been so many ‘lives’ to
describe it got me reflecting. After a career in Personnel
Management I ran my own business, returning to Human
Resources/Training and Development and Organisational
Change. What contrasting sectors:- Poultry Processing,
General Practice, Chiropody, Housing Associations, Plastic
Extrusion, Local Authorities, and Job Clubs. This home is
the 30th I have lived in, in 13 different States and Counties.
The last paid role I retired from was as a vicar in the Church
of England, serving 5 rural parishes in Derbyshire, while
contributing to national and regional support for people
called to serve in the church. This year I’ve found
opportunities to volunteer, to serve, to have fun and to
enjoy creativity in crafts; I am again ‘reinvented’ as myself,
in a new season or ‘life’, feeling very blessed, and looking
forward to what might come next. And to my surprise, on
the committee of your u3a as well!

Your Committee Members

This is a new feature where Committee members can say a bit
about themselves. First up is Carollyn McDonald, our Vice
Chair.
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End Piece

Leaves rust on damp earth while 
Winter waits for frost

Trees dream of Spring while
Snowdrops lighten the darkness

Mary Atkinson

Quiz Answers 

1 Green 16 Eight
2 Red 17 Fifteenth century
3 Nana 18 Six
4 1869 19 Denmark
5 Southend-on-Sea 20 Edgar Degas
6 1977 21 Four
7 RAF 22 Miss Marple
8 Torquay 23 Mary I
9 Alexander Fleming 24 Spandau Ballet

10 Mandarin 25 Bucks Fizz
11 Miss Trunchbull 26 Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows
12 1986 27 Libra
13 Blue 28 Mike Myers
14 Meerkat 29 32
15 Cillian Murphy 30 Nelson Mandela

Crossword Answers 


