
A Message from the Chair
Hello everyone
The next newsletter after the November edition was due to be 
published in January, but that would have meant missing Christmas.  So 
here is a cheeky little Christmas edition.  This is what we did last year.  I 
would like to get into the pattern of an edition every two months, 
starting in February.  So, in theory, we will in future always have a 
Christmas themed newsletter in December.
Please do look at the item about our Christmas social on 14th December 
– see page 4.  Whether or not we see you on the 14th, we hope you all 
have a great Christmas and a happy New Year.  

Trevor Robinson
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December Monthly Meeting
 Dec 14th “Diana Dors: Film Star, Actor and Paperback Writer”

Presented by Martin Shingler
Senior Lecturer in Radio and Film Studies

University of Sunderland

Christmas Social

The Christmas Social will follow on after the December 
speaker has finished. 

Many of you put your names down for this event at the 
November meeting.  But if you missed doing this,  or were not 
at that meeting but would like to come along to the Social, 
could you please let Pat Ashton know,  at 
membership.alnwick.u3a@gmail.com.  This will help us with 
planning the event.

Tom’s Tales
A barrister is cross examining a witness. "Now, you strike 
me as an intelligent honest man, Mr Morgan.
One who wouldn't cheat or lie". "Thank you "replies Mr 
Morgan "I'd say the same about you if I wasn't
under oath".

mailto:membership.alnwick.u3a@gmail.com
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Monthly Meetings in 2024
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1 2 3

TOUFRANKCH

4 5 6

Stel
7 8 9

Hello Spring


     Hi Summer


          Howdy Autumn


                Yo Winter


10 11 12

Pres           ents

Christmas Dingbats
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December Photos
This is a small selection of the photos that have graced these 
pages over the past year.

Luberon Village, France, by
Alan Sayers

Meercats at Fuerteventura 
Zoo, by Shelley Willis

Mushrooms, by
John Godfrey

Marc Chagall Tree of Life, 
Sarrebourg, France, by Maureen 
Sayers
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Christmas Quiz

1 Which country first started the tradition of putting up a Christmas tree?

2 How many ghosts show up in A Christmas Carol?

3 Where does the word 'winter' come from?

4 Which country did eggnog originate?

5 In Home Alone, where are the McCallisters going on holiday when they leave 
Kevin behind?

6 How many gifts were given in total in 'The Twelve Days of Christmas' song?

7 Where does the royal family traditionally celebrate Christmas?

8 What is the best-selling Christmas song?

9 What country has the most reindeer?

10 What King was crowned on Christmas Day?

11 What year did Mariah Carey’s ‘All I Want For Christmas Is You’ come out?

12 In which country is it tradition to eat KFC for Christmas dinner?

13 How many of Rudolph's fellow reindeers' names start with 'D'?

14 Which city has been donating Trafalgar Square’s Christmas tree every year since 
1947?

15 If you’re born on Christmas day, what’s your star sign?

16 Which animal carried Mary before she gave birth to Jesus?

17 What is traditionally hidden inside a Christmas pudding?

18 What time is the King’s speech traditionally broadcast on Christmas Day?

19 What colour suit did Santa wear until Coca Cola rebranded him in red?

20 How many turkeys are eaten in the UK every year?
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Odds and Ends

Just got hospitalised due to a serious peekaboo accident.  
They put me in the ICU.

The “Guinness Book of 
World Records” holds 
the world record for 
being the book most 
often stolen from 
libraries.

Water makes up 71% of 
the Earth’s mass.  That 
water is uncarbonated.  
So, technically, the 
Earth is flat.

The wine merchant showed 
his elderly customer a new 
wine.  It’s made from an 
anti-diuretic hybrid grape 
and reduces the number of 
times older people have to 
go to the toilet during the 
night.  It’s called Pino More. 

A man asked a friend, “have 
you ever tried blind-folded 
archery?”   
The friend replied “No, can’t 
say I have”.  
“Pity,” came the response, 
“you don’t know what 
you’re missing.”

1N73LL1G3NCE
15 7H3 4B1L17Y
70 4D4P7
70 CH4NG3

573PH3N H4WK1NG

Companies are boasting about making plants taste like 
meat.  Ha!  Cows have been doing that for years.
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Crossword – courtesy of Alan Sayers
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How NOT to Cook a Turkey
(I know this was in the Newsletter last Christmas, but your 

editor really likes it!)
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1 Frankincense 2 Snowball 3 Wrapping Paper

TOUFRANKCH

4 Festive Season 5 White Christmas 6 Tinsel

Stel
7 Seasons Greetings 8 Silent Night 9 The First Noel

Hello Spring


     Hi Summer


          Howdy Autumn


                Yo Winter


10 Opening presents 11 Noel 12 Peace on Earth

Pres           ents

Christmas Dingbats Answers
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End Piece

Autumn is fading
its palette losing colour.
The earth waits for a new canvas
brushed with a whisper
from winter.
            
              Mary Atkinson

Christmas Quiz Answers 

1 Germany 11 1994
2 Four 12 Japan
3 From an old Germanic word that means “time of water” 13 Three - Dasher, Dancer and Donner
4 Britain 14 Oslo
5 Paris 15 Capricorn
6 364 gifts 16 Donkey
7 Sandringham Estate 17 A silver coin
8 White Christmas 18 3pm
9 Norway 19 Tan

10 William the Conqueror 20 10 million

Crossword Answers 


